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arasitic diseases are widely distributed throughout the world. Recently, travel abroad and

migration from abroad are increasing in Korea. Therefore, it is necessary to appropriately
control imported parasitic disease. The drugs for the treatment of the parasitic diseases that can
be imported from abroad are reserved by the government. To guide proper treatment of parasitic
diseases, recommended chemotherapy focused on these reserved drugs has been introduced.
The diseases reviewed in this article include malaria, babesiosis, toxoplasmosis, leishmaniasis,
Chagas disease, African sleeping sickness, filariasis, angiostrongyliasis, and fascioliasis.
Because most of the parasitic diseases produce severe illness or fatal results, rapid and accurate
diagnosis is important and following fully the recommended therapy is needed. The recom-
mended drug therapy changes from time to time due to various factors, so always recognizing
and applying the latest therapy and is very important.
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Table 1. Medicines reserved by the government for the treatment
of imported parasitic diseases, 2011

Drug Specification Disease
Quinine IV injection Malaria
dihydrochloride 600 mg/2 mL/amp
Artemisinin IM injection Malaria
(Artemether®) 80 mg/mL/amp
Quinine sulfate 300 mg/tab Malaria,

babesiosis
Pyrimethamine +  25+500 mg/tab Malaria,

sulfadoxine toxoplasmosis

(Fansidar®)

Quinidine IV injection Malaria

gluconate 80 mg/mL, 10 mL/vial

Sodium Injection Leishmanisis

stibogluconate 100 mg/mL, 100 m/btl

(Pentostam®)

Nifurtimox 120 mg/tab Chagas disease

Melarsoprol inj. - African sleeping
sickness

Ivermectin 3 mg/tab Filariasis

(Stromectol®)

Thiabendazole 500 mg/tab Angiostrongylus
cantonensis
infection

Triclabendazole 250 mg/tab Facioliasis

(Egaten®)

IV, intravenous; IM, intramuscular.
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Table 2. Summary of initial parenteral treatment of severe malaria [4]

i O =
Drug Dose Comments 3L =EA Halel HZ = TS,
Artesunate 2.4 mg/kg body weight IV or IM For adult and children AAlslA] oo Helgo] Q= Al
given on admission (time=0), then _ o
at 12 h and 24 h, then once a day 2 dutHo g A AR da

Quinine 20 mg salt/kg body weight on

injection), then 10 mg/kg body
weight every 8 h

Artemether 3.2 mg/kg body weight IM given on  For children

It should only be used if none of
the alternatives are available as its
absorption may be erratic

admission then 1.6 mg/kg body
weight per day

For adult and children
admission (IV infusion or divided IM  Infusion rate should not exceed 5
mg salt/kg body weight per hour.

Al 5 744 A AL
2 2] lebRl o Ashriod (sulfadia-
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From World Health Organization. Guidelines for the treatment of malaria. 2nd ed. Geneva:

WHO Press; 2010 [4].
IV, intravenous; IM, intramuscular.
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Table 3. Summary of follow-on treatment of severe malaria

Drug Dose

Comments

Artemether plus
lumefantrine

1.7/12 mg/kg body weight of
artemether and lumefantrine,
respectively, per dose, given twice
a day for 3 days

Artesunate plus
amodiaquine
Dihydroartemisinin
plus piperaquine

4 mg/kg/day artesunate and 10 mg/kg/
day amodiaquine once a day for 3 days

4 mg/kg/day dihydroartemisinin and 18
mg/kg/day

piperaquine once a day for 3 days
mg/kg/day artesunate given once a day
for 3 days and a single administration
of 25/1.25 mg/kg sulfadoxine-
pyrimethamine on day 1

Artesunate plus
sulfadoxine-
pyrimethamine

Artesunate plus
doxycycline or

Artesunate (2 mg/kg once a day) plus
doxycycline (3.5 mg/kg once a day) or

clindamycin clindamycin (10 mg/kg twice a day).
Any of these combinations should be
given for 7 days

Quinine plus Quinine (10 mg/kg once a day) plus

doxycycline or doxycycline (3.5 mg/kg once a day) or

clindamycin clindamycin (10 mg/kg twice a day).

Any of these combinations should be
given for 7 days

Lumefantrine
absorption is enhan-
ced by coadminis-
tration with fat

From World Health Organization. Guidelines for the treatment of malaria. 2nd ed. Geneva:

WHO Press; 2010 [4].
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