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ue to Confucian ethics and socioeconomic factors, aesthetic plastic surgery came late to

Korea. However, the field of aesthetic plastic surgery developed rapidly after the establish-
ment of the Korean Society of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons in 1985. At present, Korean aesthetic
plastic surgeons have achieved world leading surgical skills and research abilities. This article
review the history and current state of Korean aesthetic plastic surgery with the follow-up study
of statics and numerical data. Over the period of 10 years (2001-2010), the Korean plastic
surgeons contributed 607 papers to SCI & SCI(E) journals. Among them, the number of pure
cosmetic surgical papers was 133 (21.9%). According to biannual survey data from the Interna-
tional Society of Aesthetic Plastic Surgery in 2009, the number of plastic surgeons and aesthetic
procedures in Korea became the highest contrast to percentage of the population in the world.
As dynamic forces of development for Korean aesthetic plastic surgery, this advocate the medi-
cal tourism, non-surgical cosmetic procedures, and adipose-derived stem cells. With developing
these items, Korean plastic surgeons will create the brilliant future of the aesthetic plastic sur-
gery in Korea.
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Table 1. Annual number of SCI & SCI(E) papers contributed by
Korean plastic surgeons

Year No. of papers
2001 56
2002 42
2003 29
2004 47
2005 53
2006 57
2007 57
2008 63
2009 83
2010 120
Total 607
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Table 2. Number of aesthetic surgical & non-surgical procedures performed in 2009 from
Korea (From International Society of Aesthetic Plastic Surgery. ISAPS international

survey on aesthetic/cosmetic procedure performed in 2009 [Internet]) [11]

Estimated no. of plastic surgeons

No. of procedures performed

Surgical procedures

Abdominoplasty 27813
Blepharoplasty 52,651
Breast augmentation 66,864
Breast lift 23,152
Breast reduction (women) 20,394
Buttock augmentation 4,725
Buttock ift 1,443
Cheek implants 421
Chin augmentation 3,065
Facelift 17022
Forehead lift 6,053
Gynecomastia 9,718
Hair transplantation 8,249
Lip augmentation 10,433
Liposuction 63,901
Lower body lift 1,890
Otoplasty 9,182
Rhinoplasty 29,282
Thigh lift 2,707
Upper arm lift 3,882
Vaginal rejuvenation 2,299
Total surgical procedures 365,145
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