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he present study attempts to understand the features of North Korean male defectors'

emotive, cognitive and behavioral responses to criminal victimizations when compared with
general Korean male population, the reference group, and to explore mental health and medical
policy implications from the statistical analyses. Using and analyzing merged data from ‘Crime
Victimization in Korea, 5 (2006),” and ‘A Survey on North Korean Refugees (2006),” the author
found that group differences do exist in the components of emotive, cognitive and behavioral
responses to possible victimizations from crimes and violences. For each of emotive and cogni-
tive responses to threat of victimizations, North Korean defectors scored significantly higher than
general male population except perceived vulnerability. For behavioral responses, however,
North Korean defectors scored significantly lower. These results were interpreted to provide the
evidences for the need of transformations of micro- and macro-level health policies for North
Korean defectors.

Keywords: North Korean male defectors; Posttraumatic stress disorder;
Victimization of crime and violence; Mental health; Health policy
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Table 1. Demographics of the respondents

A study on the mental health outcomes of North Korean male defectors g_l_a‘x-l

o

North Korean

Variables General Korean males male defectors Entire sample
Age 10-19 75 (12.0) 0(0.0) 75 (10.5)
20-29 108 (17.3) 15 (16.5) 123 (17.2)
30-39 141 (22.6) 34 (374) 175 (24.4)
40-49 161 (25.8) 30 (33.0) 191 (26.7)
50-59 102 (16.3) 4(4.4) 106 (14.8)
60-69 38 (6.1) 4(4.4) 42 (5.9)
70-79 0(0.0) 4(4.4) 4(0.6)
Monthly family income No income 0(0.0) 7(77) 7 (1.0)
50 and below 0(0.0) 18 (19.8) 18 (2.5)
51-100 3(0.5) 20 (22.0) 23(3.2)
101-200 47 (7.5) 37 (40.7) 84 (11.7)
201-300 172 (275) 7(77) 179 (25.0)
301-400 220 (35.2) 01(0.0) 220 (30.7)
401-500 109 (174) 01(0.0) 109 (15.2)
501-600 62 (9.9) 0(0.0) 62 (8.7)
No answer 12 (1.9) 2(2.2) 14 (2.0
Total 625 (100) 91 (100) 716 (100)

Values are presented as number (%).

Table 2. Comparison between two groups

Subscale measures of affective, cognitive and General Korean males North Korean male
b_ehavioral responses on victimizations of crime/ t-value defectors
violence Mean SD Mean SD
Fear of victimizations 2.55" 1.74 0.48 2.19 1.21
Theft of a car 214 1.68 0.66 2.13 1.41
House burglary 4317 1.72 0.68 2.23 1.10
House breaking and violence 3.02" 1.89 0.62 2.30 127
Pickpocket 2.89" 175 0.67 2.14 1.27
Violence out of home 247 1.75 0.64 2.08 1.25
Violence from a stranger 251 1.73 0.64 1.93 1.02
Violence from an acquaintance 227" 1.67 0.62 2.07 1.65
Perceived vulnerability -2.99 1.81 0.55 1.78 1.02
Perceived severity 512" 1.85 0.74 2.51 1.20
Self-protective behaviors 266" 1.49 0.50 1.33 0.67
Avoiding certain places -7.38™" 1.48 0.59 1.15 0.36
Going with someone at night -2.93" 1.38 0.60 122 0.47
Putting off a job for fear at night -1.06 1.36 0.58 1.29 0.95
Not possessing cash if possible -1.91 1.78 0.76 1.66 1.20
Avoiding going by taxi at night -1.45 147 0.66 1.35 1.03
Ask for help to neighbors when vacating a house -1.19 144 0.64 1.35 1.03

"p<0.05, "p<0.01, ""p<0.001
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Table 3. Home-protective behaviors in each group

Entire sample (n=716)

General Korean males North Korean male X’ or Fisher's
(n=625) defectors (n=91) exact test
Going to bed after locking the window  Yes 485 (77.6) 55 (60.4) 12,62
No 140 (22.4) 36 (39.6)
Doublelocking doors and windows Yes 465 (74.4) 27 (29.7) 173.93™
No 160 (25.6) 64 (70.3)
Using iron window bar Yes 292 (46.7) 46 (50.5) 0.47
No 333 (63.3) 45 (49.5)
Using video phone Yes 176 (28.2) 3(3.3) 4110
No 449 (71.8) 86 (94.5)
No answer 0(0.0) 2(2.2)
Using alarm bell service from the police  Yes 22 (3.5) 1(1.1) 8.98"
station No 603 (96.5) 88(96.7)
No answer 0(0.0) 2(2.2)
Using private security service Yes 22 (3.5) 2(2.2) 4.66
No 603 (96.5) 88 (96.7)
No answer 0(0.0) 1(1.1)
Values are presented as number (%).
"p<0.01, "p<0.001
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