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| Abstract |

hildren are in their course of growth and development, and this is the most important feature

in understanding childhood injuries, which is somewhat different from those in adults. Injury
is different from accident in that the latter cannot be expected and prevented, and also different
from trauma that means the external forces on the body and the response against the force.
Injury can be expected scientifically and prevented. The risk of injuries in children is closely
related to the age, sex, socio-economical status, and environment. Injuries are always the most
common cause of death in children throughout the world, and traffic accident is the most
common cause of childhood injuries. Burn, near drowning, and fall down occupy most of the
causes of injuries in infancy, and pedestrian injuries and traffic accidents are the major causes of
injuries in pre-school ages. Suicide becomes an important cause of injuries in adolescents.
Sexual abuse should be considered seriously in children with perineal injuries without definite
causes. All of these childhood injuries are closely related to the status of growth and de-
velopment of children.
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Table 1. Causes of death by injuries of Korean children and adolescent in 2004

<1years 1~4 years b~9years 10~14 years 15~19 years Total
Traffic accident 14 146 143 73 275 651
Drowning 4 30 100 49 65 248
Suicide 0 0 1 41 205 247
Homicide 8 17 42 19 18 104
Falls 13 41 18 16 6 94
Burns 1 18 14 9 10 52
Toxins 0 2 4 1 6 13
Others 84 48 31 32 40 235
Total 124 302 353 240 625 1,644
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Table 2. The motor development by age and related injuries in children

Age Motor Development Associated Injuries

4 mo: grasp, rolls over Asphyxia, falls, poisoning,

5 mo: supports on wrist, shifts weight burns, drowning,
<1yrs 6~7 mo: sits unsupported, put anything in mouth foreign body ingestion

10 mo: pulls to stand

12 mo: stands alone
1yrs 15 mo: walks alone, creeps up stairs Poisoning, falls, drawning,

18 mo: opens drawer TA¥*, burns, asphyxia, trauma
2~3yrs Can alternate feet when going up steps, pedals tricycle TA, falls, drowning, burns, poisoning, trauma
5~9yrs Plays competitive games, abides by rules TA, bicycle accident, drowning, trauma
10~15yrs Spends much times apart from parents TA, drowning, burns, poisoning, falls, suicide

* traffic accident
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