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Abstract

I njury is the leading cause of mortality in children. The mortality from injury in children in Korea
is higher than those in other developed countries in OECD. We analyzed the characteristics of
mortality and hospital admission in childhood injury. The leading cause of mortality is traffic
accident, followed by drowning and falls. The most common body site of injury leading to
mortality is the head. The severity of most injuries is mild and the admission rate is about 15%.
The most common causes of hospital admission are traffic accident and falls. Of traffic accidents,
pedestrian injury is the most frequent in all children, but occupant injury is more common in
children under age 4. The common place of injury is home, and most injuries are preventable for

children under 4 years old.
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Figure 1. Injury related death from 1983~2006 in Korea. The pro-
portion of childhood mortality was decreased since 1983.
Childhood injury mortality was more than 10% until 1990,

but that was about 3% since 2004.
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Table 1. Comparison of childhood injury data by mortality, hospital discharge, and emergency room entrance

Mortality* Admission’ ED*

Sex Male, %(n) 61.9(639) 63.9(1,440)
Female, %(n) 38.1(393) 36.1(812)

Age Oyrs, %(n) 12.2(124) 4.3(96)
1~ 4yrs, %(n) 29.6(302) 28.5(642) 51.3(10,385)
5~9yrs, %(n) 34.6(353) 38.5(868) 31.1(6,295)
10~14yrs, %(n) 23.6(240) 28.7(646) 17.6(3,569)

Mechanism Motor vehicle traffic, % 38 35.4 17.6
Struck by or against, % - 10.7 16.1
Fall/slip, % 13.7 371 19.3
Suffocation, % 13.3 0.7 -
Drowning, % 21.2 0.6 0.2
Fire/hot object, % 6.3 8.8 26
Poisoning, % 3.2 1.2 1.6

* Annual report on the cause of death statistics, 2004
" Hospital discharge injury surveillance data, 2005
 Emergency department information system, 2005
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