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- Abstract |

t is obvious that the general status of parasitic infections in Korea has shown a marked

decrease, particularly in soil-transmitted helminthic infections. However, food-borne parasitic
infections are still regarded as the major parasitic diseases of medical importance in Korea.
Generally, the parasitic infections may occur from the following sources: by contaminated soil,
water, vegetable and fruits, and other animals as food containing the parasites at their immature
infective stage, in association with a domestic or wild animal harboring the parasite, and an
ectoparasite that transmits the parasite by blood sucking. Human food-borne parasitic infections
result from the consumption of undercooked or raw fish, shellfish, snails, vertebrates, and water
plants as a food. These infections are significantly related to human behavioral patterns based on
socioeconomic and cultural conditions and are linked with the biological and physical environ-
ments. Most of food-borne parasitic infections are considered as all parasitic zoonoses to man
and animals. To understand the current status of food-borne parasitic infections in Korea, the
author presents the list of overall food-borne parasitic infections caused by protozoan infection
(toxoplasmosis), trematode infections (clonorchiasis, metagonimiasis, and some intestinal
trematodiases), nematode infections (anisakiasis and trichinosis), and others with a briefly
reviewed.

Keywords : Food-borne trematode infections; Helminthic zoonoses; Toxoplasmosis;
Anisakiasis; Taeniasis
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Table 1. Food-borne parasites of man in Korea

Food-Borne Parasites

Sources of food

Name of Diseases / Name of parasites

Distribution

Fish (freshwater)

Fish (brackish water)

Fish (marine)

Crabs and crayfish

Beef and pork

Snails (Molluscs)

Oyster

Tadpole and snakes

Wild animal (Badger)

Water plants

Liver fluke disease (Clonorchiasis)
Clonorchis siinensis

Intestinal trematodiases
Metagonimus yokogawai
Metagonimus takahashii
Metagonimus miyatai
Centrocestus armatus
Clinostomum complanatum
Echinostoma hortense
Echinostoma cinetorchis
Echinochasmus japonicus

Intestinal trematodiases
Heterophyes nocens
Heterophyes heterophyes
Heterophyes dispar
Heterophyopsis continua
Pygidiopsis summa
Stellantchasmus falcatus
Stictodora fuscata

Anisakiasis (Anisakis nematode larval infections)
Anisakis simplex
Anisakis physeteris
Pseudoterranova decipiens

Fish tapeworm infections
Diphyllobothrium latum
Diphyllobothrium yonagoensis
Diphyllobothrium parvum

Lung fluke disease (Paragonimiasis)
Paragonimus westermani

Taeniasis
Taenia saginata
Taenia solium
Taenia asiatica

Toxoplasmosis
Toxoplasma gondii

Intestinal trematode infection
Echinostoma hortense
Echinostoma cinetorchis
Echinochasmus japonicus

Intestinal trematode infection
Gymnophalloides seoi

Intestinal trematode infection
Neodiplostomum seoulensis

Sparganosis (Cestode larval infection)
Diphllobothrium mansoni (larvae)
(Spirometra erinacel, S. mansonoides)

Trichinosis
Trichinella spiralis

Fascioliasis _
Fasciola hepatica

Whole country

South and eastern coast
Inland of whole country
Inland of whole country
Whole country

Uisong Gun, Kyungpuk-do
South-eastern part

In several localities
South-eastern part

Southern coast area
Southern coast area
Southern coast area
West and southern Coast
Western coast area
Southern coast area
Southern coast area

\West, south, eastern sea
\West, south, eastern sea
\West, south, eastern sea
EFast sea

Fast sea

EFast sea

South weastern area
Whole country

Whole country

Whole country

Whole country
South-eastern part

In several localities
South-eastern part
Whole country

Whole country

Whole country

South-estern part

Whole country
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