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Abstract

he paper reviews recent advances regarding characteris-
Ttics and treatment issues of alcohol use disorders in
women. WWomen drink less alcohol but have greater sensitivi-
ty of alchol—related problems than men. Recent evidences
suggest that women are more likely to have alcohol—related
physical problems at smaller amount of drinking than men.
Also, they have more alcohol—induced cognitive and emo-
tional disturbances. Alcohol—induced reproductive problems
are also specific to women. It may be due to women's unique
susceptibility to the toxic effects of alcohol. There are also evi-
dences that women may have more psychiatric problems
than men before onset of drinking problems.There was a sig-
nificantly higher lifetime prevalence of psychiatric comorbidity
in women than in men with alcohol use disorders. All of these
differences have important treatment implications. But, more
research are needed to discover the nature of gender differ-
ence of alcohol drinking.
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