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Abstract

arvesting stem cells is inevitably associated with destruction of early embryos.

There have been continuing challenges to devaluate the moral status of early em-
bryos. The distinction between preembryo and embryo was mainly based on the lack
of individuation. The term preembryo had been introduced by a frog embryologist and
then was literally spread around the world because of policy reasons. Thus the defini-
tion of preembryo is not yet complete and the term has not yet been used in most
medical textbooks including textbooks of human embryology. Preembryo is a period
during human development and therefore should be regarded as valuable as an early
form of human life. Obtaining embryonic stem cells using SCNT (Somatic Cell Nu-
clear Transfer) is often called therapeutic cloning as opposed to reproductive cloning
that produces human beings by SCNT. Therapeutic cloning used same SCNT to pro-
duce human embryos, and therefore it is essentially a process of human cloning. Hu-
man cloning is prohibited in most of the world due to ethical issues. Cloning primates
including humans using SCNT has not been successful, however, recently there has
been a remarkable progress with the help of improved technology of therapeutic
cloning. Other countries also recognize the enormous potentials of cloned embryonic
stem cells, but no country other than Korea and the UK has allowed therapeutic
cloning for fear of the “slippery slope” towards human reproductive cloning. Ongoing
researches of therapeutic cloning should be monitored carefully and a broad consen-
sus is needed before allowing further therapeutic cloning. Eventually more ethical
ways of obtaining embryonic stem cells should be developed. .

Keywords : Stem cell; Preembryo; Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer;
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