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Abstract

Peripheral artery disease (PAD) is the most frequent cause of reduced perfusion in peripheral arteries.
Patients with PAD often have manifestations of atherosclerosis of the lower limb, although both
symptomatic and asymptomatic disease is common. The clinical signs of PAD can differ in diabetic
and non-diabetic patients. Diabetic patients are at high risk for PAD characterized by symptoms of
intermittent claudication or critical limb ischemia. However, the majority of PAD patients are clinically
asymptomatic. In addition to history taking, physical examinations including inspection of the skin,
palpation of leg and foot pulses, and determination of the ankle-brachial index (ABI) are considered for
diagnosis of PAD. The ABI measurement is the easiest and most common investigative technique for
PAD. For hemodynamic assessment, additional diagnostic modalities could be considered.
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