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+ Dist 3.23cm
< Dist 1.86 cm

Fig. 1. Ultrasonogram, showing a hypoechoic mass at the left submandibular gland (SMG),
suspicious of glandular hyperplasia or lymphangiomatosis.

A. T1 weighted image B. T2 weighted image

Fig. 2. MRI image, demonstrating a non-enhancing homogenous mass (arrow) between left
submandibular gland and parotid gland. It is slightly hyper-intense to the muscle on T1
weighted image (A) and also on T2-weighted image (B).
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Fig. 3. Photomicroscopy of the excised mass showing a mature thymic tissue, and a
portion of lymph node tissue. The thymic tissue reveals normal architecture consisting of
cortex and medulla, and Hassall's corpuscles (H&E, x40).
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A Case Report of Accessory Cervical Thymus

Ki-Yun Lee, M.D., Yong-Soon Chun, M.D. Jeong-Su Nam, M.D.,
Nan-Joo Lee, M.D., Hye Kyoung Yoon*, M.D.

Department of Surgery and Department of Pathology*, Inje
University College of Medicine, Busan Paik Hospital, Busan, Korea

Accessory cervical thymic tissue has been rarely reported. However, it should be
included in the differential diagnosis of neck masses in children, along with
branchial anomalies, lymph nodes and other tumors. This lesion occurs along the
descending line of the thymus between the angle of mandible and superior
mediastinum. A 2-month-old infant presented with an asymptomatic left sided neck
mass. MRI revealed a well defined homogeneous mass in the deep lobe of left
parotid gland. At operation, an easily identified soft tissue mass was found in the
left submandibular area, measuring 3 x1.5cm. It was completely excised. Microsco-
pic examination revealed normal thymic tissue.

(J Kor Assoc Pediatr Surg 14(1):83~87), 2008.
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