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Fig. 1. Abdominal ultrasonogram, showing Fig. 2. Contrast enhanced abdominal CT

multiple round shaped small hypoechoic scan, demonstrating multiple variable sized

lesions in the spleen. low attenuated lesions scattered in the
spleen.

Fig. 3. Gross findings of the spleen: (A) Diffuse multiple small sized yellowish lesions in
the capsule of the spleen and theaccessory spleen. (B) Cut surface, showing multiple
variable sized yellowish lesions in cortex and medulla of the spleen.

A

Bl

Fig. 4. Microscopic findings of the spleen: (A) Multiple necrotic lesions (x20). (B) Granulo-
matous inflammation composed of aggregation of epitheloid cells and giant cells (x100).
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Multiple Tuberculous Splenic Abscesses in a Child

Chan Yong Park, M.D., Soo Jin Na Choi, M.D.,
Sang Young Chung, M.D., Shin Kon Kim, M.D.

Department of Surgery, Chonnam National University Medical School,

Gwangju, Korea

Splenic abscess is a rare clinical condition with a reported incidence of 0.14 % to
0.70 % in various autopsy series. Primary tuberculosis of the spleen as a cause of
splenic abscess is even rarer, especially in the antitubercular era. Infants and
children have a higher predisposition to extra-pulmonary tuberculosis than adults
and tend to develop severe extra-pulmonary disease such as miliary tuberculosis
and meningitis. The diagnosis of tuberculosis in infants and children can be
difficult because of nonspecific symptoms and clinical findings. Computed tomo-
graphy establishes the diagnosis of splenic abscess and demonstrates the number
and location of abscesses. Splenectomy is the standard of care in most clinical
setting. We present a 4-year-old girl who had multiple tuberculosis splenic abs-
cesses and was treated successfully with splenectomy.

(J Kor Assoc Pediatr Surg 12(2):244~250), 20086.

Index Words : Splenic abscess, Tuberculosis, Splenectomy

Correspondence : Soo Jin Na Choi, M.D., Department of Surgery, Chonnam National University Medical School,
8 Hak-dong, Dong-gu, Gwangju 501-757, Korea
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