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Fig. 1. Chemoport insertion state (Black arrow) through right external jugular vein to

superior vena cava.

Fig. 2A. Intraoperative chest X-ray, sho-
wing catheter tip cut off which is in the
left pulmonary vessel (Black arrow).
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Fig. 2B. Angiography, demonstrating re-
mained catheter at the origin of left pul-
monary artery (White arrow: intra vas-
cular retriever snare, Black arrow: cathe-
ter embolism).
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Fig. 3A,B,C. Removal of catheter tip using intravascular snare (White arrow: intravascular

snare, Black arrow: catheter tip).

Fig. 4. Chest X-ray after successful removal.
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Catheter Embolism during Chemoport Removal

Ki Byung Song, M.D., So Hyun Nam, M.D., Dae Yeon Kim, M.D.,
Seong Chul Kim, M.D., Young-Hwue Kiml, M.D., In Koo Kim, M.D.

Devision of Pediatric Surgery, Department of Surgery, Department
of Pediatric Cardiologyl, University of Ulsan College of Medicine

and Asan Medical Center, Seoul, Korea

Chemoport is widely used in pediatric surgery field. But various complications
can occur during the process of insertion or removal of chemoport. Surgeons must
be familiar with the treatment of these complications. We had one catheter cuts off
during chemoport removal, become a catheter embolism. Interventional radiologic
removal was successful. Verifying the length of removed catheter and careful
observation of the catheter tip during removal procedure is important to prevent
the possibility of catheter embolus. Radiologic intervention was accessible to
remove the retained catheter.

(J Kor Assoc Pediatr Surg 12(2):288~243), 20086.
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