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A Case of Thymolipoma in a Child 
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Thymolipoma is a rare benign mediastinal tumor, composed of mature fatty and thymic 
tissues. A 9-year-old boy was referred with a one-month history of neck swelling. Preo­
perative computed tomography scan and fine needle aspiration biopsy suggested thymoli­

poma. Despite it being rare, thymolipoma should be considered in the differential diagnosis 
of mediastinal tumors. Characteristics of its clinical feature and radiological findings that 

can differentiated it from other mediastinal tumors are discussed with a review of the 
literatures. (J Kor Assoc Pediatr Surg 1O(1):39~42), 2004. 
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Fig. 1. Inspection of neck swelling and deviated trachea. 

Fig. 2. Chest PA. Trachea is deviated by the mediatinal 
mass. 
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Fig. 3. Neck CT scan. Mass contains fatty septa, and 
trachea is displaced without invasion. 

Fig. 4. Cut surface of the thymolipoma. Central area 
shows yellowish white fibrofatty tissue, surrounded by 
purplish red thymic tissue. 

Fig. 5. Photomicrogram, showing an admixture of normal­
looking thymic tissue and mature adipose tissue (arrows). 
(H & E, x20) 



Fig. 6. Chest PA at the 3rd postoperative day. Trachea 
is returned to the normal position with disappearance of 
the mediastinal mass. 
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