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ABSTRACT

Purpose: Passive eruption is characterized by the apical shift of the dentogingival junction. As this occurs, the length of the
clinical crown increases as the epithelial attachment migrates apically. Altered passive eruption occurs when the margin of
gingiva is malpositioned incisally on the anatomic crown in adulthood and results in excessive gingiva. The purpose of this
article is to evaluate esthetic results of crown lengthening procedure in altered passive eruption.s.

Materials and Methods: Three patients who complained “My front teeth look too short” were included. Bone sounding with
periodontal probe revealed that alveolar bone crest was close to CEJ. Based on the diagnostic information, a diagnosis of
altered passive eruption was made. They were performed apically positioned flap procedure with osseous resection.
Results: Six months later, all patients achieved favorable esthetic results and gingival margins were healthy and stable.
Conclusion: When the diagnostic procedures reveal alveolar bone crest levels approximating the CEJ, apically positioned flap
procedure with osseous resection is indicated. (J Korean Acad Periodontol 2008;38:247-252)
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Flgure 2. Coslet's 4 types of altered passive eruption.
Table 1. Treatment of Altered Passive Eruption
Classificaiton Treatment
Type I-A Gingivectomy
Gingivectomy
Type 1-B Unrepositioned flap with osseous resection
Type 1I-A Apically positioned flap
Type 1I-B Apically positioned flap with osseous resection
(Fig. 3, 4).
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Figure 3. There are excess gingival Figure 4. Gingival inflammation of Figure 5. View after scaling.
coverage of maxillary anterior teeth. maxiflary anterior teeth.

Figure 6. Incision for papilla preservation. ~ Flgure 7. View after suture. Figure 8. Postoperative view (6 months).
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Altered

Figure 9. View of Ist visit. Flgure 10. View after bleaching. Figure 11. Marking by probe.
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Figure 12. Incision for papilla preservation.  Figure 13, View after stitch out. Figure 14. Postoperative view (6 months).
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Figure 15. Gummy smile. Figure 16. Short clinical crowns ac-  Figure 17. Alveolar crest is close to
companied by discoloration of teeth. CEJ.

Figure 18. View after alveolar bone Figure 19. View after stitch out. Figure 20. View of temporary bridge.
resection.
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