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Suicidal Behaviors of Culturally Diverse Adolescents with Sexual Experience:
Using Date from the 10~12th Korean Youth Risk Behavior Web-based Survey
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Pumpose: The purpose of this study is to investigate how sexual experience associate with the suicide ideation, suicide
plan and suicide attempt among culturally diverse adolescents compared with Korean adolescents. Methods: This
study used a secondary data analysis study with the data derived from the 10~12th (2014~2016) Korean Youth Risk
Behavior Web-based Survey. Data of 2,201 culturally diverse adolescents and 189,278 Korean adolescents were
analyzed. Descriptive statistics, x” test, and hierarchical logistic regression were used for data analysis. Results:
After controlled for individual, family and social factors as compounding variables, the suicide ideation of culturally
diverse adolescents with sexual experience was higher for 1.72 (95% CI: 1.24~2.38), suicide plan for 2.24 (95% CI:
1.58~3.17) and suicide attempt for 2.71 (95% CI: 1.87~3.93) compared to Korean adolescents without sexual
experience. Regardless of cultural diversity, the risk of suicide ideation, suicide plan and suicide attempt of adoles-
cents with sexual experience was higher than adolescents without sexual experience. Conclusion: Our study findings
indicate the highest need to prevent suicide ideation, suicide plan and suicide attempt among culturally diversity ado-
lescents with sexual experience among all the other adolescents’ group.
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Table 1. Parents' Nationality of Culturally Diverse Adolescents (N=2,201)
Culturally diverse adolescents
Nationality Fathers (n=2,201) Mothers (n=2,201)
n % (SE) n % (SE)

Korean 1,657 70.8 (1.1) 185 9.5(0.7)
Chinese (Korean) 96 5.5 (0.5) 517 25.7 (1.0)
Chinese (Han) 55 .9 (0.4) 272 12.9 (0.8)
Vietnamese 10 .5 (0.2) 71 3.0 (0.4)
Philippines 23 1.2(0.2) 309 11.6 (0.7)
Japanese 92 4.9 (0.7) 532 21.5 (1.0)
Taiwanese 10 0.6 (0.2) 17 0.9 (0.2)
Mongolian 15 0.8 (0.2) 28 1.3 (0.2)
Thais 6 0.4 (0.1) 44 2.0 (0.3)
Cambodian 12 0.7 (0.2) 16 0.6 (0.2)
Uzbekistan 25 1.4 (0.3) 29 1.6 (0.3)
Russian 13 0.6 (0.2) 24 1.2 (0.3)
Other and unknown 89 4.6 (0.5) 86 4.3 (0.5)
None 98 5.1 (0.6) 71 3.9 (0.4)
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Table 2. Characteristics of Culturally Diverse and Korean Adolescents (N=191,479)
Culturally diverse Korean adolescents
Variables Characteristics Categories adolescents (n=2,201) (n=189,278) x° ®)
n % (SE) n % (SE)
Sexual experience No 1,998 89.1 (0.8) 181,348  95.6 (0.1) 146.03
Yes 203 10.9 (0.8) 7,930 44(0.1) (<.001)
Individual Gender Men 1,100 51.4 (1.4) 96,747  52.0 (0.7) 0.17
factors Women 1,101 48.6 (1.4) 92,531  48.0 (0.7) (-682)
Weekly allowance < 50,000 1,923 85.6 (0.9) 165,542 87.0 (0.1) 2.70
(won) > 50,000 278 14.4 (0.9) 23,736  13.0 (0.1) (-100)
Drinking No 1,450 63.3 (1.2) 114,572 59.8 (0.2) 7.26
experience Yes 751 36.7 (1.2) 74,706  40.2(0.2) (.007)
Ever-smoker No 1,782 78.6 (1.0) 158,536  83.4(0.2) 25.05
Yes 419 214 (1.0 30,742  16.6 (0.2) (<.001)
Relief of fatigue Not enough 1,541 711 (1.1) 137,606  73.2(0.2) 3.45
after sleep Enough 660 28.9 (1.1) 51,672  26.8 (0.2) (.063)
Sad or despair No 1,590 709 (1.1) 142,674  75.2(0.1) 15.44
Yes 611 29.1 (1.1) 46,604  24.8(0.1) (<.001)
Family Economic status High 156 8.4 (0.7) 16,863 8.9 (0.1) 182.66
factors Middles 1,878 83.4 (0.9) 167,566  88.5(0.1) (<.001)
Low 167 8.2 (0.6) 4,849 2.6(<0.1)
Living with family No 218 10.8 (0.8) 7,551 3.5(0.1) 168.90
Yes 1,983 89.2(0.8) 181,727 96.5(0.1) (<.001)
Social Type of school Middle school 1,298 54.1 (1.3) 95,020  47.3 (0.4) 22.52
factors High school 903 459 (1.3) 94,258  52.7 (0.4) (<.001)
Academic High 217 9.9 (0.7) 24,398  12.7(0.1) 49.11
achievement Middle 1,669 75.3 (1.0) 146,128  77.3(0.1) (<.001)
Low 315 14.8 (0.8) 18,752 10.0 (0.1)
Violence No 2,034 91.4 (0.6) 185480  98.0 (<0.1) 359.52
victimization Yes 167 8.6 (0.6) 3,798 2.0(<0.1) (<.001)
Usual counselor No 565 24.9 (1.0) 40,829  21.3(0.2) 13.60
Yes 1,636 75.1 (1.0) 148449  78.7 (0.2) (<.001)
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w3 2t 47 ol gl Yty Aoy 4 |3}, Z¢
AHZEo] gt e == Aol Sl ARy Fadol
2.38 (95% CI: 2.25~2.52), A4 & 0] 9+ thEsrtg Y4y
0] 5.60 (95% CI: 4.23~7.42) © & Vyefytrh. 2PA Elof st &
ZH|= AAFo| Qe dubrby Fado] 320 (95% Cl: 2.96~
3.46), A7 0] 9= thEslr1 FAdo] 1.34 (95% CL: 1.07~
1.68), 7 &0 Qb= thEs7 g 34-d0] 10.71 (95% CI. 7.90~

&

>

oo &

0
E‘PVJ %ibdo] 4.29 (95% CI: 3.92~4.69) Agz:,hgo] gt
SR Hao] 1.71 (95% CL: 1.33~2.21), A F o] gl T2

37 Hado] 15.97 (95% Cl: 11.80~21.62) 2 Lrebye}.

Model 19] 7§91 B4 & A% B3, A3 EYS 371 5
A3t Model 29] A3t= th&3t Zth A7 o] 3=
2} vl asto], Xzl tigh @ =Hl= *073‘ dol A=
Uu7}Y Fa o] 1.50 (95% CL: 1.41~1.61), A Ho] gl ot
B3l71g Fado] 3.17 (95% Cl: 2.35~4.27)2 L}E}‘;h:}. RJAF
Aol thgt e=ul= Aol Sl RHE Fade] 2.03
(95% CI: 1.87~2.21), 37 & 0] gl tHEslZ kA Fado] 1.30
(95% CI: 1.04~1.64), A g 0] Q= thEsi7HA Fado] 6.01
(95% CI: 4.35~8.30)2 LEpyTh A =0 that @ =)=
A7AF 0] Qe A HAo] 2.42 (95% Cl: 2.19~2.66),
A7 o] §le thES Y F4d 0] 1.65 (95% Cl: 1.27~2.13),
AR o] i tESHE Fad o] 7.72 (95% CI: 5.54~10.75)
2 et

Model 29 7]— EAS —%— I 243 M

L

Model 39| Z7}= th

714 A da} v wsto], Ap4Ak
%‘7‘01] ot ﬂx‘ﬂl =37 0) Y= g7y Aado] 1.47
(95% CI: 1.38~1.57), 4 A & o] Q= ThE3}7}4 Pado] 2.79
(95% CI: 2.06~3.76) 2 L}ERGTH Z}ALA| Slof| g3t @ Zn|

Table 4. Risk of Suicide among Culturally Diverse and Korean Adolescents with or without Sexual Experience  (N=191,479)

Suicide ideation

Suicide plan Suicide attempt

Model Group
OR (95% CI) OR (95% CI) OR (95% CI)
Model 1 Group 1 1 (Ref.) 1 (Ref.) 1 (Ref.)
Group 2 2.38 (2.25~2.52) 3.20 (2.96~3.46) 4.29 (3.92~4.69)
Group 3 1.13 (0.98~1.30) 1.34 (1.07~1.68) 1.71 (1.33~2.21)
Group 4 5.60 (4.23~7.42) 10.71 (7.90~14.50) 15.97 (11.80~21.62)
Model 2 Group 1 1 (Ref.) 1 (Ref.) 1 (Ref.)
Group 2 1.50 (1.41~1.61) 2.03 (1.87~2.21) 2.42 (2.19~2.66)
Group 3 1.10 (0.94~1.28) 1.30 (1.04~1.64) 1.65 (1.27~2.13)
Group 4 3.17 (2.35~4.27) 6.01 (4.35~8.30) 7.72 (5.54~10.75)
Model 3 Group 1 1 (Ref.) 1 (Ref) 1 (Ref)
Group 2 1.47 (1.38~1.57) 1.93 (1.78~2.10) 2.29 (2.07~2.52)
Group 3 1.06 (0.91~1.24) 1.24 (0.99~1.56) 1.57 (1.21~2.03)
Group 4 2.79 (2.06~3.76) 4.55 (3.30~6.27) 5.76 (4.13~8.02)
Model 4 Group 1 1 (Ref.) 1 (Ref.) 1 (Ref.)
Group 2 1.42 (1.32~1.51) 1.77 (1.62~1.93) 2.11 (1.90~2.34)
Group 3 0.98 (0.84~1.15) 1.10 (0.87~1.39) 1.35 (1.04~1.76)
Group 4 1.72 (1.24~2.38) 2.24 (1.58~3.17) 2.71 (1.87~3.93)

OR=0dds ratio; CI=confidence interval; ref.=reference group; Model 1=adjusted for demographic characteristics among individual factors;
Model 2=adjusted for model 1+health and psychological factors among individual factors; Model 3=adjusted for model 2+familial factors;
Model 4=adjusted for model 3+social factors; Group 1=Korean adolescents without sexual experience; Group 2=Korean adolescents with

sexual experience; Group 3=culturally diverse adolescents without sexual experience; Group 4=culturally diverse adolescents with sexual

experience.
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