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Analysis of Qualitative Research in Psychiatric
and Mental Health Nursing

Nam, Kyoung A

Division of Nursing Hallym University, Chuncheon, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to analyze the trends in qualitative research articles that from 2004 to
2013 in the Journal of Korean Academy of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing and to raise issues for the evolu-
tion of qualitative research. Methods: Descriptive statistics and qualitative evaluation were used in analysis of fifty
qualitative studies. The focus was on research methodology and techniques to establish validity of the study.
Results: Most frequently used methodological orientation was phenomenology (48.0%) and the analytic method
was Colaizzi’s. Nearly two-thirds of studies focused on general population or psychiatric patients dwelling in com-
munity settings. There were no comments on validity in fifteen studies, and in the rest of studies, the description
about the techniques to enhance the validity of study were not elaborated. Conclusion: Although qualitative studies
in health care environment have increased recently, the proportion of qualitative studies compared with quantita-
tive studies was relatively low in the Journal of Korean Academy of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing. In order
to make qualitative studies useful to nursing research, practice, administration and education, authors employing
qualitative research methods should exert efforts to enhance validity of studies.
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Table 1. A Generic Guide for Detailing Studies
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Categories Items

- Title of study
- Research purpose (s)/question (s)

Introduction

- A priori theoretical orientation to, assumptions about the target phenomenon

Methodology

- Methodological orientation (name and type; specify with citation provided)

- Data analysis techniques (type; specify with citation provided)

- Sample: type, size

- Data collection methods or sources (for each one, indicate kind; specify with citations provided)
- Techniques to ensure validation/trustworthiness : terminology, type, number of techniques being used,

citations
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Table 2. Methodological Orientation and Data Analysis Techniques (N=50)
Total
Methodology 2004~2008 2009~2013
n (%)
Phenomenology 10 14 24 (48.0)
Colaizzi (1978) 5 8
Giorgi (1985) 2 1
van Manen (1990) 2 1
Parse 0 3
Merleau-Ponty (1962) 0 1
Van Kaam 1 0
Grounded theory 6 4 10 (20.0)
Strauss & Corbin (1990, 1998) 4 4
Unidentifiable 2 0
Q methodology 3 4 7 (14.0)
Content analysis 1 5 4(8.0)
Woods, Priest, & Roberts (2002) 0 1
Downe-Wamboldt (1992) 0 1
Waltz, Strickland, & Lenz (1984) 1 0
Unidentifiable 0 1
Thematic analysis 1 1 2(4.0)
Braun & Clark (2006) 0 1
Unidentifiable 1 0
Problem oriented analysis 2 0 2(4.0)
Fullilove (2001) 2 0
Mixed 0 1 1(2.0)
Downe-Wamboldt (1992) 0 1
Total 23 27 50 (100.0)
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(44.0%) 2.2 713 wotrh theog ‘XM wiAl'71 124
(24.0%), ‘F2ole] AE'7} 118 (22.0%), ‘Azt 2547} 10
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(12.0%), 271 o2el 73$-7} 293(58.0%)9 Ao = Lyelyt
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Table 3. Sampling and Data Collection (N=50)
Variables Categories n (%) Min Max
Sample type General adult 16 (32.0)

Psychiatric patient 15 (30.0)
Care-giver 7 (14.0)
Nursing student 7 (14.0)
Foreigner 3(6.0)
Health professional 2(4.0)
Sample size <9 17 (34.0) 3 85
10~19 21 (42.0)
20~29 4(8.0)
>30 8(16.0)
Data collection Individual interview 35 (70.0)
methods Focus group 4(8.0)
Writing 2(4.0)
Questionnaire 2(4.0)
Interview & focus group 3(6.0)
Interview & questionnaire 2(4.0)
Interview & writing 1(2.0)
Interview, focus group & participatory observation 1(2.0)
Time for interview <60 2(4.8) 30 360
(minute) (n=42) 61~120 23 (54.7)
121~180 6(14.3)
>181 2(4.8)
Not presented 9(21.4)
No. of interview (n=42) <1 4(9.6) 1 10
2~3 16 (38.1)
4~5 6(14.3)
>0 3(7.D
Not presented 13 (30.9)
Period of data collection <1 3 (6.0) 1 51
(month) 2~6 16 (32.0)
7=~12 10 (20.0)
=13 8(16.0)
Not presented 13 (26.0)
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Table 4. Trustworthiness of Qualitative Research (N=50)
Variables Categories n (%)
Terminology Validity & Reliability 11 (22.0)

Validity 11 (22.0)
Rigor 6(12.0)
Trustworthiness 2(4.0)
Reliability 1(2.0)
Mixed 4(8.0)
Not presented 15 (30.0)
Techniques for trustworthiness ’ Member check 22 (44.0)
Consultation to professionals 22 (44.0)
Controlling preconception 12 (24.0)
Peer discussion 11 (22.0)
Conforming procedure 10 (20.0)
Building relationship 5 (10.0)
Presenting verbatim 5(10.0)
Diverse sample and data 4(8.0)
Recording interview 4(8.0)
No. of techniques being used None 15 (30.0)
1 6(12,0)
2 13 (26.0)
=3 16 (32.0)
Citations for trustworthiness Guba & Lincoln (1985, 1989) 7 (14.0)
Maxwell (1996) 1(2.0)
Sandelowski (2000) 1(2.0)
Not identifiable 3(6.0)
Not mentioned 38 (76.0)

Tltems in category are not mutually exclusive,
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