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Purpose: The aim of this study was to evaluate nurses' knowledge of the law, consciousness, and will to practice and
the relationships among factors affecting the will to practice. Methods: A cross-sectional survey was conducted and
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, independent t-test, ANOVA, Pearson correlation coefficients and mul-
tiple regression. Results: Most respondents were women (93.9%) and 75.6% of them had received basic education
on law. The average score on knowledge of the law was 11.83+3.07 for general law and 10.42+3.32 for nursing law.
The average score on consciousness of law and will to practice was 2.50£0.31 and 4.32+0.58, respectively.
Differences were observed in knowledge of the law in terms of having taken a refresher course(F=5.87, p=.003); in
consciousness of the law in terms of knowledge of the law (F=6.61, p<.002); and in will to practice according to age
(F=7.30, p=.007) and educational level (F=13.08, p<.001). Factors influencing will to practice included behavioral
and cognitive consciousness, general knowledge of law, and education. These factors explained 24% of the variance.
Conclusion: Nurses knowledge and consciousness regarding law was relatively lower than their will to practice.
Systematic law education for nurses and repetitive research are recommended to prevent nursing malpractice.
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Table 1. Participants' General Characteristics (N=295)
Characteristics Categories n (%) M=SD
Gender Female 277 (93.9)

Male 18 (6.1)
Age (year) <25 68 (23.1)  32.81£8.37
25~<30 77 (26.1)
30~<35 42 (14.2)
35~<40 56 (19.0)
>40 52 (17.6)
Marital status Single 157 (53.2)
Married 138 (46.8)
Education level Diploma (3-year) 10 (37.3)
Bachelor (4-year) 157 (53.2)
> Master 28 (9.5)
Position Staff nurse 248 (84.1)
Charge nurse 23 (7.8)
>Head nurse 24 (8.1)
Total period of work (year) <1 25 (8.5) 10.03£8.05
1~<3 45 (15.3)
F~<B 51 (17.2)
5~<10 53 (18.0)
>10 121 (41.0)
Work department Medical ward 69 (23.5)
Surgical ward 106 (35.9)
Special ward 88 (29.8)
Other 32(10.8)
<200 10 (3.4)
Hospital size (beds) 201~400 189 (64.1)
>401 96 (32.5)
Received education on the law  Yes 263 (88.8)
No 32 (11.2)
If received, education when? As a student 199 (75.6)
As a nurse 17 (6.5)
Both 47 (17.9)
Nurses need for education Yes 291 (98.6)
on the law No 4(14)
If education is needed, To know public's legal right and responsibility 119 (40.3)
why it is needed?* To know nurses' legal right and responsibility 273 (92.5)
To know patients' legal right and responsibility 193 (65.4)
Tp prepare and deal with nursing and medical error 244 (82.7)
The others 0(0.0)
Level of knowledge of law Sufficient 0(0.0) 2.924+0.56
Moderate 58 (19.7)
Insufficient 202 (68.5)
Almost none 35 (11.8)
Intention to take a refresher Yes 234 (79.3)
education on law No 20 (6.8)
Not sure 41 (13.9)
What should be included in People's legal right and responsibility 118 (40.0)
a refresher education for Nurses' legal right and responsibility 272 (92.2)
nurses?* Patients' legal right and responsibility 203 (68.8)
Prevention Methods for nursing and medical errors 274 (92.9)
Types of medical disputes and effective coping plans for coping 258 (87.5)
Other 2(0.7)

*Multiple responses.
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Table 2. Nurses' Knowledge of General and Nursing Law,

‘%%.5_6}1:}’7] A Y] BB 3 SHE ol v,

Consciousness, and Will to Practice (N=295)
Variables Min  Max M=SD
Knowledge of general law 0 19  11.83+3.07
Knowledge of nursing law 0 17 10.42+3.32
Law consciousness 1.27 4.00 2.50£0.31

Cognitive consciousness 1.00 400 281%+0.36
Affective consciousness 117 400 2.03%045
Behavioral consciousness 1.25 400 250£0.31
Will to practice 1.00 500 4.32+0.58
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Table 3. Differences of Knowledge, Consciousness, and Will to Practice law according to Participants' Characteristics (N=295)

Knowledge of Knowledge of Consciousness of . .
o ) . Practice will
Characteristics Categories general law nursing law law
MzSD torF(p) MzSD torF(p) MESD torF(p) MESD torF (p)
Gender Female 11.92+3.00 3.66 1055+3.16  7.30 2.50+0.31 31 4.32+0.58 .20
Male 10.50+3.88 (.057) 8.39+4.88 (.007) 254+0.31 (.581) 4.37£0.60 (.659)
a>b
Age (year) <25 11.91+£2.65 1.90 10.22+3.05 1.75 253+0.28 1.75 4.27+0.52 3.78
25~<30 11.39+3.50 (.110) 9924361 (139) 250+0.27 (139) 4.25+0.43  (.005)
30~<35 12.55+2.94 10.33+3.07 2.43+0.32 419+0.72 a,b,c,
35~<40 11.29+3.48 10.45+3.48 2.46+0.36 430+0.70 d,<e
>40 12.40+2.31 11.44+3.12 2.57+0.30 4.59+0.50
Marital status Single 11.97+£3.05 .64 10.25+3.22 .80 252+0.27 122 430+0.48 .26
Married 11.68+3.09 (424) 10.60+3.44 (372) 2481034 (.27) 4331+0.67  (.611)
Educational Diploma 11.37+3.38 2.66 10.30+£3.52 2.72 24610.26  1.88 415+0.57 13.08
level Bachelor 12.00£2.94 (.072) 10.47+3.28 (.068) 2531033 (154) 4.36+£0.57 (<.001)
> Master 12.71+£2.17 11.64+2.36 2.52+0.33 473+£0.36 a,b<c
Position Staff nurse 11.77+£311 .78 10.18+3.36  4.01 2.51+0.28 .09 4.19+0.51 2.06
Charge nurse  11.78%£3.46 (460) 11.56£3.10 (.019) 2494053 (917) 4.36£0.87 (.129)
>Head nurse 12.58%+2.15 11.75+2.61 2.48+0.26 4.54+0.82
Total period <1 10.88+3.42 1.82 9.6413.67 2.30 2.59+0.29  1.00 4.15+0.58 1.13
of work (year) 1~<3 11.60+£2.79 (.124) 9984324  (.59) 251027 (408) 4.28%0.52 (.342)
3~<5 11.69+3.52 9.57+3.61 2.52+0.26 4271043
5~<10 12.72+2.44 10.91+3.01 2.45+0.27 4.31+0.45
>10 11.79+3.09 10.88+3.20 2.50£0.35 4.39+0.69
Work Medical ward  12.52+2.47 279 10.38+3.00 1.42 2.49+0.30 .76 4.38+0.42 1.23
department Surgical ward  11.67£3.23 (.041) 10.32+3.11 (.238) 254029 (.518) 4.29£0.60 (.299)
Special ward 11.26+3.45 10.26+3.75 2.48+0.34 4.25+0.64
Other 12.47+2.16 11.53+3.33 2.48+0.28 4.44+0.56
Hospital size <200 9401347 9.81 8.601£5.34 229 2.4610.36 15 4.21+0.23 5.16
(beds) 201~400 11.47+£3.09 (<.001) 10.31+3.47 (103) 251£032 (.865) 4.24+0.62 (.006)
>401 12.80%2.70 10.81+2.66 2.50+0.27 4474047
Received education  Yes 11.92+3.03 1.68 10.38+3.29 .26 251+£031 1.15 4.32+0.59 .03
on the law No 11.18+3.33 (196) 10.70+£3.60 (.608) 2451025 (285) 4341047 (.858)
Need for education  Yes 11.85+3.06 .29 1043+3.30 .50 2.50+0.31 .32 4.32+0.58 21
on the law No 11.00+4.24  (.585) 9.25+492 (480) 242+0.26 (.574) 445050 (.651)
Knowledge of Moderate® 13.09+245 944 11521274 428 2.63+0.28 6.61 4461053  2.66
the law Insufficient” 11.73+£2.99 (<.001) 10.21+3.26 (.015) 247+0.27 (002) 427+059 (.072)
Almost none®  10.37+3.69 a>b>c 9.80%+4.16 a>b,c 245+045 a>b,c 4.37+0.58
Intent to take a Yes® 12124285 5.87 10.50+3.16  2.01 250+£0.29 .009 4.37+0.58 5.17
refresher No® 11.35+£3.62 (.003) 11.20+£3.99 (136) 251£041 (991) 410+0.70 (.006)
education of law Not sure® 10.41+£3.61 a>b,c 9.56+3.76 2.50+0.33 411+£039 a>b,c
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Table 4. Relationship among Nurses' Knowledge of General and Nursing, Law Consciousness, and Will to Practice (N=295)
X1 X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7
Variables
r (p) r(p) r (p) r(p) r (p) r(p) r (p)
X1 1
X2 46 (< .001) 1
X3 - 08 (.182) -.01 (.862) 1
X4 02 (.761) 02 (.717) 75 (<.001) 1
X5 12 (.043) -.06 (:351) 84 (<.001) 39 (<.001) 1
X6 -.05 (.443) .04 (467) .65 (<.001) .39 (<.001) .28 (<.001) 1
X7 .23 (<.001) .21 (<.001) .27 (<.001) .32 (<.001) .08 (.175) .30 (<.001) 1

X1=Knowledge of general law; X2=Knowledge of nursing law; X3=Law consciousness; X4=Cognitive consciousness; X5=Affective consciousness;

X6=Behavioral consciousness; X7=Will to practice.
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