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May 18 Democratic Uprising and Experiences of Nursing Activities in the
Gwangju Area

Yang, Ya Ki

Department of Nursing, School of Medicine, Wonkwang University

Purpose: This study was conducted to define the experiences of nursing activities in Gwangju area during the May
18 (5 - 18) Democratic Uprising over 30 years ago. Methods: Data were collected in 2010 and 2011 through individual
in-depth interviews. Ten nurses who worked in general hospitals in the Gwangju area during the 5 - 18 Democratic
Uprising were interviewed using open-ended questions. Each interview lasted about 2~3 hours. Verbatim transcripts
were analyzed using Van Kaam'’s method of phenomenological analysis. Results: Four categories emerged from
the analysis: anxiety about the incident which was experienced for the first time; progress of the 5 - 18 events and
relationship to participants; changes in nursing environment; retrospection and wishes related to the 5 - 18 incident.
Conclusion: This oral history study revealed more clearly of the experiences of nursing activities in the Gwangju area
during the 5 - 18 Democratic Uprising. The data may provide a basis for writing history nursing in the community,
and can be a basis for guidelines covering nursing care in crisis.
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Table 1. Experiences of Nursing Activities in Gwangju Area in the 5-18 Democratic Uprising

Categories Theme

Sub theme

Anxiety about the incident
as it was experienced for
the first time

Recognition of start of 5- 18

Change of atmosphere, anxiety and
confusion after mass shooting

Progress of 518 and

relationships
Compassion for citizen army and roles as
citizens
Changes in Changes day-to-day

nursing environment

Structural changes in patient care system

Supply of medicines and food

Retrospection and wishes
fors5-18

Silence for a long time and chagrin being

mistaken

Need to find nursing history and to write

nursing history

Needs to extend of nursing care area

Anger against martial law forces

Pride to be part of historical incident

- Awareness through individual experience
- Awareness through message from outside

- Change of atmosphere in hospital
- Anxiety and confusion after mass shooting

- Anger at martial law forces
- Fear of martial law forces

- Compassion for citizen army
- Role as a citizen

- Changes in working patterns
- Hospital access control

- Changes in prescription delivery system
- Changes in nursing intervention flow

- Supply of drugs and food
- Supply of blood and oxygen

- Pride to be part of historical incident as a nurse

- Silence for a long time
- Healing through interviewing

- Need to find nursing history
- Need to write nursing history

- Need for Emergency care and disaster nursing
guidelines
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