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Women Nurses' Independence Movement during the Japanese
Occupation: A Historical Research Study

Jin, Li Hua' - Kim, Miyoung®
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to elucidate the role of Korean women nurses in the independence movement
and to examine their activities during the Japanese occupation from 1910 to 1945. Methods: Nurses studied were
women nurses referred to as Ganhowon, Ganhobu, Gyeonseupganhobu, Sanpa, and Josanbu at that time. Five par-
ticipants such as descendents or relatives of nurses who participated in independence movements, were selected
for interview to provide oral historical materials. An historical research approach was used and all of the data were
analyzed according to period, region, and pattern of the independence movement. Results: Throughout the historical
literature and oral historical materials, it was found that from 1914 to 1945, thirty-eight women nurses actively partici-
pated in various types of independence activities such as mass hurrah demonstrations, raise the spirit of war, red
cross activities, enlightenment movement and armed struggle to encourage the public to stand up against Japanese
imperialism locally and abroad. Conclusion: The findings indicate that women nurses, as enlightened women, endea-
vored to solve social issues with their autonomous volition, and these action can serve as meaningful evidence for

enhancing the social status of nurses.
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Table 1. Patterns of Women Nurses' Independence Movement
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Period Patterns

Female nurse

1910s Raise the spirit of war

Armed struggle

Around 1919 Mass hurrah demonstrations

Raise the spirit of war

Red cross activities

Armed struggle

1920s- mid 1930s Raise the spirit of war
Red cross activities

Women's movement

Religious activity

Enlightenment movement for rural communities

Armed struggle

Sino-Japanese Raise the spirit of war

Park Won-Kyung
Lim Soo-Myung

Kim An-Soon, Kim Oh-Sun, Kim On-Soon,
Kim Hyo-Soon, Kim Hwa-Soon,

Roh Soon-Kyung, Park Duk-Rye,

Park Duk-Hye, Park Won-Kyong,

Park Ja-Hye, Lee Do-Sin, Lee Sung-Sook,
Lee Sung-Wan, Lee A-Soo, Lee Jeong-Sook,
Chang Yune-Hee, Chung Chong-Myung,
Chae Kye-Bok, Tak Myung-Sook,

Han Shin-Gwang

Kim Yeo-Un, Kim En-Do, Kim Tae-Bok,
Kim Hyo-Soon, Park Duk-Hye,

Park Bong-Nam, Park Ok-Sin,

Park Won-Kyung, Yune Jin-Su, Lee Do-Sin,
Lee Sung-Wan, Lee Jeong-Sook,

Chang Ok-Soon, Chae Kye-Bok,

Hwang Hye-Su

Kim Tae-Bok, Park Duk-Hye,

Park Ok-Sin, Yune Jin-Su, Lee Jeong-Sook,
Chae Kye-Bok, Choi Hyo-Shin

Chung Chong-Myung, Tak Myung-Sook

Kim Eung-Sook, Roh Soon-Kyung,
Park Ja-Hye, Chung Chong-Myung
Kim Oh-Sun, Kim Tae-Bok,

Park Won-Kyung

Kim Tae-Bok, Park Won-Kyung,

Lee Sung-Wan, Lee Sung-Sook,

Lee Jeong-Sook, Chung Chong-Myung,
Tak Myung-Sook, Han Shin-Gwang

Kim Tae-Bok, Park Won-Kyung
Chung Chong-Myung, Ham Gui-Rae
Kim Tae-Bok, Park Ja-Hye

Choi Sun-Hwa

WIS Red cross activities Park Won-Kyung, Seo Kwang-Ok, Lee Ae-Na
Women's movement Han Shin-Gwang
Armed struggle Kimchon Choon-Ja, Park Hye-Kyung,
Nurse Han
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