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<Table 1> Content analysis of goals & objectives in
nursing educational programs n=99

Category Key concepts
Humanism Altruism

Human dignity/Humanism
Humanity training

Holistic Nursing

Caring

Helping

Critical thinking

Logical thinking/Judgement
Clear expression

Integrity

Holistic nursing

Critical thinking

Scientific method(Nursing process)
Knowledge(theory, practice, research,
application)

Clinical competence
Accountability/Mission
Ethics/Morality

Justice

Contribution to human/community/nation
Autonomy

Leadership

Active participation

Openness

Nurses' role Leader

Educator/Counsellor

Facilitator

Nursing knowledge
& clinical
competence

Professionalism

Researcher
Career-development  life-long learning
Continuous self-development
Credential learning
International nurse
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<Table 2> Characteristics of nursing science and
expected outcomes from graduates

Expected outcomes from
graduates
Providing holistic nursing
High self-esteem

Nursing science
characteristics
Humanity

Service to society
Critical thinking
Nursing knowledge
Decision-making ability

Scientific knowledge

Professionalism Establishing a professionalism
Ethics

Leadership

Cooperation

Self-development

Construction of therapeutic
relationship

Skilled nursing practice

Problem solving ability

Providing professional nursing role

Therapeutic (caring &
curative) relationship
Facilitating well-being
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to determine characteristics of nursing science and identify expected
outcomes from baccalaureate graduates, and to develop accreditation standards and criteria reflecting the
characteristics of the nursing profession. Methods: A methodological research design was utilized in this study.
Related literature reviews and the nursing education program goals and objectives of the 99 nursing schools in
Korea were analyzed. A cross-sectional survey research design was utilized to test the validity of the developed
characteristics of the nursing profession and their accreditation criteria and standards. The face validity was from
the advisory committee and public committee hearing. Results: The characteristics of nursing science were defined
with five concepts including humanity, scientific knowledge, professionalism, therapeutic relationship, and
facilitating well-being. The expected outcomes from graduates were identified as providing holistic nursing, critical
thinking, establishing professionalism and leadership, construction of a therapeutic relationship, and skilled nursing
practice. Finally6 standards and 14 criteria reflecting the unique characteristics of the nursing profession were
developed for accreditation. These proposed accreditation standards and criteria are a challenge to promote the
quality of nursing science.
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