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<Table 1> Distribution of Q-sample card

(Disagree) (Neutral) (Agree)
Score -4 -3 -2 -1 0 Sl 2 =3} +4
No. of card 2 3 4 5 6 5 4 3 2

Ul(Stephenson, 1982; Kim, 1992).
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<{Table 2> Eigen values, variance, and cumulative percentage

Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
Eigenvalues 11.3690 3.3056 2.0905
Variance(%) 2992 .0870 .0550
Cumulative 2992 3862 4412

<Table 3> Correlations among types

Type 1 Type2 Type 3
Type 1 1.000
Type 2 739 1.000
Type 3 195 224 1.000
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<Table 4> Types, weights, demographic characteristics for P-samples

Subject's Factor _ Living Past Health ; ey
Type . Age Sex Religion . Education  allowance
No. weight score together ~ occupation  Status
(Thous.)
Type 1 VARO04 1.9198 66 M None Spouse Teacher Good Grad. S 500
(n=13) VARO3 1.8588 64 M Buddhism Spouse Officer Good Univ. 700
VARO1 1.0908 62 M None Spouse Business Good High S 300
VARO02 0.9589 62 F Catholic Spouse Teacher Good Univ. 500
VAR14 0.5833 66 M Protestant Spouse Business Good High S 700
VARI16 0.5725 66 F Catholic Spouse Teacher Good Univ. 1,000
VAROS 0.5445 66 F Buddhism Spouse Household Good High S 300
VARI12 0.5285 64 F None Spouse Household Fair Univ. 300
VAR23 0.4662 67 F Protestant Spouse Household Poor Middle S 250
VAR30 0.4280 64 F Protestant Spouse Employee Poor Univ. 300
VARL17 0.3714 66 M Catholic Spouse Teacher Good Grad. S 700
VAR08 0.3077 68 F Buddhism Spouse Household Good Elem. 300
VARO06 0.2343 67 F None Daughter Merchant Good High S 500
Type 2 VARI1 1.4167 76 F Buddhism Son Household Fair None 500
(n=16) VAR28 1.3374 68 M Protestant Spouse Merchant Fair High S 300
VAR27 1.0187 65 M Protestant Spouse Employee Fair High S 200
VAR37 1.0214 64 M Catholic Alone Merchant Poor High S 50
VAR32 1.0154 68 F Protestan Spouse Household Good Middle S 500
VAR26 0.7736 65 F Protestan Son Household Poor High S 100
VAR09 0.7638 74 F Buddhism Alone Farming Fair None 200
VAR24 0.6659 69 F Protestan Alone Business Poor None 800
VAR33 0.5996 68 F Buddhism Alone Household Poor None 100
VAR22 0.5990 79 F Buddhism Son Farming Poor Elem. 50
VAR20 0.5713 62 F Protestan Son Household Good High S 100
VAR31 0.3263 61 F Protestan Alone Employee Good High S 300
VAR34 0.2827 64 F Buddhism Spouse Merchant Poor Elem. 400
VARO07 0.2153 60 F Buddhism Spouse Employee Good High S 200
VARI10 0.2135 69 F Buddhism Spouse Household Good Middle S 300
VAR21 0.0948 66 M Protestan Spouse Business Fair High S 100
Type 3 VAR29 0.9937 73 M None Son Employee Good Middle S 200
(n=9) VARI18 0.6069 61 M Buddhism Son Teacher Good Univ. 700
VAR25 0.5905 70 F Buddhism Spouse Farming Poor High S 200
VARIS 0.4904 64 M None Son Business Good Univ. 800
VAR36 0.4720 83 F Catholic Alone Household Poor Middle S 30
VAR35 0.4525 67 F Catholic Daughter Farming Poor None 50
VAR38 0.4415 75 F Catholic Alone Framing Poor Elem. 400
VAR19 0.3761 65 M Protestan Son Teacher Good Univ. 200
VARI13 0.2490 64 M None Spouse Employee Good High S 300
* Grau. S : Graduate School Univ. : University m. : Elementary Thous. : Thousand
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<Table 5> Q-Samples and Z-Scores according to types

Z—Score
Q—Statement Typel Type2 Type3
(N=13) (N=16) (N=9)
1. Severe pain from chronic illness leads to think of suicide. 1.10 -0.94 1.75
2. Frequent quarreling within the family leads to think of suicide. 0.45 -0.31 0.25
3. Responsibility to offspring's poverty leads to think of suicide. -0.42 -0.78 -1.60
4. Feeling burden to offspring leads to think of suicide. -0.30 -1.49 -1.41
5. Thinking not looked up to offspring leads to think of suicide. -0.90 -1.12 0.55
6. Nobody to hear one's heavy heart leads to think of suicide. 2.14 0.84 -1.01
7. Feeling useless after retirement leads to think of suicide. 0.12 -1.27 -0.06
8. Hopeless about life leads to think of suicide. -0.49 1.14 0.08
9. Elderly suicide is less concerned in the society than the young's. -1.30 -0.47 -0.98
10. Living instead of killing self is for the responsibility to the world. 1.10 -0.49 0.40
11. Poor physical condition oppose to one's wish leads to think of suicide. -0.29 -0.73 0.31
12. Elderly suicide is for the national and social reposibility. 0.52 0.18 1.19
13. Getting rid of the greed, no reason to think of suicide. 1.51 -1.15 0.17
14. Planning the welfare program for elderly prevents to think of suicide. -1.67 0.14 -0.27
15. Having a good supporter system prevents to think of suicide. 0.01 1.53 -0.01
16. Open communication within the family is the best way to prevent suicide ideation. 0.37 1.85 1.29
17. Feeling lonely and isolation leads to think of suicide. -0.22 1.30 1.53
18. Poor economical status leads to think of suicide. 1.48 1.11 1.04
19. Suicide is extreme idea for having no philosophy of life. 1.34 0.37 -1.07
20. Feeling helplessness in aged is difficult to get over without faith. 0.01 1.06 0.20
21. No need to commit suicide for naturally elderly die as time goes by. -0.99 0.62 0.13
22. When I saw someone killing self, I understand it thoroughly. 0.94 0.44 1.98
23. Suicide damages the offspring's and family's pride. 0.04 -0.03 0.74
24. Suicide occurs from depression and self abasement. -0.46 0.05 -0.69
25. Suicide originates from the regret and guilty conscience in one's youth. -0.81 -1.65 0.46
26. It's better commit suicide than live unhappy.. -2.07 -1.12 -1.63
27. Facing the great suffering, suicide is the best solution. -0.66 -1.07 -0.04
28. Feeling cruelty, wanting to overcome the suffering for commiting suicide. 0.95 1.18 1.50
29. I don't want to die for living itself is valuable. -1.15 -1.08 -1.79
30. Getting older, I think of suicide seriously. -1.81 -1.02 -0.61
31. When I die, all the problems will be solved. 0.29 1.36 0.17
32. “Well-being” as the pursuit of youth stimulates elderly suicide. 0.61 0.36 -0.96
33. The only lunatics be able to commit suicide. -0.28 -0.13 -0.84
34. Suicide is a sin for it's forbidden under any circumstances. 0.84 1.31 -0.79
{Table 6> Type items and Z-scores greater or less than all others
Q—statement Z score Average Difference
6 Nobody to hear one's heavy heart leads to think of suicide. 2.14 0.32 1.82
19 Suicide is extreme idea for having no philosophy of life. 1.34 -216 1.56
13 Getting rid of the greed, no reason to think of suicide. 1.51 -.035 1.54
10 Living instead of killing self is for the responsibility to the world. 1.10 0.84 1.02
20 Feeling helplessness in aged is difficult to get over without faith. 0.01 1.14 -1.13
8 Hopeless about life leads to think of suicide -.487 0.99 -1.48
21 No need to commit suicide for naturally elderly die as time goes by. -.987 0.54 -1.53
14 Planning the welfare program for elderly prevents to think of suicide. -1.67 0.09 -1.76
Erizgt Aol-148), HOM Wzte rltd] Algke] 9l & ol thd Fele Aso] gl R Azoltk o] B
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<Table 7> Type 2 items and Z-scores greater or less than all others

Q—statement Z score Average Difference
16 Open communication within the family is the best way to prevent suicide ideation. 1.85 0.36 1.50
15 Having a good supporter system prevents to think of suicide. 1.53 0.15 1.38
34 Suicide is a sin for it's forbidden under any circumstances. 1.31 0.42 0.88
10 Living instead of killing self is for the responsibility to the world. -.487 0.61 -1.10
25 Suicide originates from the regret and guilty conscience in one's youth. -1.65 -.263 -1.39
1 Severe pain from chronic illness leads to think of suicide. -.939 0.88 -1.82
13 Getting rid of the greed, no reason to think of suicide. -1.15 0.85 -2.01
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<Table 8> Type 3 items and Z-scores greater or less than all others

Q—statement Z score Average Difference
17 Feeling lonely and isolation leads to think of suicide. 1.53 -279 1.81
1 Severe pain from chronic illness leads to think of suicide. 1.75 -012 1.76
5 Thinking not looked up to offspring leads to think of suicide. 0.55 -1.13 1.68
22 When I saw someone killing self, I understand it thoroughly. 1.98 0.54 1.44
3 Responsibility to offspring's poverty leads to think of suicide. -1.60 -.384 -1.22
19 Suicide is extreme idea for having no philosophy of life. -1.07 0.59 -1.66
34 Suicide is a sin for it's forbidden under any circumstances. -.794 1.12 -1.92
6 Nobody to hear one's heavy heart leads to think of suicide. -1.01 1.37 -2.38
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Attitudes of Elderly Koreans toward Suicide*
- a Q-Methodological Approach -
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to analyze the types of suicide attitudes among the Korean elderly.
Method: The Q-methodology which provides a method of analyzing the subjectivity of each item was used.
Thirty-four selected Q-statements from 38 subjects were classified into a shape of normal distributionusing a 9
point scale. The collected data was analyzed using a QUANL PC program. Result: Three types of suicide
attitudes for research subjects in Korean elderly were identified. Type I is understanding suicide - self conquest
and labor type, Type II is opposing suicide - family band foundation type, and Type III is sympathizing with
suicide - painful situation escaping type. Conclusion: The results of the study indicate that different approaches of
suicide prevention programs are recommended based on the three types of suicide attitudes among Korean elderly.
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