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<Table 1> Genernal and sexual characteristics of

students participants (N=1,865)
Characteristics Criteria n (%)
Gender Male 727(39.0)
Female 1135(60.9)
Age Meant SD 21.15%2.33
Major Medical track 673(36.1)
Non-medical track 1188(63.7)
Year in university Ist 409(21.9)
2nd 574(30.8)
3rd 433(23.2)
4th 446(23.9)
Sexual attitude Progressive 122( 6.5)
of parents Conservative 1027(55.1)
Ordinary 565(30.3)
Vague 137( 7.3)
Experience with sex Yes 1238(66.4)
education No 609(32.7)
Intercourse* Yes 372(19.9)
No 1358(72.8)
Experience with Yes 297(15.9)
pregnancy prevention* No 57( 3.1)
Pregnancy* Yes 26( 1.4)
No 149( 8.0)
Experience with Yes 193(10.3)
STD prevention* No 137( 7.3)

* Numbers excluded missing data
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<Table 2> Distribution and mean scores on items of sexual autonomy (N=1,865)
: 1 2 3 4 5
tem % n%) 0G0 n®%) e MeanSP
I can speak equally with my sex partner about sex 18(1.0) 49(2.6) 267(14.3) 553(29.7) 973(52.2) 4.30£0.88
related matter.
I can speak clearly about having intercourse. 87(4.7) 170(9.1) 384(20.6) 488(26.2) 727(39.0) 3.8611.17
I can reject having unwanted intercourse 37(2.0) 88(4.7) 177( 9.5) 457(24.5)  1100(59.0) 4.34£0.97
I can decide by myself whether I have intercourse 48(2.6) 67(3.6) 270(14.5) 499(26.8) 974(52.2) 4.23%1.00
8 or not
N [ can use contraceptives when I have intercourse 60(3.2) 68(3.6) 240(12.9) 404(21.7)  1078(57.8) 4.28%1.04
T I can use prevention methods to prevention STDs 46(2.5) 85(4.6) 284(15.2) 417(22.4)  1022(54.8) 4.23%+1.03
R 1 will control my sexual desire 35(1.9) 56(3.0) 304(16.3) 564(30.2) 897(48.1) 4.20£0.95
8 I care about the effects of my sexual partner when 28(1.5) 51(2.7) 205(11.0) 623(33.4) 948(50.8) 4.30£0.88
I have intercourse
I can express my unpleasant feeling against sexual 34(1.8) 98(5.3) 378(20.3) 523(28.0) 825(44.2) 4.08%1.01
violence.
I can prevent of sexual violence 23(1.2) 38(2.0) 156( 8.4) 452(24.2)  1186(63.6) 4.48%0.83
Meant SD 423+ 92
C I can decide to have an abortion or giving birth 55(2.9) 71(3.8) 219(11.7) 511(27.4) 997(53.5) 4.25%1.01
0 following pregnancy out of wedlock
1; I can be responsible if I have an STD infection 56(3.0) 127(6.8) 344(18.4) 530(28.4) 800(42.9) 4.02+1.08
N I can prevent repeated STD infections 18(1.0) 30(1.6) 91( 4.9) 342(18.3)  1375(73.7) 4.63£0.74
G MeantSD 430+ 89
Total MeantSD 55.24%7.72
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{Table 3> Mean scores for sexual autonomy according to general and sexual characteristics (N=1,865)

Characteristics Criteria n (%) Mean #SD t/F (o)

Gender Male 727(39.0) 53.91£8.56 -5.822(.000)
Female 1135(60.9) 56.1316.90

Major Medical track 673(36.1) 55.09£8.19 -0.693(.489)
Non-medical track 1188(63.7) 55.35£7.35

Year in university 1st 409(21.9) 53.46+9.16D 12.389(.000) T
2nd 574(30.8) 55.1147.51@
3rd 433(23.2) 55.86+7.53@
4th 446(23.9) 56.5146.05@

Sexual attitudes of parents Progressive 122( 6.5) 54.76+8.45 4.223(.006) T2
Conservative 1027(55.1) 55.67+7.170
Ordinary 565(30.3) 55.0317.97
Vague 137( 7.3) 53.29+9.40@

Experience with sex education Yes 1238(66.4) 55.42+7.39 -1.041(.298)
No 609(32.7) 55.0318.11

Intercourse’ Yes 372(19.9) 55.10£7.68 0.548(.584)
No 1358(72.8) 55.3517.61

Experience with pregnancy prevention* Yes 297(15.9) 55.74£7.24 3.317(.001)
No 57( 3.1) 51.20£9.65

Pregenacy* Yes 26( 1.4) 54.95£6.73 -4.730(.637)
No 149( 8.0) 53.97£9.05

Experience with STD prevention* Yes 193(10.3) 56.1917.51 3.194(.002)
No 137( 7.3) 53.55£7.07

*Numbers excluded missing data
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Purpose: This study was to add to the understanding of sexual autonomy in college students in Korea. A
descriptive survey design was used. Method: The participants in this study were 1,865 college students from 13
colleges, The questionnaire consisted of 15 items on general characteristics and 13 items measuring sexual
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autonomy. The SPSS 10.0 program was used for data analysis. Result: The global score for sexual autonomy was
relatively high at 5524 with a possible range of 13~65. The item on sexual autonomy with the highest score
were, 'l can prevent repeated STD infections' and the item with the lowest sexual autonomy score was 'l can
speak clearly about having intercourse'. Factors related to sexual autonomy were identified as gender, parents'
attitude, year in university, experience with STD prevention and experience with pregnancy prevention. The score
for sexual autonomy was lower in male college students (p= .000), students whose parents' attitudes to sex were
vague, first year students (p=.000), students who had little experience with prevention of STDs (p= .002), students
who had little experience with prevention of pregnancy (p= .001). Conclusion: The results showed that in setting
priorities for sex education the following groups of students should be given first priority, male students, students
whose parents' attitudes to sex were vague, first year students, students who have not had experience with
prevention of STDs, and students who have not had experience with prevention of pregnancy.
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