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{Table 1) Characteristics of Subjects (n=71)
characteristics item frequency percentage(%)
sex male 54 76.1

female 17 23.9

30-39 4 5.6

40-49 7 9.9

age 50-59 15 21.1

60-69 31 43.7

70-79 14 19.7

none 10 14.1

primary school 25 35.2

education middle school 12 16.9

high school 22 31.0

university 2 2.8

married 70 98.6

marriage unmarried 0 0.0

divorce 1 1.4

high 4 5.6

economics middle 54 76.1

low 13 18.3

less than 1Mo 12 16.9

duration of disease 1Mo~ 1¥r 44 62.0

1Yr- 5Yr 14 19.7

5Yr-10Yr 1 1.4

religion Y 28 ?9'4

N 43 60.6

lung Ca 37 52.1

Esophageal Ca 5 7.0

diagnosis Breast Ca 5 Z.O

Rectal Ca 5 7.0

Laryngeal Ca 5 7.0

other 14 19.7

(Table 2> Uncertainty, Coping, Depression
mean percentile mean SD min max range of score

uncertainty 59.17 5.65 44 72 22-88
problem-focused coping 30.73 48.78 7.45 8 54 0-63
emotional-focused coping 17.85 42.52 33.46 8 26 0-45
depression 15.77 10.45 1 58 0-63

B a3 figabt Azdsle g dig B84
& HAaArt 447, A7 727 elles, T
59.173, EFHAE 5.652 Aol g £844 A
71 oig e ez veEth

2 d3d tidast Atgste dagd 5 BASA
b o] WS 30.73%, EFAUAE 7448 JE
W3z, XS g Hae 17.851, EEHA
£ 3.452 Uelgort T E3 Fo iolE meldly
1004 o2 4% Ay A4 oA #HEe
48.784, AM 4 AL 4252402 Ueh} &
A4 dAdaE | gol AHgste € ¢ F A4

B A7 iz $89 HAge 1%, AUy
58Feld, HF 15,77, Em_x} 10,442 Eich
(Table 2).

3. BEAMDL XL, 20| Y|

Ay, AP Adel olg 7|7k, %, wiTE A
A, BEX JEHQ} BN, iAW, 23 4REA
2 ANE 37 JYUFE BRANE 24 =e A
oz uehdi(r=-.299), EIUMdol EEFH(r=
.344), AARez ABEFE(r=.287), nETFE]
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(Table 3) Correlation of uncertainty, coping and depression

problem-focused emotional~focused

uncertainty . . depression
coping coping
problem-focused coping ~-.169
emotional-focused coping 041 234" :
depression 344 101 261"
sex -.299* -.069 004 -.176
economic status -.061 195 211 287
educational status -.164 193 -.050 -.332**
marriage -.174 .376** 075 .083
duration of disease .094 .000 023 .239*

* p¢0.05, ** p(0.01

(Table 4) Path analysis of uncertainty, coping and depression

path analysis dependent variable independent variable B
1 problem-focused coping uncertainty -.169
emotional-focused coping B .041
2 depression uncertainty .353
problem-focused coping 109
emotional-focused coping 221
@$ETE ( -.332), Zwe ol 7] HEE(r= negative effect) Bt} & Aot} & Z&Fst7] Al thd
.239) & AUt BRtou, FHAFA oA E o g Sz BEAAS oF3] 97 AEEN
o] ]'%(r— 261)8tch. ® 71EXL EAFA Ay I A BEAAS EYESss 28 o33
21& Bol ARSI tHr=.376). AT AZEAE Agsldt. o] § AN Anz
84U Ay, 23] ZAE  Pearson Path A7} ) H i Table 4).
Correlation Coefficient® ol &8l Bug Za 28 Table 49 Path #*& o4t AHER HAE
A & HMBA dhAant 8 7kl fo)d A4 HEg FIA "oh BEAAT 8 Alole] A#EAE
HEA 7} il%lf’_b} EE84A0 diAzicle AT 5 7/H9] Path® 71RE& & &= ok B84 &
7 gol 7K 18 ARHzm, M 2e A1dEdd 2 b AHHY H%(P=.353)7 AL i
(Table 3). e THAY FE(EATY AR P=-.02, HAM
' FA A P=.01)°] 2ot Table 55, wElA
4. 289 gEolol st 2M(7 3, 4 HE) EddAdo] 22 vlAE F EIHtotal effect)® &
A4 AL S AHeS AS 37, MY Ay
Z4E 28440l o vAA He AMAolnn HE ALY B 3600t FEH ez BEaiol &
584 4%k (direct negative effect)e] A £l £ vlAlE Fidaelw Y AIP=.353)/F B
+gd A H ez uAA He £44 g3 (indirect gA4ol diALAE B8 $-50 nAe Yo £
(Table 5) Direct, indirect and total effect of uncertainty, coping and depression (n=71)
r direct indirect total(.d‘irectﬂ
ndirect)
uncertainty-problem focused coping -.169 -.169 -.169
uncertainty-emotional focused coping 041 041 .041
uncertainty-depression .344™ .353 problem focused @ -.02 37
emotional focused : .01 .36
problem focused coping-depression .101 .109 .109
emotional focused coping-depression .261° 221 221

* p€0.05, ** p€0.01
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AHA AR(EAFA dAHA P=-02, FMFA o
Ak p= 0l ¥t 22z 7M 38 A=
AzZtd BEEAT & Abole AFE/23E 2z
direct negative effect) Rt} thxjulyat £.8 2jo)e]
19 2/34 29 Zr¥Hdirect positive effect)7t & &
oltF'e] AZE (Table HE 4¥ & & gk B
Azt & Alelgl Path AFE 353011 &x]34
WALH T & Ateje] Path Alds 109, FMFA
WS 98 alele] Path AFe 2210tk 1
2 Azd BgdAel E95  $8o] 2y
(r=.344), 3A24 dixds & Aol s
F3td (r=.261) +&¢ 4+LFE FAFH AL
A& AR ¢ 4 Uk a3y ‘iﬂﬂ‘%}ﬂ*} &
Atele] HgA #Fvl BRAALH & Abole] BAH
iy 24 Jehd M 4= 71ZE It Table 5).
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N

(RN

F e Tﬂ o8 %_%ZM 71]*‘1 f2=2 48 ¢
T of]et ol ﬁga& thalst A& Wajske 81lo| F
h=R- n]%n] %-g‘::}—\\_ /él/hé (s} E—r’,z-_‘ o= E}‘TO'] p

71 9% FA ol %&6}‘3}. 2 dFdMe 4t
At B 2 oiAe 249 ddof digt
o iAol FFE AuE7] Y8 FAs o B
g 5k qAUNE TEUSR st 2EEES
HH4E, ngn 9% UL n A4d 28
A EASA g BT g 58
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- Abstract -

A Correlational Study on
Uncertainty, Coping and
Depression of Cancer Patients

Lee, Yun-Jung® - Ham, Eun-Mi**
Kim, Kum-Sun***

The purpose of this study was to investigate
the effects of coping mechanisms on uncertainty
and depression.

The subjects were 71 cancer patients selected
from Junbook National University Hospital, and
the data collection period was from June 21 to
October 19 of 2000. Uncertainty was measured
by using Mishel’s Uncertainty Scale, problem-
focused coping, and emotional-focused coping.
The data was collected by a questionnaire

* Woosuk University
- ** HyeCheon University
*** Seoul National University

developed by Lee (1984), and then depression

measured by using Beck’s depression scale.
Data was analyzed with SPSS/WIN 7.5

program by Pearson Correlation Coefficients,
and Path analysis. '
The results were as follows :

1. The mean uncertainty score was 59.17. the
mean problem-focused coping score was
48.78. the mean emotional-focused coping
score was 42.52.

2. The mean depression score was 15.77.

3. Uncertainty in illness was significantly

{p=0.003) and

emotional-focused coping (p=0.028), but

related to depression

uncertainty was not associated with coping
mechanisms.

4. When analyzed multiple regression between
uncertainty, problem-focused coping. emotional-
focused coping, and depression, more
specifically emotional-focused coping showed
a stronger association with depression than
problem-focused coping.

5. Depression was highly correlated with
economic status (p=0.015), educational
background (p=0.005), duration of disease
(p=0.045).

6. Problem-focused coping and emotionai-focused
coping appeared to function as moderators
instead mediators on the relation between
uncertainty and depression. In addition, as a
whole, uncertainty showed a significant
moderating effect on depression, while
problem-focused coping did on depression.
Finally, limitation of present findings were
discussed and implications [or future studies
are suggested.

Key words Cancer Patient, Uncertainty,

Coping, Depression
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