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T his study is a methodolog ical research study

to develop an ins trument to m easure in patien t s

w ith cancer and to tes t the validity and reliability

of the instrument .

T he research pr ocedure w as as follow s :

1) T he fir st step w as to develop conceptual

framework based on a comprehensive review of the

literature and in - depth interview s with patient s with

cancer . T his conceptual framework was organized in

to three dimensions (the intrapersonal dimension, the

significant - other and context related dimension, the

transcendental dimension). Initially 59 items were

adopted. 2) T hese item s w ere analyzed thr ough the

index of content v alidity (CVI) and 53 item s w ere

selected w hich met m ore than 80% on the CVI. 3)

T he pretes t w as carr ied ou t w ith 87 patient s w ith

cancer . After the pretest result s w ere analyzed by

item analys is , 44 item s w ere selected . A second

test of content v alidity w as conducted and 6 item s

w ere eliminated considering the 80% CVI. 4) T o

test for reliability and v alidity , dat a collection w as

done during the period fr om January 25, 1999, to

Febru ary 26, 1999. T he subject s for the tes t w ere

160 patient s w ith cancer and 185 healthy per sons .

T his study utilized Cronbach 's alpha in analyzing

the reliability of the collected data and applied factor
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analysis , item analysis and multitrait - multimethod

method to analyze validity .

T he finding s are as follow s :

1) T he Cr onbach ' s alpha coefficient for internal

consis tency w as .92 for the tot al 38 item s and

.79, .82, .85, for the three dim ensions in that

order .

2) T he item analys is w as based on the corrected

item to tot al correlat ion coefficient ( .30 or

m ore) and inform ation about the alpha estim ate

if this item w as dropped fr om the scale .

3) A s a resu lt of the init ial factor analys is u sing

principal component analysis and varimax rot ation,

one item w as deleted because of factor complexity

(indiscriminate factor loadings ). In the secondary

factor analysis , 7 factors with eigenvalue of more

than 1.0 were extracted and these factors explained

56 percents of the total variance. The seven factors

were labeled as 'family relationship ' , 'emotional

condition ' , 'physical discomfort ' , 'meaning and goal

of life ', 'contextual stimuli ' , 'change of body image ',

'guilt feelings ' .

4) T he convergence effect betw een this ins trument

and the life s atisfaction scale w as identified

and there w as significant posit ive correlat ion (r =

.52, p= .00). T he discriminant validity between this

instrument and the depression scale (CES- D) was

tested and there w as sign ifican t neg ative

correlat ion (r = - .50, p= .00).

T he ins trument for access ing the suffering of

patient s w ith cancer developed in this s tudy w as

identified as a tool w ith a high degree of

reliability and v alidity . In this sense, this tool can

be effectively utilized for as sessment in caring for

patient s w ith cancer .
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