ORIGINAL ARTICLE

\ '.) Check for updates |

eISSN 2093 - 758X

J Korean Acad Nurs Vol.50 No.1, 81
https://doi.org/10.4040/jkan.2020.50.1.81
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to define and clarify the concept of political competence for nurses, Methods: A hybrid model
method was used to investigate the dimensions, attributes, and definitions of the concept. In the theoretical stage of the study, literature
on nursing, politics, and other discipline were reviewed. In the fieldwork stage, individual in-depth interviews and focus groups interviews
were conducted with politically seasoned experts or activists who had an understanding of the concept of political competence for ex-
tensive descriptions in nursing and field of health care. Results: The concept of political competence was represented in four dimensions
as political knowledge, political efficacy, political interaction, and political activity. In the political knowledge dimension, there were three
attributes, namely, political knowledge, political information and systematic analysis ability, The political efficacy dimension had three at-
tributes of internal political efficacy, external political efficacy, and self-pride of nursing profession. The political interaction dimension
had three attributes of organizations and community service, networking, and persuasive power, The political activity dimension had six
attributes of political leadership, political expression, assertive behavior, political advocacy, political participation, and policy intervention.
Conclusion: This concept development might provide a basic understanding of developing a measurement tool and for constructing a

theory promoting nurses’ political competence,
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants

o
I
o
S
H

Categories No Gender Age Education Occupation
In-depth interviewers
Nursing 1 Female 50s Doctorate Professor of nursing
2 Female 60s Doctorate Executive of Korean Nurses Association
3 Female 60s Doctorate Executive of Korean Nurses Political Society
4 Female 50s Bachelor Executive of health and civil society
5 Female 50s Bachelor Executive of health and civil society
Health care 6 Male 50s Master Aide of the national assemblyman
7 Male 30s Bachelor Secretary of Ministry of Health and Welfare
8 Male 50s Master Executive of health and civil society
9 Male 40s Master Consultant of Korean Nurses Association
10 Male 40s Bachelor Representatives of patient groups
" Male 50s Bachelor Journalist in the area of Health and Welfare
Focus group interviewers
Nursing 1 Female 50s Bachelor Executive of health and civil society
2 Female 50s Bachelor Executive of health and civil society
3 Female 40s Bachelor Executive of health and civil society
Health care 4 Male 50s Master Executive of health and civil society
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Database searching (n=2,841)

- Foreign (n=2,088)

- Web of Science (n=181)

- Science Direct (n=873)

- SCOPUS (n=651)

- MEDLINE (n=36)
Literature - PubMed (n=224)

search - CINAHL (n=87)

- Manual Search (n=36)
- Domestic (n=753)

- Riss (n=56)

- NDSL (n=19)

- KCI (n=630)

- National Assembly Library (n=48)

Exclusion of duplicates (n=782)

A 4

- Foreign (n=743)
- Domestic (n=39)

1st: Review titles (n=2,059)
- Foreign (n=1,345)
- Domestic (n=714)

Exclusion from title (n=1,956)
- Foreign (n=1,258)
- Untitled (n=3), Not relevant (n=1,024)

- Not English (n=6), Views, etc. (n=5)
- National regional politics (n=91)
- Organizational politics (n=17)

h 4

- Industrial politics (n=34)
- Election etc. (n=78)
- Domestic (n=698)

2nd: Review abstracts (n=103)
Literature - Foreign (n=87)
screening - Domestic (n=16)

- Not relevant (n=620)
- National & regional politics (n=77)
- Organizational politics (n=1)

Exclusion from abstracts (n=41)

- Foreign (n=25)
- Not English (n=17), Not full text (n=2)
- National competence (n=1)
- Politics, etc. (n=2), Political analysis (n=1)

A 4

- National politics (n=2)
- Domestic (n=16)

- Politics, analysis (n=5)

- National politics (n=2)

3rd: Review full texts (n=62)
- Foreign (n=62)
- Domestic (n=0)

- Etc. (n=9)

Exclusion from full texts (n=38)

- Foreign (n=38)

y

- No full text (n=1)

4th: Final selection literatures (n=24)
Selection - Foreign (n=24)
- Nursing (n=9), Others (n=15)

- Election & gender (n=12)

- Conference (n=1), Views, etc. (n=9)

- National, regional & organizational
politics etc. (n=15)

Figure 1. Procedure of literature identification and selection.
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Table 2. Dimensions and Attributes of Political Competence in Theoretical Stage

89

Classification Dimension and attributes [Sources]
Other Political knowledge [19,20,24,35]  Internal political efficacy ~ Organizational membership [21]  Political activity
disciplines  Political information [19,22] [14-16,18,33,34] Cooperation act [18,22] [16-18,21,23,24]

Nursing

Attributes

Dimensions

Perceived political insight [20,22]
Political thought [20,24,35]
Systematic analysis ability [20,24]

Politically determination [20,24,35]

Issue sustainability [19,20,24]

Deep knowledge [9,38,40]
Knowledge of both content and
policy process [9,40]

Seek expertise from others [9]

Anticipate focus, “What if?” [9]
Know opposition and inoculate
against it [9]

Political antenna [9]
Continuously scan policy
environment [9]

Offer solution that are not solely
nursing focused [9]

Bring sharp, evidence-based focus [9]

Learning to Know [10]
Scientific qualification [10]
Self-knowledge [10]
Criticality [10]

Nursing expertise as valued
currency [8]

3 2
Political knowledge
Political information
Systematic analysis ability

4

Political knowledge

External political efficacy
[16,18]

Expectations for
government [16-18]

Governmental
responsiveness [16-18]

Political interest
[14,24,34]

Political trust [16-18,
23,24,32,34]

Political attitude
[14-16,18,24,33,34]

Behavior intention and
will of participation
[14,16,18]

Learning to Be [10]

Autonomy [10,39]

Representativeness [10]
Resilience [10]
Strength [10]

2
Internal political efficacy
External political efficacy
Political interest

4

Political efficacy

Networking [18,21]
Political tolerance [22]
Negotiation [21,24]
Political skill [16,18,21]
Persuasive power [22,24]
Political interaction [18]

Approach with genuine warmth
and interpersonal skills [9]
Give useful expertise freely
partnership [9]

Develop effective relationships
with everyone [9]

Learning to Do [10]
Coordination [10]

Negotiation [10]

Personal marketing [10]
Learning to Live Together [10]

Teamwork [10]

Interpersonal relationship [10]
Interaction [10]

Otherness [10]

Opportunities created through
networking [8]

Powerful persuasion [8]
Perseverance [8]

2
Organizational activity
Networking
Negotiation
Persuasive power

4

Political interaction

\oting, campaign
[14-15,17,23,34]
Political participation
[16-18,21,23,24,26,34]

Civil rights [23]

Political expression [23,24]
Leadership [16]

Political advocacy [23,39]
Policy intervention [18,21]
Decision making [21,24]

Assertiveness [24]

Use power [9,40-42]
Bring nursing stories to
policy arena [9]
Education the pubic [9]
Dynamism [10]
Creativity [10]
Leadership [10]
Empowerment [10]
Proactivity [10]
Learning to Do [10]
Mobilization [10]
Innovation [10]
Entrepreneurship [10]
Commitment to collective
strength [8]

Strategic perspectives
perseverance [8]
Intervention [38,40]
\Voting, campaign [38]
Advocacy [39,42]
Policy development [40]

3

Leadership

Political expression
Assertiveness

Political advocacy
Political participation
Policy intervention
1 2

Political activity
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Table 3. Dimensions and Attributes of Political Competence in Final Stage
Dimension Theoretical phase Fieldwork phase Final phase

Political knowledge Political knowledge
Political information
Systematic analysis ability
Internal political efficacy
External political efficacy
Political interest

Organizational activity

Political efficacy

Political interaction

Political knowledge

Political information

Systematic analysis ability

Internal political efficacy

Political interest

Self-pride of nursing profession
Organizations and service activities

Political knowledge

Political information

Systematic analysis ability

Internal political efficacy

External political efficacy
Self-pride of nursing profession
Organizations and service activities

Networking Networking Networking
Persuasive power Persuasive power Persuasive power
Negotiation Negotiation
Political interpersonal communication
Political activity Leadership Leadership Political leadership
Political expression Political expression Political expression
Assertiveness Assertive action Assertive behavior

Political advocacy
Political participation
Policy intervention

Political advocacy
Political participation
Policy intervention

Political advocacy
Political participation
Policy intervention
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Table 4, Components of Final Confirmed Political Competence for Nurses

93

Dimension  Attributes

Indicators [Sources]

Explanation

Political Political
knowledge knowledge

Political
information

Systematic
analysis
ability

Internal
political
efficacy

Political
efficacy

External
political
efficacy

Self-pride
of nursing
profession

Organi-
zations
and service
activities

Political
interaction

Networking

Persuasive
power

* Having structural and factual knowledge related to the political system, political
process, specific issue, and etc. [8-10,19,20,24,35]

* Having professional knowledge about the state or local government, political
system, political process, health care policy

* Collecting and utilizing political information through various sources [19,22]

¢ Collecting and utilizing political issues and information related to health care policy
through various media

« Systematically analyzing political events, problems, and decisions [9,10,20,22]

* Reflecting the latest trends, political judgment and reasoning [8-10,19,20,24]

* Collecting data related to health care and analyzing it by critical thinking

* Providing a reasonable alternative to improve health care policy

* Participating effectively in politics and recognizing that individuals can understand
the political process [10,14-16,18,33,34]

* The expectation or belief in being able to exert political influence [16-18,23,24,
32,34]

* Having political self-concepts and self-assurance as citizens

* Having a political consciousness and a belief system for change

* The expectation or belief that government authorities and agencies will respond to
the needs of citizens [16-18]

* Being interested in political issues [14,16,18,24,34]

* Interested in health care policies related to public and nurses [40]

* Being interested in social issues or political issues as a basic motivation for political
participation or use of news media

* Having pride in nursing profession

* Belief in political achievement through solidarity of nursing profession

* Improvement of the health care system is a duty owed in terms of professional
ethics

* Having a common experience among members within a political community
[8-10,18,22,38]

* Having a sense of belonging within a political community [8-10,38]

* Participating in heterogeneous groups or community service [8-10,21]

* Participation in nursing and health-related nursing organizations in interest

* Activating by joining civil society organizations, etc.

* Carrying out collective activities, such as community service, beyond nursing

* Establishing and maintaining a cooperative relationship of disparate groups or
related political or social institutions [10,18,21]

* Establishing cooperative relationships with government and political institutions

* Maintaining close relationships of the community and external organizations

* Listening the other’s opinions and requests constructively [9,10,22]

* To compromise and cooperate through discussion, consultation, etc. [9,10,18,22]

* Acknowledging political differences and diversity, understanding opposition
positions with patience and coordinating conflicts [8,10,18,22,24]

* Persuading policy decision makers and lobbying effectively [8,22,24]

* Respecting the diversity of the other’s experiences and perceptions

* Persuading the other person through logical data and discussion

* Listening with patience, understanding opposition and dealing with conflict

* Persuading policy decision makers and lobbying effectively

* Activities such as contacting the government, lawmakers, the public, and the
media and forming public opinion

Having knowledge of political
system, process, specific issue,
and health care policy

Collecting and utilizing of
political information on various
media

Systematically analyzing
healthcare data and suggesting
reasonable alternatives

Having faith in the exercise of
political influence and political
achievement

Having confidence in

the government or local
governments and being
interested in political issues or
health care policies

Recognizing political
participation in improving
national health based on the
pride of nursing profession

Participating in activities of
professional, civil society
organizations or performing
activities of community service

Establishing cooperative
relationships and activities

with external organizations to
improve the health care system
Recognizing diversity and
differences, persuade decision
makers with patience, and
build public opinion to improve
the health care system
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Table 4, Continued

Dimension  Attributes Indicators [Sources] Explanation
Political Political * Expressing political ideas or opinions in words [23,24,26] Expressing political views easily
activity expression ¢ Representing political ideas or opinions with documents [23,24,26] in words or writings
* Expressing in a coherent and logical language the views or content to convey
* Expressing the opinions or contents to be conveyed in logical documents
Assertive * Assertive behavior that conveys the viewpoint of national health [24,38-40,42] Raising the rights of nurses and
action * Raising the issue of nurse’s interests and rights [23,38,42] the improvement of working
* Demanding the rights and rights of nurses to raise issues and improve working conditions, etc.
conditions
Political * Being confident of having a friendly and independent view and responsibility [9,16] Facilitating interdisciplinary
leadership ¢ Leading and structuring individuals or organizations in the right direction [10,16,23]  cooperation with strategic
* Having a strategic perspective and vision vision
* Prioritizing the interests in public and nursing professions
* Demonstrating the leadership of service (empathy, trust, inclusion, horizontal
relationship, etc.) in interdisciplinary cooperation
Political * Respecting the views of the people [9,10,23,39,42] Acting as advocates and
advocacy * Having a willingness to change the target-oriented healthcare environment [39,42]  improving the system for public
* Thinking about the role of advocate for the health of the people health advocacy
* Willingness to improve health care system
Political * Legitimate acts with the aim of influencing the election of government officials, Participating in elections and
partici- government actions and public policy [9,10,16-18,21,23,24,26,34] engaging in political activities
pation * Participating in political processes and activities such as voting, election, internet as a citizen
media use (online, offline) as citizens
Policy inter-  * Understanding the policy making process [18,21,40,42] Knowing and participating in
vention * Evidence-based research skills that influence policy decisions [8,21,24] health care policy decision-

* Having policy development skills [8,18,21,24,40,42]

making and legislative

* Impact on policy formulation [9,18,21,24,38,40,42] processes
* Knowing health care issues and policy issues
* Understanding legislation and policy making and enforcement processes
* Recognizing the importance of presenting a reasonable alternative in the legislative
process
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