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Changes in Strauss & Corbin’s Grounded Theory

Kim, Ji Eun

Department of Nursing, Chodang University, Muan, Korea

Purpose: This study aimed to introduce and elucidate changes in Strauss and Corbin’s grounded theory and discuss its application to the field
of nursing in South Korea, Methods: The changes in grounded theory by Strauss and Corbin were examined through a literature review of
grounded theory from its inception. Results: Strauss and Corbin acknowledged their philosophical backgrounds of symbolic interactionism and
pragmatism; however, their methodology based on positivism overwhelmed their epistemology and ontology. This inconsistency has been rep-
resented by the coding paradigm and the premise of “emergent from the data,” In the revised version of Basics, Strauss and Corbin modified
their theory to weaken the coding paradigm and strengthen the strategies for the development of substantive theory. Conclusion: Strauss and
Corbin’s revised grounded theory did not fully address the inconsistency of their epistemology and ontology between their acknowledgement
and methodology. However, these changes constitute a meaningful step toward resolving inconsistencies and highlight the development of
substantive theory. This has implications for Korean nursing researchers who have utilized methodologies in grounded theory with dogmatic
approaches; grounded theory, with its evolving nature, is not a finalized method and calls for open approaches for the development of a
grounded theory that fits Korean nursing.
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Causal conditions
- Tied to diabetes
management
- Feeling restricted
- Being the object of

Context conditions

- Surrounded by stigma
- Growing up

parental supervision

Central phenomenon
- Sense of wounded self

Intervening conditions
- Utilizing support system

Actions-interactions

- Denying

- Social withdrawal

- Seeking for solution
to overcome

- Improving coping

strategies

+ New interpretation

of illness

Consequences

- Tentative acceptance
- Progressive acceptance

- Stability

Figure 1. An example of Korean researcher’s paradigm model using Creswell version. Reprinted with permission from Ji Eun Kim, Ph.D. [20].
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Causal Context Central
conditions conditions phenomenon
- Social
support
- Management
problems e
- Lack of Difficulty
understanding
- Adjustment
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Intervening Strategies Consequences
conditions
Characteristics
. ;ersona}:!ty Intentional
* Recognition coping - Overcomin
of caring - Dedicating 9
- Types of thought - Encouraged
. B_ehef _ - Seeking
- View point support
- Seeking
knowledge
- Self-control
Emotional
coping
- Releasing
- Withdrawal * Burnout
- Abandoning

Figure 2. An example of Korean researcher’s paradigm model leading to binary consequences.
Reprinted with permission from Mi Hye Choe, Ph.D. [23].
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