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Effects of Sexual Intercourse on Suicidal Behaviors among Adolescents in South Korea

Kim, Hyun Sik

Department of Sociology, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: For the current article an examination was done as to whether engaging in sexual intercourse before or during adolescence
has a negative impact on the suicidal behaviors of suicide ideation, suicide attempt, and suicide lethality and whether the impact varies
according to the context of sexual intercourse and/or gender. Methods: Adolescents who experienced casual sex and romantic sex
were compared to adolescents who retained their virginity. Data was from samples drawn from the three waves (2010~2012) of the Korea
Youth Risk Behavior Web-Based Survey. Logistic models were used to adjust for a wide array of confounding variables. Results: Any
type of sexual intercourse increases risk of all suicidal behaviors. Sexual intercourse in a romantic relationship exhibits enhanced risk of
suicidal behaviors compared to casual sex. Adjusting for experience of sexual violence, however, decreases risk of romantic sex sub-
stantially, turning some estimates statistically insignificant. In addition, risks for suicide lethality are greater for girls than boys. Conclu-
sion: Romantic sex put adolescents at higher risk for suicidal behaviors than casual sex owing to prevalent sexual violence in the rela-
tionships. Girls suffer more substantively adverse outcomes than boys. These results suggest that adolescents will benefit from compre-
hensive education on sexuality and sexual behaviors regarding how to form and maintain a romantic relationship that is characterized by
personal integrity and mutual respect. It is also important to help victims of sexual violence recover from traumatic events by providing
emotional support and effective counseling.

Key words: Adolescence, Sexual intercourse, Suicide, Contexts of sexual intercourse
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics by Sexual Experiences*
Boys Girls
. . Roman. Casual Roman. Roman. Casual Roman.
Variables Categories Total None rolat p— p—" Total None rela.t — p
%orM %orM %orM %orM %orM %orM %orM %orM %orM %orM
Unweighted (n) 109,570 102,693 5,289 854 734 104,965 101,615 2,316 774 260
Unweighted (%) 100.0 93.7 4.8 0.8 0.7 100.0 96.8 2.2 0.7 0.3
Weighted (%) 100.0 93.5 5.0 0.8 0.7 100.0 96.9 2.1 0.7 0.3
Victim of sexual violence 1.0 0.5 1.4 45 61.1 1.6 1.3 8.0 7.4 57.5
Outcome variable Suicide ideation 14.7 13.9 25.0 32.1 32.3 23.3 22.6 43.5 439 50.4
Suicide attempt 3.1 2.7 7.2 13.1 15.1 5.6 5.2 18.1 18.2 26.1
Suicide lethality 0.5 0.5 1.1 2.4 5.7 0.5 0.4 2.5 3.9 9.1
Academic achievement® 1.99 2.01 1.61 1.90 2.03 1.95 1.96 1.57 1.92 1.99
Problem behavior Alcohol use 6.0 4.6 28.5 14.5 26.0 3.9 3.4 18.5 16.2 32.8
Smoking 32.7 29.9 77.0 55.5 63.4 16.7 15.3 60.5 49.2 64.6
Substance abuse 1.5 1.2 3.8 10.6 17.4 1.1 1.0 3.6 8.4 20.6
Family and Intact family 85.7 86.2 77.6 7.7 80.9 84.4 84.8 72.1 72.7 75.1
socioeconomic Grandparents 44.8 452 39.4 442 38.9 44.8 44.9 41.9 50.1 43.3
status Siblings 89.4 89.6 87.6 82.6 79.9 91.8 91.9 89.2 86.5 78.9
Moms’ education
Less than high school 4.7 4.5 6.8 7.3 9.7 4.7 4.6 11.1 8.3 96
High school 441 43.9 48.4 47.5 34.2 49.0 491 51.1 40.3 41.6
More than high school ~ 36.0 36.2 33.0 321 401 35.0 35.1 26.5 40.3 37.1
Don'’t know 15.2 154 11.8 13.2 16.0 11.3 11.3 114 114 1.7
Socioeconomic status’ 2.16 2.16 2.04 2.16 2.36 2.05 2.06 1.79 1.94 2.09
Other covariates Grade
Middle 1 15.9 16.6 5.0 14.8 6.1 16.3 16.5 8.4 145 10.6
Middle 2 16.4 174 4.8 134 1.8 16.7 16.9 7.1 125 16.0
Middle 3 16.9 175 6.7 154 19.1 17.0 17.2 9.3 14.6 14.6
High 1 17.2 17.3 15,5 17.5 18.5 17.0 17.0 14.7 18.2 17.5
High 2 16.9 16.3 27.0 21.0 17.3 16.6 16.4 25.3 174 22.4
High 3 16.7 15.3 411 17.9 27.2 16.4 16.0 35.2 22.8 19.0
Response year
2010 34.3 34.1 36.6 37.5 37.1 34.2 34.1 38.1 39.4 33.7
2011 33.2 33.2 33.2 35.1 35.1 33.2 33.2 33.9 31.6 32.2
2013 32.4 32.6 30.2 27.4 27.9 32.6 32.8 28.0 29.0 34.1

*Unless otherwise noted, weights (“w
relationship; SCasual sexual relationship; 'Romantic sexual relationship.
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OR=2.57, p<.001, OR=1.75, p<.001, OR=3.53, p<.001,
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Table 2. Odd Ratios Predicting Suicidal Behaviors before Adjusting for Sexual Violence*

EA91) S4u17} Ak

Boys Girls
Variables Categories Ideation Attempt Lethality Ideation Attempt Lethality
OR p OR p OR p OR p OR p OR p
Main explanatory Sexual experience (vs. None)
variable Romantic relationship 145 <001 180 <.001 128 177 167 <.001 2833 <.001 258 <.001
Casual sex 227 <.001 368 <.001 241 .002 179 <001 218 <.001 3.29 <.001
Romantic sex 195 <001 338 <.001 379 <.0001 174 <001 227 <.001 406 <.001
Academic achievement 095 <.001 091 <.000 097 543 090 <.001 082 <.001 088 .030
Problem behavior Alcohol use 203 <.001 257 <.001 1.88 <.001 240 <.001 328 <.001 227 <.001
Smoking 146 <.001 175 <.001 1.67 <.001 196 <.001 269 <.001 3.62 <.001
Substance abuse 251 <001 353 <.001 879 <.001 255 <001 381 <.001 12.26 <.001
Family and Intact family 093 .009 093 214 079 072 081 <.001 0.73 <001 078 .056
socioeconomic Grandparents 099 647 09 304 1.04 712 095 .0038 097 287 105 .679
statsu Siblings 0.88 <.001 0.77 <.001 056 <.001 092 015 094 301 082 .207
Moms’ education
(vs. less than high school)
High school 088 013 103 800 075 207 1.02 .649 1.07 3855 090 .617
More than high school 110 067 134 .006 122 .38 118 <001 126 .003 098 .941
Don’t know 084 002 126 046 126 325 093 .102 099 .88 120 .438
Socioeconomic status 0.87 <.001 089 <.000 099 933 0.82 <.001 088 <.001 105 .525
Other covariates Grade (vs. Middle 1)
Middle 2 094 097 093 31 129 A77 096 193 091 .078 111 582
Middle 3 091 017 085 024 130 .144 091 007 0.72 <.001 113 .585
High 1 085 <.001 074 <001 120 .361 0.84 <.001 054 <.001 072 124
High 2 0.76 <.001 054 <.001 105 .822 073 <.001 040 <.001 079 .255
High 3 0.76 <.001 055 <.001 127 2563 070 <.001 0.33 <.001 090 .647
Response year (vs. 2010)
2011 097 2834 073 <001 074 025 107 .007 090 .019 092 520
2012 0.89 <.001 073 <001 070 .008 1.01 .839 089 .009 088 .364
Intercept 0.31 <.001 006 <.001 001 <.001 0.63 <.000 0.15 <.001 0.00 <.001

*Weights (‘w”) are applied.
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Table 3. Odd Ratios Predicting Suicidal Behaviors after Adjusting for Sexual Violence*
Boys Girls
Variables Categories Ideation Attempt Lethality Ideation Attempt Lethality
OR p OR p OR p OR p OR »p OR »p
Main explanatory Sexual experience (vs. None)
variable Romantic relationship 144 <001 178 <001 127 195 160 <001 220 <.001 242 <.001
Casual sex 221 <001 355 <001 224 006 172 <.001 206 <.001 3.19 <.001
Romantic sex 130 .039 187 .001 133 .389 1.13 437 135 196 247 .017
Victim of sexual violence 1.94 <001 252 <.001 429 <001 221 <001 241 <001 207 .002
Academic achievement 095 <.001 091 <.001 097 .48 090 <.001 0.82 <.001 0.88 .026
Problem behavior Alcohol use 203 <001 258 <001 189 <.001 238 <.001 325 <.001 225 <.001
Smoking 146 <.001 175 <001 1.66 <.001 194 <001 265 <.001 354 <.001
Substance abuse 241 <001 328 <.001 762 <.001 249 <.001 3.68 <.001 11.80 <.001
Family and Intact family 093 011 093 245 080 .097 081 <001 074 <.001 0.78 .061
socioeconomic Grandparents 099 589 09 251 103 .793 095 .002 09 .265 1.04 .713
status Siblings 0.88 <.001 0.77 <.001 056 <.000 092 .014 094 297 082 .19

Moms’ education
(vs. less than high school)

High school 088 016 104 729 076 241 102 579 1.08 320 0.89 .615
More than high school 110 062 135 .005 122 .38 119 <001 127 002 098 .926
Don'’t know 084 003 127 043 127 327 093 .17 099 896 1.19 477
Socioeconomic status 0.87 <.001 089 <.001 100 .979 083 <.001 089 <.001 1.06 .457
Other covariates Grade (vs. Middle 1)
Middle 2 094 101 094 369 131 152 095 187 091 071 111 591
Middle 3 091 018 08 026 132 122 091 .007r 072 <.001 1.12 .598
High 1 0.85 <.001 074 <.001 122 839 084 <.001 054 <001 073 132
High 2 0.76 <.001 054 <001 105 .804 073 <001 040 <.001 0.78 .250
High 3 0.77 <.001 055 <.001 129 229 070 <.001 0.33 <.001 091 .676
Respponse year (vs. 2010)
2011 097 253 073 <.001 074 .027 107 .015 089 011 092 .506
2012 0.89 <.001 073 <001 070 .010 100 .963 088 .006 0.87 .357
Intercept 0.30 <.001 005 <.001 001 <.001 062 <.001 014 <.001 0.00 <.001

“Weights (‘w”) are applied.
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