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Maternal Acculturation Process of Married Immigrant Women in Korea

Kim, Kyung Sook' - Kim, Min Kyeong?

'Department of Nursing, Namseoul University, Cheonan
*Department of Child Welfare, Namseoul University, Cheonan, Korea

Purpose: This study was done to explore and understand acculturation focusing on reproductive health of immigrant women. Methods:
For the research sixteen immigrant women were selected by snowball sampling. Qualitative data were accumulated by in-depth inter-
views and private document collection. Raw data was analyzed following Mandelbaum’s conceptual framework. Results: The dimen-
sions of immigrant women consisted of existence: emerging from the new environment in which it was hard to communicate and to get
acquainted with others, reproduction: in the absence of learning and experience, reproductive health crisis, parenting: unmanageable
burden. Turnings of life involved ‘Inconvenience in one’s eyes, vent for conflict and tension: pregnancy’, ‘strange medical care: accouch-
eur, rapid medical service’, ‘pain of morning sickness: poor maternal nutrition’, ‘manifestation of protective instinct for life’. In adaptations,
content was as follows. 1) Standing alone as a Korean housewife, 2) Becoming aware of Korean maternal instinct: thirst for education
supporting, 3) Rediscovery of family: growing maternal sense of existence. Conclusion: The results of this study show the acculturation
process and the meaning of events related to reproductive health in current lives and can contribute to an integrated understanding of
married immigrant women in Korean culture.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants
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A 36 China Middle school 120 28 Christianity Company employee 200 High school 3 2
B 36 China High school 82 30 - Company employee 200 High school 8 2
C 32 China Middle school 96 28 - Remicon chauffeur 300 College 13 2
D 29 China College 36 27 - Self employment 280 College 8 1
E 31 China Middle school 48 28 - Fire fighter 400 High school 19 1
F 28 China College 24 26 - Company employee 260 College 8 1
G 26 Vietnam  High school 72 23 - Company employee 230 College 10 1
H 25 Mongolia College 36 22 Christianity Company employee 400 High school 18 1
| 23 Vietnam  High school 24 21 - Freight driver 150 High school 18 1
J 32 Vietnam Middle school 24 30 Christianity Company employee 200 Middle school 19 1
K 35 China High school 120 30 Christianity Company employee 300 High school 4 2
L 36 China High school 96 29 - Company employee 180 High school -3 1
M 25 Vietnam  Middle school 48 21 Buddhism Company employee 150 High school 17 1
N 25 Vietnam Middle school 36 22 - Company employee 300 High school 12 1
0 37 Japan College 144 25 Unification Church Freight driver 225 College 2 4
=2 31 China High school 48 27 = Company employee 300 High school 156 2

All cases this is the first marriage.
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Table 2. Domain of Life History in Reproductive Health of Immigrant Women
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=
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Domain

Theme

Dimensions of life

Turnings of life

Adaptations of life

Existence: Emerging from the new environment in which it was to communicate and to get acquainted with others.
Reproduction: In the absence of learning and experience, reproductive health crisis.

Parenting: Unmanageable burden

Inconvenience in one’s eyes, vent for conflict and tension: Pregnancy.
Strange medical care: Accoucheur, rapid medical service.

Pain of morning sickness: Poor maternal nutrition.

Manifestation of protective instinct for life.

Standing alone as a Korean housewife.
Becoming aware of Korean maternal instinct: thirst for education supporting.
Rediscovery of family: Growing maternal sense of existence.
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