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Life Experiences of Korean Patients with Hansens Disease in Sorok Island Hospital

Yang, Ya Ki

Department of Nursing, Wonkwang University, ksan, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify life experiences of Korean patients with Hansen'’s disease (leprosy). Methods: For this
study, 5 participants from Sorok Island Hospital were purposively chosen. Data were collected through in-depth individual interviews from
June to July 2014. Data analysis method was based on Colaizzi’s approach. Results: The study results showed that experiences of pa-
tients with Hansen’s disease consisted of 14 themes and six theme clusters: 1) Bad disease approaching as fate; 2) Family breakup and
far from the village; 3) New life in Sorok Island Hospital; 4) Treatment of Hansen’s disease and disability; 5) Life in the disease community;
6) Comfort and hope of life. Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that health care professionals should pay attention to patients
with Hansen'’s disease not only to reduce their physical and psychological suffering, but also to help the community and public culture to
reduce the social stigma surrounding this disease and causing suffering for the patients. The results of the present study can help us to
have a better understanding of various aspects of patients’ lived experiences.
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Table 1. Life Experiences of Patients with Hansen’s Disease
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Theme cluster Theme

Formulated meaning

Bad disease approaching
as fate

Negative body images and disease
symptoms gradually revealed

Stigma of lepers and society isolation
Conflict and resentment with family, feeling

of being guilty
Despair to give up the life

Family breakup and
wandering life

Wandering away far from home and

painful life
New life in Sorok Island Eternal separation and longing for family
hospital
Feeling comfort and the homogeneity
Treatment of Hansen’s Diagnostic tests for admission

disease and disability
Treatment process after admission

Sequelae, living with disability

Life in the disease
community

New family

Constraints for the continuance of
community life

Comfort and hope of life Thanks for the comfort of the current life

Hope and willing for rest of the life

Sense getting dull and not well-healed wound
Nodules, being eliminated toe, curved hand luggage
Missing eyebrows, certain symptoms

Being teased as a leper, being object of horror
Staying at home to avoid people

Feeling guilty about becoming the pain of family
Blaming the parent due for the disease

Thoughts on death
Attempting suicide several times

Discard or abandonment by family
Experiencing discrimination and contempt when wandering around

Having a permanent goodbye to the family
Due to isolation in Sorok island not being able to see family again

Experiences of hospitality of Healthcare and peer patients
Satisfaction of not being required to hide Hansen’s disease and free activities

Positive determination can be admitted about leprosy bacillus
Difficulties in admission who has history of inpatient treatment

Intensive treatment, such as medication management and rehabilitation

Disease progression and complications
Sequelae due to disease
Having physical disabilities

Obtaining a spouse through marriage
Getting the new family through adoption
Helping each other in living

Vasectomy for marriage
Forced abortion when pregnancy occurs
Essential to have religion to continue of community life

Improvement of living conditions due to the support of country
Experiences positive changes in awareness of Hansen'’s disease

Hope to be able to finish the rest of the life meaningfully
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