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A Study on Participation in Clinical Decision Making by Home
Healthcare Nurses

Kim, Se Young

Full-time Lecturer, College of Nursing, Eulji University, Daejeon, Korea

Purpose: This study was done to identify participation by home healthcare nurses in clinical decision making and fac-
tors influencing clinical decision making. Methods: A descriptive survey was used to collect data from 68 home health-
care nurses in 22 hospital-based home healthcare services in Korea. To investigate participation, the researcher devel-
oped 3 scenarios through interviews with 5 home healthcare nurses. A self-report questionnaire composed of tools for
characteristics, factors of clinical decision making, and participation was used. Results: Participation was relatively high,
but significantly lower in the design phase (F=3.51, p=.032). Competency in clinical decision making (r=.45, p<.001), per-
ception of the decision maker role (r=.47, p<.001), and perception of the utility of clinical practice guidelines (r=.25, p=.043)
were significantly correlated with participation. Competency in clinical decision making (Odds ratio [OR]=41.79, p=.007)
and perception of the decision maker role (OR=15.09, p=.007) were significant factors predicting participation in clinical
decision making by home healthcare nurses. Conclusion: In order to encourage participation in clinical decision making,
education programs should be provided to home healthcare nurses. Official clinical practice guidelines should be used to
support home healthcare nurses’ participation in clinical decision making in cases where they can identify and solve the
patient health problems.
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Figure 1. Conceptual framework.
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Table 1. General Characteristics (N=68)

o9 oAAA dAERE AASH Af= T} 7+

Variables ltem n (%) M=+SD Al Srdd BARE AR A3k Table 374 4

o, Aluhele 29] QA Rl (5,0150,96 )7k 7MY %3k

Age in years 26-30 2(29)  40.86+665 ser

31-35 15 (22.1) AL, FAER] ©A9 YAraT ik (5,06+0.81%) = TSt
oo ]ggfg B4 24,900,782k Thet Al ThAI4.67+1.027)el
46-50 10 (14.7) A dopron B3] AluE|e 13} AU 2 3ol EAIE]
=01 (i) woh chebiie) eiAle] SlAbAE ol AR AN &

Total career 5-10 5(7.4) 16.41£5.52 o
in years 11-15 26 (38.2) 93t zfo|7} R TtHp=.032). 7P A3 AR jAbE g =

1620 22 (32.4) ol o] HFghe 4.870.79H (6 Hw) o2 FU9lek,
>21 15(22.1)

Careerin <1 7(10.3) 5.32+3.65
home healthcare  1<C<3 17 (25.0) 4. OIAMAEA 1A HeE ZHo| Akt
in years 3<C<5 13(19.1)

5<C<10 23 (33.8)
210 8(118) FARRIEAL] YA A TP WsE 7he) Al

Academic Diploma 10 (14.7) TAE BAE ATl 2} O ALAR Tl wol ©
background Bachelor degree 13 (19.1) UAS ARt Bk Table 49 2ot SjAEA Fholmet ¢

RN-BSN 14(206) Of3k AFIIAIS LR Wil OAFERAL W4 B QAN o

Master's degree 30 (44.1) _

AbA A= k1l AbA ARzl AAEF o)Al (y=

Doctoral degree 1(1.5) R R =10 45, p<. 0002} YAPAAAL A& A4 (r 47,
Position Manager only 5(7.3) p<.001), 334 B F AFAHA 28 14 (=25, p=.043)

Manager (home visit) 9 (13.2) =ol0]

Staff 50 (73.5) solalet

Other 4(5.8)

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Observed Variables (N=68)
Model Variables Number of items Possible range M=£SD Actual range
Decision maker factors Competency of decision making 18 1-5 4.00+0.28 3.50-4.61

Perception of decision maker role 9 1-5 4.41+0.38 3.44-5.00
Situational factors Characteristics of task 15 1-5 3.30+0.48 2.47-5.00
Environmental factors Nurse-physician relationship 9 1-5 3.43+0.58 2.22-4.50
Decentralization 10 1-5 3.62+0.52 1.67-4.67
Usefulness of clinical guideline 3 1-5 3.65+1.08 1.00-5.00
Decision making process factors Participation to identify problem 3 1-6 5.06+0.94 2.33-6.00
Participation to analyze alternatives 3 1-6 4.90+0.90 1.67-6.00
Participation to select solution 8 1-6 466+1.21 1.33-6.00
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Table 3. Differences in Participation in 3 Phases of Decision Making Process (N=68)
|dentification (1) Design (2) Selection (3) Participation
Phase F P post hoc*
M=SD M=+SD M=SD M=+SD
Scenario 1 501+0.89 4.84+0.86 450+1.28 4.79+0.84 4.39 014 1>3
Scenario 2 5.16+0.99 494+0.98 494+1.20 5.01£0.96 0.99 375
Scenario 3 5.00=+0.93 491+0.88 4544114 481+0.86 407 019 1>3
Mean 5.06+0.94 4.90+0.90 466+1.21 4.87+0.79 351 032 1>3
*Scheffe test.
Table 4. Correlation between Variables in Clinical Decision Making Process (N=68)
AG TC HC ED PO CDM RDM CT DC NPR uG PDM
r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p)
AG 1 74 51 15 34 .06 .03 -.21 .35 29 -14 .06
(<001)  (<001) (.210) (.005)  (.602) (.799) (.083) (.004) (.015) (.258) (.652)
TC 1 .36 29 47 23 08 -18 .35 21 01 .10
(003)  (016)  (<001)  (.059) (.534) (.143) (.004) (.088) (.944) (.440)
HC 1 .02 .09 -.07 .02 -.35 .18 .08 -.18 .09
(.874) (.444) (.586) (.9006) (.003) (.139) (.534) (.134) (.468)
ED 1 .32 .28 -07 .06 -.07 -.16 -.08 10
(008)  (.020) (594) (613) (570) (.193) (542) (423)
PO 1 15 -.01 -.08 .23 12 .07 .02
(.236) (912) (.495) (.058) (:323) (573) (.847)
CDM 1 .28 -17 19 -10 .23 45
(.023) (.156) (.122) (.438) (060)  (<.001)
RDM 1 .03 21 -.06 28 47
(.805) (.094) (.634) (020)  (<.001)
CT 1 -27 15 10 -18
(.025) (.230) (.406) (.136)
DC 1 .05 .33 .16
(.705) (.007) (.204)
NPR 1 12 -.06
(:315) (.604)
uG 1 25
(.043)
PDM

1

AG=age; TC=total career; HC=Home Healthcare career; ED=education; PO=position; CDM=competency of decision making; RDM=role of clinical
decision maker; CT=character of task; DC=decentralization; NPR=nurse-physician relationship; UG=usefulness of clinical guideline; PDM=participa-

tion of decision making.
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Table 5. Factors Affecting Participation in Clinical Decision Mak-

ing in Multivariate Logistic Regression (N=68)
95% Confi-
Variable Odds  gence interval P
rato —

Lower  Upper

Age 1.01 1.00 1.03 .090
Total career 0.99 0.98 1.01 163
Career in home healthcare 1.00 0.98 1.02 .852
Educational background 0.51 0.11 239 .39
Position 2.82 0.50 16.02 241

Competency of decision making ~ 41.79 276 632.11 .007
Perception of decision maker role  15.09 2.08 109.35 .007

Complexity of task 0.43 0.10 1.89 .265
Decentralization 112 0.26 4.73 .882
Nurse-physician relationship 0.78 0.22 2.79 697

Usefulness of clinical guideline 1.20 0.66 220 546

-2 Log likelihood=62.01 (p<.001); Cox & Snell R*=.38; Nagelkerke R*=.50.

A6H w2 gele =, o= W, 97}, Sk 1t
SALe] QaAA Folw 422867 %) (Choi, 1997), S5
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