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Consideration on the role of the regional oral care center for persons
with disabilities and the appropriate role of specialized dental hygienists
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Methods: From September 12, 2022 to November 11, 2022, 16 experts who voluntarily participated
in the research, among the experts recommended by the related institutes, were selected through
stratification analysis. The results of this study and improvement plans are as follows.

Results: First, as a result of measuring the importance of the role of a regional oral care center for
people with disabilities in the analytic hierarchy process (AHP) middle category, check-up was
found to be the most important (0.364, C.1=0.01). For examination, a facility visit checkup and
regular checkups were required. Second, as a result of measuring the importance of the role of a
dedicated dental hygienist in the AHP middle category, the institutional-linked activity was found
to be the most important (0.417, C.1=0.02). As for institutional-linked activities, linkage with local

Corresponding Author: Ja-\Won Cho community organizations, patient management, and public relations activities were required.

Department of Preventive Dentistry, Conclusions: Considering these results, the role of a regional oral care center for people with dis—
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patient response and the arrangement of a dedicated dental hygienist, and oral health care is pro-
vided to people with disabilities through professional treatment assistance for patients and treat-
ment support and screening, linkage with local community institutions, and patient management.
Specialized dental hygienists should play a role in supporting the operation of oral health care for
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Table 1. Role of the regional oral care center for persons with disabilities

Large classification Medium classification

The role of 1. Medical examination
the regional
oral care center for 2. Establishment of medical referral system
persons with
disabilities

3. Medical treatment

4. Education and counseling

5. Regional and institutional collaboration activities

6. Administrative and public relations activities

Detail classification

1) Visiting the facility

2) Regular check-ups

1) Referral from a higher authority

2) Regional center request

3) Formation of dental treatment base for the disabled
4) Location selection of local oral care center for the disabled
1) Oral hygiene maintenance

2) Preventive care

3) Scaling

4) Emergency dental treatment

5) Visiting the facility

6) Primary treatment (simple)

1) Dedicated training

2) Education in public health doctor

3) Community dental personnel retraining

4) Training of facility workers

5) Patients and guardians of oral hygiene management education
6) Local dental manpower training

7) Treatment planning

1) Local community activities

2) Connecting to the regional center

3) Connecting to the primary medical institution

1) Administrative and public relations activities
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Table 2. Role of specialized dental hygienists

Large classification Medium classification
The role of

specialized dental hygienists

1. Education and counseling

2. Oral hygiene management

3. Institutional collaboration activities

4. Medical support and screening

Detail classification

1) Oral hygiene education

2) Oral health care education

3) Dietary habits consultation

4) Behavior control

5) Swallowing and mastication training
6) Community oral health activities

1) Scaling

2) Fluoride application

3) Professional tooth brushing

4) Oral prophylaxis

5) Prevention program

1) Local community connections

2) Patient management

3) Advertisement

1) Medical examination

2) Staffing of nurse assistant

3) Oral care center for the disabled medical treatment support
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Table 3. Demographic and sociological characteristics of respondents

Variable N (%)

Sex

Male 11 (68.75)

Female 5(31.25)
Age

30-39 years 7 (43.75)

40-49 years 7 (43.75)

50 years over 2(12.5)

Educational level

Masters 3(18.75)
Ph.D. 13 (81.25)
Group
Related major professor 12(75)
Central oral care center for the disabled 2(12.5)
Personal dentist with 2(12.5)
experience in treating the disabled
Current employment period
Less than 5 years 4(25)
5to 10 years 6(37.5)
More than 10 years 6(37.5)
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Table 4. Importance of AHP role of regional oral care center for per-
sons with disabilities
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Table 5. The importance of proper role of specialized dental hygienist
in AHP classification

Variable Weight Rank
Index
Medical examination 0.36 1
Establishment of medical referral system 0.16 2
Medical treatment 0.11 5
Bducation and counseling 0.14 4
Regional and institutional collaboration activities ~ 0.08 6
Administrative and public relations activities 0.15 3
Consistency index 0.01
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Variable Weight Rank
Index
Education and counseling 0.29 2
Oral hygiene management 0.11 4
Institutional collaboration activities 0.42 1
Medical support and screening 0.18 3
Consistency index 0.01
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