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Obijectives: This study aimed to propose criteria for evaluating the validity of dental education systems
in Korea and suggest future directions for their improvement,

Methods: We looked into dental educational institutions and derived criteria for analysis and compari-
son of dental education systems in Korea, Using analytical methods, we compared the strengths and
weaknesses of each education system, and suggested core areas of improvement,

Results: Considering the demands placed on the Korean dental education sector, it is desirable to have
an integrated education system that includes the preliminary and main courses, comprehensive training
linking the basic medicine and clinical practice, and complete career guidance,

Conclusions: A good dental education system is one that meets the educational goals set by a dental
school, If the goal is to train a student to be a good dental practitioner, a 2+4 or 4+4 system is recom-
mended, while a 3+4 model is more suitable when the objective is to train students to be researchers,

Key Words: Continuing education, Dental education, Graduate school system, Integrated education
system, Master’s integrated curriculum, Six-year school system
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Expert Affiliation Position Expert field Tegchmg
experience (yrs)
A Seoul National University Associate teaching professor Philosophy of education 9
B Seoul National University Associate professor Economics of education 8
C Seoul National University Associate professor Education technology 5
D Seoul National University Professor Prosthetics 20
E Seoul National University Lecturer Religious studies 4
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Table 2. Dental education systems of various countries

Education

Country system Universities
South Korea 2+4 Gangneung-Wonju National University, Kyungpook National University, Dankook University, Pusan National Univer-
sity, Yonsei University, Wonkwang University, Chonbuk National University, Chosun University
3+4 *Pusan National University, *Seoul National University, “*Chonnam National University
4+4 Kyungpook National University, Kyung Hee University, *Seoul National University, Yonsei University, “Pusan National
University, Chonbuk National University, *Chonnam National University, Chosun University
United State 4+4 56 Accredited dental schools
4+3 University of the Pacific
United Kingdom 5 Universities of Leeds, Liverpool, Glasgow, Cardiff, Dundee, Manchester, Plymouth, Sheffield, Queen Mary, London
and King’s College London
4 Liverpool, King’s College London, BLSMD, UCLan and Aberdeen
Japan 6 Tokyo Medical and Dental University (TMDU)
Hong Kong 6 University of Hong Kong
Sweden 5 Malmé University, University of Gothenburg, Karolinska Institutet at Huddinge Hospital, University of Umed
Germany 5 Rwth Aachen University, University of Pécs
China 5 Dalian Medical University
6 Zhengzhou University, Wenzhou Medical University

*Three universities in Korea (Chonnam National University, Pusan National University, Seoul National University) operate both 3+4 and 4+4 system.
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Fig. 1. The Curriculum of the integrated 2+4 system.
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Fig. 2. The curriculum of the integrated 3+4 system.
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