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Unmet dental care needs according to employment status
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Received: January 15, 2015 Objectives: This study aimed to investigate differences in unmet dental care needs according to em-
Revised: February 25, 2015 ployment status and if factors have relevance to unmet dental care needs due to “economic burden”
Accepted: March 16, 2015 and “no time to spare for visiting” .

Methods: Multivariate logistic regression analysis was performed to examine the factors that affected
the prevalence of unmet dental care needs due to “economic burden” and “no time to spare for visit-
ing” in an economically active population comprised of subjects aged 20-64 years,

Results: Compared to regular workers, part-time workers experienced 1.28-times more unmet dental
care needs, while students experienced 0 64-times fewer unmet dental care needs, With regard to rea-
sons related to “economic burden”, the rate of experiencing unmet dental care needs was 1.37-times
higher for part-time workers than for regular workers, Regarding reasons related to “no time to spare for
visiting”, the rate of experiencing unmet dental care needs was 0.51-times lower in part-time workers
compared with regular workers, In economically inactive people, these values were 0.51-times lower in
the unemployed, 0.37-times lower in students, 0.23-times lower in house workers, 0,20-times lower in
subjects with disease and injury, and 0,20-times lower in early retirees compared to regular workers,
Corresponding Author: Chul-Woung Kim Conclusions: Part-time workers experienced more unmet dental care needs compared with regular
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55 Munhwa-ro, Joong—gu, Daejeon 301— visiting”, people who were economically inactive because of unemployment, student or house-worker
747, Korea status, diseases and injury, and retirement experienced fewer unmet dental care needs compared with
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Table 1. Nine independent variables

SYHs Independent variable
AT+ A4 Demographic
1.AE 1. Sex
2.919 2. Age
3. WS 3. Level of education
4.7 A5 4. Income of household member
5. 185 5. Employment status
5-1. AALE3H 5-1. Economically active
- 9FEER - Wage earner
A2 Regular worker
AR Temporary worker
482 Part-time worker

- Non-wage earner
Employer/Self-employed
Unpaid family worker

5-2. Not economically active

o
187 0 AL
PrHEEA

5-2. M3 AR A

A - Unemployed

3“’* - Student

Herd - House worker

25| - Farly retired

At &4 - Sickness and Injured
6. A7 4o 4 6.EQ-5D

7. AEd 2 AACHAA o1 9)
8 A= AACHLE

7. Stress due to economic difficulty
8. Stress due to family conflict
9. Depression perception
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Table 2. Distribution of Unmet Dental Care Needs: Economically active population of 20-64 years
Unmet dental care needs
No Yes Total (N=9,727) P-value
N % N % N
Sex 0.018
Men 3,284 76.7 1,000 233 4,284
Women 4,058 74.6 1,385 25.4 5,443
Level of education 0.009
College/graduate more 3,012 77.2 892 22.8 3,904
High school 2,707 74.7 918 253 3,625
Middle school 786 72.8 294 27.2 1,080
Less than primary school 837 74.9 281 25.1 1,118
Employment status <0.001
Economically active Wage earner
Regular worker 1,942 77.8 555 22.2 2,497
Temporary worker 867 73.8 308 26.2 1,175
Part-time worker 447 68.3 207 31.7 654
Non-wage earner
Employer/Self-employed 1,236 75.3 406 247 1,642
Unpaid family worker 386 747 131 253 517
Not economically active Unemployed 299 75.9 95 24.1 394
Student 375 83.5 74 16.5 449
House worker 1,443 74.8 485 25.2 1,928
Barly retired 159 79.9 40 20.1 199
Sickness and Injured 113 63.8 64 36.2 177
Other 75 78.9 20 21.1 95
Stress due to economic difficulty <0.001
No 1,696 84.4 314 15.6 2,010
Yes 5,645 73.2 2,071 26.8 7,716
Stress due to family conflict <0.001
No 4,041 80.6 973 19.4 5,014
Yes 3,279 70.0 1,402 30.0 4,681
Depression perception <0.001
No 6,700 76.8 2,026 23.2 8,726
Yes 641 64.1 359 35.9 1,000

Univariate analysis.
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Table 3. Difference of unmet dental care need according to employment status, economic burden, no time to spare: Economically active
population of 20-64 years

Reason for unmet dental care needs

Unmet dental care needs - -
Economic burden No time to spare
ORs 95% CI ORs 95% CI ORs 95% CI
Age 1.01 .98-1.03 1.08"* 1.04-1.13 87 .82-.92
Sex

Men (Ref.)

Women 1.10 98-1.23 1.12 0.96-1.31 1.04 85-1.27
Income of household member (ten million, won/year/person) 90 .86-0.94 T2 0.67-0.77 1.05 99-1.11
Level of education

College/graduate more (Ref.)

High school 96 .86-1.09 1.20* 1.01-1.41 93 75-1.16

Middle school 99 82-1.19 1.23 0.97-1.56 1.29 .89-1.86

Less than primary school 81* .66-0.99 1.00 0.77-1.30 91 .58-1.43
Employment status
Economically active Wage earner

Regular worker (Ref.)
Temporary worker 1.05 .88-1.24 1.06 0.84-1.34 77 .58-1.03
Part-time worker 1.28* 1.04-1.57 1.37* 1.06-1.77 S 32-81
Non-wage earner
Employer/ Self-employed 1.03 .88-1.21 .90 0.72-1.12 .89 .09-1.16
Unpaid family worker 1.01 79-1.29 81 0.58-1.12 .87 .56-1.35
Not economically active Unemployed 92 71-1.19 1.06 0.76-1.47 51 31-.85
Student 64 48-0.85 .66 0.42-1.04 37 .23-.59
House worker 97 83-1.15 98 0.78-1.23 23 15-34
Early retired 75 51-1.10 .65 0.40-1.04 20" .05-.83
Sickness and Injured 1.34 .95-1.90 1.26 0.84-1.89 20" .05-.82
Other 85 51-1.42 1.14 0.60-2.17 28" .09-.90
EQ-5D 99* .99-.99 99* .98-.99 99 .98-1.00
Stress due to economic difficulty

No (Ref.)

Yes 1.48* 1.29-1.70 3.02% 2.35-3.89 1.19 94-1.52
Stress due to family conflict

No (Ref.)

Yes 1.51% 1.37-1.67 1.64** 1.43-1.87 1.35* 1.11-1.63
Depression perception

No (Ref.)

Yes 1.37% 1.18-1.59 1.67 1.40-1.99 .86 62-1.20

Multiple logistic regression.
EQ-5D: EuroQoL-5D.
*P<0.05, *P<0.01.
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