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Development of the Basic Core Test Items of National
Nurse’ s License Examination
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The purpose of this study is to develop a classification framework for the test
elements of the National Registered Nurse’ s License Examination and to divide
the test items into standard and basic core on the basis of the RN s job
descriptions, And the adequa to proportion of the basic core test items is going
to be identified, Method and results: In order to develop the classification
framework of the National Registered Nurse' s License Examination, RN s job
descriptions, nursing standards, and the specific learning objectives of nursing
courses were reviewed, And a survey was used to identify which entity would
be appropriate for a reference to the basic core test items, 146 of professors
from schools of nursing and members of each division of Korean Academic
Society of Nursing(KASN) were participated in the survey, The study showed
the 98% of respondents agreed to use RN s job descriptions in selecting the
basic core test items and 30% for the basic core test would be appropriate,
And the contents, the selection criteria, and the proportion of the basic core
test items were developed by the members of this research, the members of the
National RN’ s License Examination subcommittee, and the presidents of each
division of KASN, The total of 1990 standard test items were selected among
3524 items, that 3 out of 7 members in the research team agreed to choose,
Duplicated items in the standard items were deleted, 205 items out of the 1990
standard items were selected as the basic core test items, And 14 items were
added in Medical Laws and Ethics which leads the total of 219 basic core test
items, In conclusion, the 99 items, 30% of total current examination items were
chosen as the final basic core test items using the delphimethod, Further
studies are needed to validate the current National License Examination for RN
on the basis of the 99 basic core test items,

Key words: Classification Framework, Test element, National Registered
Nurse’ s License Examination, Standard test item, Basic core test item
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Table 1, Test element classification framework
Large category Middle category domain CIZItiedg(i)l:y castr:ga(ilry
A. Nursing assessment Al. Observing
A2, Listening
A3. Measuring
A4, Identifying
B. Nursing diagnosis B1. Analysing, Summerizing

B2. Diagnosing

C. Nursing planning C1. Goal setting

C2, Identifying nursing intervention

D. Nursing intervention D1. Preparing diagnostic test
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Large category

Middle

Middle category domain
category

Small
category

D. Nursing intervention

D2, Monitoring

D3, Medication

D4, Caring

D5. Maintaining

D6. Managing

D7. Coping

D8. Supporting

D9. Consulting

D10. Educating

D11. Counseling
D12, Communicating
D13. Helping

D14, Facilitating
D15. Advocating
D16, Resource Utilizing

E. Nursing evaluation

E1l. Identifying goal attainment
E2. Coordinating
E3. Follow-up

F. Law, ethics observance

F1. Performing legal duty
F2, Having professional attitude
F3. Performing nursing ethics

G. Administration, management

G1. Managing materials

G2. Managing human resource

G3. Managing environment

G4. Managing documents

G5. Making collaborative relationship

H. Self-development

H1, Improving professionalism
H2, Self managing
H3. Doing research
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Table 2, Standard nurse examination items by
agreement numbers

Agreement No, Item No.(%)

3 151(61.4)
4 58(23.6)
5 27(11.0)
6 9(3.6)
7 1(0.4)
Total 246(100)
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Appendix, Basic core test items of National Nurse’ s License Examination

Large category Middle category domain Middle category
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-1 | General status
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-1 | General status
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-1 | General status
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-3 | Growth & development level
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-13 | Psychological status
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-13 | Psychological status
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-14 | Risk factor
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al1-15 | Delivery factor
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing A1-16 | Lochia status
A | Nursing Assessment Al | Observing Al-17 | Prepartum, postpartum bleeding
A | Nursing Assessment A2 | Listening A2-4 | Pain degree
A | Nursing Assessment A2 | Listening A2-10 | Sleep habit
A | Nursing Assessment A2 | Listening A2-18 | Medical service utilization
A | Nursing Assessment A2 | Listening A2-20 | Obstetric history
A | Nursing Assessment A2 | Listening A2-20 | Obstetric history
A | Nursing Assessment A2 | Listening A2-22 | Menopausal syndrome
A | Nursing Assessment A2 | Listening A2-23 | Health service & Group related information
A | Nursing Assessment A3 | Measuring A3-1 | Blood pressure
A | Nursing Assessment A3 | Measuring A3-2 | Pulse
A | Nursing Assessment A3 | Measuring A3-3 | Respiration
A | Nursing Assessment A3 | Measuring A3-4 | Temperature
A | Nursing Assessment A3 | Measuring A3-6 | Intake/Output
A | Nursing Assessment A4 | Identifying A48 | EKG test result
A | Nursing Assessment A4 | Identifying A4-14 | Health status of special population group
A | Nursing Assessment A4 | Identifying A7-17 | Community health status
D | Nursing Intervention D1 | Preparing Diagnostic test D1-1 | Centesis(lumbar, para, thora, amnio)
D | Nursing Intervention D1 | Preparing Diagnostic test D1-20 | Infertility examination
D | Nursing Intervention D1 | Preparing Diagnostic test D1-23 | School health evaluation
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Large category

Middle category domain

Middle category

D | Nursing Intervention D1 | Preparing Diagnostic test D1-23 | School health evaluation

D | Nursing Intervention D2 | Monitoring D2-4 | Fluid balance

D | Nursing Intervention D2 | Monitoring D29 | Occupational risk factor

D | Nursing Intervention D3 | Medication D3-2 | Injection

D | Nursing Intervention D3 | Medication D3-2 | Injection

D | Nursing Intervention D4 | Caring D4-10 | Reminiscence therapy

D | Nursing Intervention D4 | Caring D4-22 | Suction

D | Nursing Intervention D4 | Caring D4-23 | Bowel elimination

D | Nursing Intervention D4 | Caring D4-24 | Cardiac care provision

D | Nursing Intervention D4 | Caring D4-25 | Care for maintaining & promoting
circulation

D | Nursing Intervention D4 | Caring D4-26 | Rehabilitation Care

D | Nursing Intervention D4 | Caring D4-31 | Metabolic disorder

D | Nursing Intervention DG | Managing D6-1 | Infection control

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing DO6-1 | Infection control

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-1 | Infection control

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-2 | Urinary elimination

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-3 | Ostomy function

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D69 | Decubitus ulcer

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-15 | Enteral tube feeding

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-21 | Consciousness disorder

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-22 | Thought disorder

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-22 | Thought disorder

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-24 | Affective disorder

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-24 | Affective disorder

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-26 | Allergy

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-28 | Discharge

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-29 | Health care delivery system guidance

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing DG6-32 | Post operative complication

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing DG6-36 | Cerebral edema

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D641 | Cast

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D643 | Traction

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D646 | Stress

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-47 | Therapeutic compliance/ Noncompliance

D | Nursing Intervention D6 | Managing D6-49 | High risk pregnant women

D | Nursing Intervention D7 | Coping D7-4 | Emotional shock relief

D | Nursing Intervention D7 | Coping D79 | Shock management

D | Nursing Intervention D8 | Supporting D8-5 | Support in dying process

D | Nursing Intervention D8 | Supporting D86 | Maternal-child attachment

D | Nursing Intervention D9 | Consulting D9-2 | Home care nursing
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Large category Middle category domain Middle category
D | Nursing Intervention D9 | Consulting D9-2 | Home care nursing
D | Nursing Intervention D10| Educating D10-1 | Developing education material & program
D | Nursing Intervention D10| Educating D10-3 | Medicating
D | Nursing Intervention D10| Educating D10-6 | Toilet training
D | Nursing Intervention D10| Educating D10-8 | Pre & Post operation education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-16 | Diabetes education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-16 | Diabetes education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-17 | Hypertension education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-21 | Dialysis education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-23 | Cancer patient education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-24 | Cardiac patient education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-27 | Safety management education
D | Nursing Intervention D10| Educating D10-28 | Infectious disease
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-29 | Emergency care education
D | Nursing Intervention D10/ Educating D10-44 | Family health education
D | Nursing Intervention D10| Educating D10-47 | Health education of community residents
D | Nursing Intervention D11| Counseling D11-1 | Nutrition counseling
D | Nursing Intervention D11| Counseling D11-3 | Individual health counseling
D | Nursing Intervention D12| Communicating D12-1 | Maintaining facilitating relationship
D | Nursing Intervention D13| Helping D13-2 | Joint exercise
E | Nursing Evaluation E2 | Coordinating E2-4 | Evaluating the appropriateness of nursing
intervention
F | Law, Ethics observance F1 | Performing legal duty F1-1 | Performing fundamental health care law
F | Law, Ethics observance F1 | Performing legal duty F1-2 | Performing health care law
F | Law, Ethics observance F2 | Having professional attitude F2-1 | Recognizing professionalism
F | Law, Ethics observance F3 | Obeying nursing ethics F3-2 | Caring based on nurses’ ethic code
G | Administration , Management | G1 | Managing Materials G1-7 | Materials management
G | Administration , Management | G2 | Managing human resource G2-4 | Reflection
G | Administration , Management | G3 | Managing environment G3-2 | Accident prevention
G | Administration , Management | G4 | Managing documents G4-1 | Reporting
G | Administration , Management | G5 | Making collaborative relationship | G5-4 | Decision making
G | Administration , Management | G5 | Making collaborative relationship | G5-4 | Decision making
G | Administration , Management | G5 | Making collaborative relationship | G5-1 | Cooperation




