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ABSTRACT

Purpose: The aim of this review is to comprehensively summarize the definition of vitamin D as a nutrient as well as a
hormone—like molecule and its new function in prevention of various chronic diseases, Methods: The review was written by
the method for systematic reivew writing, Literatures from the various sources, including research articles, book chapters,
proceedings and electronic materials as appropriate, were screened first and then reviewed and analyzed for the review,
Results: Vitamin D was originally considered as the essential nutrient as a vital carbon compound and was first discovered
among children with osteomalacia, also known as ricket disease, characterized by poorly calcified bones which were easily
bent rather than broken, Since that time, vitamin D has been known as the key nutrient to improve bone health, However,
recently emerging study findings have shown that vitamin D acts as the hormone—like nutrient since it is synthesized like a
hormone when our body needs and this particular vitamin also acts like a cell signaling ligand which regulates gene
expression of various proteins, So far positive effects of vitamin D have been suggested for the action of anticancer, anti—
immune function, and anti—cardiovascular disease, as well as antidiabetic function, etc. In this review, the definition for
vitamin D as a nutrient vitamin as well as a hormone—like molecule, cell signaling mechanism of vitamin D, and finally the
potential role for the prevention of chronic diseases are discussed. Conclusion: Vitamin D is now being considered as a
vital nutrient as a vitamin and as a potential substance for prevention of several chronic diseases,
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Fig. 1. Vitamin D synthesis using sunlight and cholestrol in body.
Vitamin D precursor (or called as pro-vitamin D3) is first synthe-
siszed at skin fissue (skin cells) using sunlight (ultraviolet B, UVB),
then this synthesized vitamin D precursor is secreted outside skin
cells and carried to the liver through blood vessel and after then
in the liver it is fransformed to 25(OH)D (cholecalcitriol). Once syn-
thesized, 25(OH)D is secreted outside liver cell and transferred to
the kidney and there 25(OH)D is synthesized o 1,25(OH),D as the
final form of active vitamin D. This active form of 1,25(OH),D is
now secreted outside kidney cells and carried to the various tissue
where vitamin D activity is needed. Our body only can use vitamin
D as the active vitamin D type as 1,25(0OH),D. Abbreviations: UVB
- ultraviolet B; vitamin D precursor - previtamin D3 or provitamin
D3; 25(0OH)D - cholecalcitrol; 1,25(0OH) 2D —1,25-dihydrooxychole-
callciferol or calcitriol; active vitamin D — 1,25(0OH),D (Image was
revised by the authors. Source: Reference 8).
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oH 1
Vit D2 Vit D3 . 1,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol)
(ergocalciferol) (25-hydroxy-cholecalciferol) (calcitriol, €44 H|E}TI D)

Fig. 3. Types of vitamin D. Vitamin D2 is abundantly present in mushroom, while D3 (25-hydroxy-cholecalciferol) is synthesized to choles-
terol at skin. Vitamin D3 is synthesized by adding one OH (hydroxyl) group to the provitamin D at the liver, and then again one more OH
group added at the kidney, which finally 1,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol (calcitriol, active form of vitamin D) is synthesized. Our body can
utilize vitamin D2 from mushroom etc. to the active form of vitamin D (calcitriol) (Image was redrawn and revised. Source: References 3
and 8).
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Fig. 4. Hormone and hormonal cell signaling. Hormone is the cell
signaling protein which is synthesized by the particular endocrine
cells. Once hormone is synthesized, then it is secreted outside cells
and then travels in blood stream to the hormone target cells. At
the target cells, hormone do act as hormonal cell signaling. Vito-
min D acts like hormon (hormone-like nutrient), because it is finally
synthesized by the kidney cells as the active form of vitamin D
(1,25(0OH)2 vitamin D, calcitriol), then secreted into the blood
stream and carried to various target cells which it works as hor-
monal cell signaling molecule (Image was revised. Source: Refer-
ence 8).
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Fig. 5. Vitamin D synthesis in our body and the pathway to affect
on gene expression. Vitamin D, whether it is acquired from the diet
or synthesized in our bodly, is finally syntheized to the active form
of 1,25(0OH)2D and carried to the target cells via blood vessels. In
the cells, vitamin D affects on vitamin D-dependent gene expres-
sion and therefore finally protein expression. For example, when
our body needs the protein which assists Ca albsorption or pro-
motes bone health, then vitamin D can signal these informations.
Then vitamin D helps to upregulate those particular genes and
proteins expression. When vitamin D stimulates upregulation of
gene expression as shown in figure, vitamin D needs to complex
with RXR (retinoid X receptor protein) and VDR (vitamin D recep-
tor protein). Therefore nutrient retinol is critical for vitamin D
action. Abbreiviation: CYP27A1, cytochrome P450, family 27, sub-
family A, polypeptide 1; CYP27B1, cytochrome P450, family 27,
subfamily B, polypeptide 1; RXR, retinoid X receptor; VDR, vitamin
D (1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3) receptor; 25(OH)D, 25-hydroxyvita-
min D; 1,25(0OH)2D, 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D (Image was revised.
Source: Reference 9).
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Fig. 6. Cell signaling and the regulation of protein expression by vitamin D. Active vitamin D (1,25[OH]2 Vit D), which is synthesized by
kidney cells and secreted into the blood vessels, combines with vitamin D-binding protein (DBP) in the blood, and then move into the
cells which are the target cells of vitamin D. Within the cytosol, vitamin D receptor protein (VDR) can recognize this vitamin D-DBP com-
plex and once vitamin D-DBP complex is detached, then vitamin D combines at this time with VDR to get into the nucleus. Within the
nucleus, vitamin D-VDR-RXR complex combines with a particular vitamin D-dependent DNA elements and regulates the vitamin D-
dependent gene expression (transcription). Abbreviation: DBP, vitamin D binding protein; 1,25[OH]2 Vit D), active vitamin D; VDR, vita-
min D receptor; RXR, retinoid X receptor; DNA, deoxyribonucleic acid; RNA, ribonucleic acid; +/- gene transcription, up-/down-regula-

tion (Image was revised. Source: Reference 6).



6/3 2% & 34 vET D

A7 W9 F71E8E ASATIE olFH WE AT
QIck. mheb B2 AL FS 3 vIEk Dl TS 3
S, B F9| Ca BE7} oA RES Ca HF= 2
A, B B Ca BT RoIAE 492 WY
Slol HIER D) me) 1458} 53 7 Ho d)

515,16
£ 5tk

tlo <) w

HIERI DO| 32R0EN2| MES 7|55
A7) e S HlE D Aojs) A
oz Sl gol Solsh A 2N HEHow B
3% Ve De] et HlofA] Fehe Tl Suslo], B
28 24 AT Lo SolbA AZ ) AL 3
Ak A2 W D7} Belshs fA 9 B olo] o}
£ W $He SAARIeRA, $2) o) 4EA T
o FeiFThe Wgolc. olst ol Mleuln sape)
8 FA0) 71A 3 Qi ML D7} 1) 24 el Cadl

¢

(osteoblast, = B4 M|3x)e} 3}F M (osteoclast, =83
AlaE)e] A3 B3le} 7S Ao e W 1S 3
A7 2R o) 9lol], Zefjol] SAe v A s

A Vitamin D

liver

Sk Tkt Alel A Jlso] Qirke AT Aol ol B
257 T} (Fig. 7). 2efol BaE wE] De] Flsole
ST ZAE AT, T ApEe E75]
U shES 919 A4ERS 948 AsdoRy RS
o 4 Qe PPN Rl gojake ©

0 9 FANAN 9% 2 95 BE Y e
FUE 715 R AT 71 1Y 5 A8 eA A
e G 5 sle dEse e SAAAM A8
WA A 2 nEt e T 5 Y s a8 g
A 715 Sl wigh A7AREe] HuHs vk
(Fig. 7).? o]k Wkl DY 7152 S 2o gre] o
FAHY AE Wl AT7} viEE Tl e 29

5 9l MEAEAY 750l 2ADY. oI5 Z2re] T
731 7140l il The SN T IS Eejsia
7} g,

AF7HA] B FAAE WER) D7} olAAe] T
PFsol2e W A7 E4e] 7o) e GuarAe] 7]
5 wek ope}, Alzo] WiEl W F2owAel Iy,
HIER) Do tig Ao, HIER D] A FA, BeE
ZazAe] A B4 AT AEAEAL] Ug, T2

25 (OH)D

1,25 (OH).D @D
> >

24-hydroxylase
(CYP24A1)

25-hydroxylase

1a-hydroxylase
(cypP278B1)

Classical role
*Calcium uptake

*PTH synthesis

renal phosphate/calcium

*osteoblast/osteoclast
differentiation & function

Non-Classical

role
*Anticancer
antiproliferative
regulation of
apoptosis and
angiogenesis

*anti-bacterial
*antigen
presentation
*anti-inflammatory

*anti-hypertensive

Fig 7. The nutrient and hormone-like roles of vitamin D. Traditionally, vitamin D is well known as the nutrient which promotes bone health
by stimulating Ca absorption by upregulating the protein expresstion and synthesis for Ca absorption and osteoblast differentiation etc
(as nutrient). In these days, numerous studies show that vitamin D is also having various functions of anticancer through up-regulating
the proteins for preventing cancer cell proliferation, anti-cardiovascular and anti-diabetic function, which are not considered only as
the nutrient but cell signaling molecule (hormone-like nutrient). Abbreviations: VDR, vitamine D receptor protein; RXR, retinoid X recep-
tor; RNA POL Il, RNA polymerase II; VDRE, vitamin D response element (Image was revised. Source: Reference 22).
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