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— Abstract—

Key concept : Nursing Need of Cancer Patient,
the Phases of lliness

The Comparison of the Perceived Needs
between Patients with Cancer,
their Caregivers, and Nurses According
to the Cancer Patient’s Phases of Illness *

Yang, Young Hee™*

R R A A7 A4E

This descriptive study was conducted to ascertain
whether the needs of patients with cancer, their
caregivers and their nurses changed according to
the illness phases and if the perceived needs of the
three groups were different for three categories of
nursing needs. At two hospitals in Seoul and
Choongnam, three groups of subjects, —patients
with cancer(79), caregivers(92), and nurses(72) —
responded to a questionnaire consisting of items on
educational need(11 items), physical need(8 items),
emotional need(9 items) using a 4-point Likert
scale. The palients and caregivers were selected ac-
cording to the phase of the cancer(initial, intermedi-
ate or recurred, terminal phases).

Finding revealed that.the level of perception and
degree of satisfaction of the needs were low, just
around two points in patients and caregivers. Of the
three categories of needs, physical needs were
received the highest score and the degree of satis-
faction of physical needs was also the highest.
There was no significant differnence between the
level of perception and satisfaction of needs in
patients and caregivers according to the phases of
the illness and the degree of per reception and the
satisfaction of the patients were not significantly
different and caregivers showed the same result.
There was a significant difference in the level of im-
portance of the needs of nurses according to the
phases of the cancer, They perceived emotional
needs were the most important in first phase and
second phase, physical needs in third phase and the
educational needs were more important in the first
phase than in any other phase. The degree of im-
portance of needs was significantly lower than the
degree to which needs were addressed, according to
the nurses response, In a comparison of patient and
caregiver’s perceived degrees of need, and need sat-
isfaction, and nurse’s perceived degree of need pro-
vision, patient and caregiver scores were lower than
the nurses.

* The Present Research was conducted by the Research fund of Dankook University in 1996.
** Department of Nursing, College of Medicine, Dankook University.
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