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Pediatric differentiated thyroid cancers (DTCs), mostly papillary thyroid cancer (PTC, 80-90%), are diagnosed at
more advanced stages with larger tumor sizes and higher rates of locoregional and/or lung metastasis. Despite
the higher recurrence rates of pediatric cancers than of adult thyroid cancers, pediatric patients demonstrate a
lower mortality rate and more favorable prognosis. Considering the more advanced stage at diagnosis in pediatric
patients, preoperative evaluation is crucial to determine the extent of surgery required. Furthermore, if hereditary
tumor syndrome is suspected, genetic testing is required. Recommendations for pediatric DTCs focus on the
surgical principles, radioiodine therapy according to the postoperative risk level, treatment and follow-up of
recurrent or persistent diseases, and treatment of patients with radioiodine-refractory PTCs on the basis of genetic
drivers that are unique to pediatric patients.
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