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Outbreaks and Control of Animal Rabies in Korea

Since rabies virus infection is fatal for both human and animals, the protective
immunization by vaccines against animals is a critical importance for disease
prevention and control. In Korea, recurrence of sylvatic rabies was reported
in Gangwon province, which is the northern border area in 1993. During the
years of 1994-2009, 417 animal rabies cases were registered in Gangwon
and Gyeonggi provinces. The national animal rabies eradication program
has performed to reduce rabies outbreaks by annual vaccination of dogs
and cattle since 1995, and the oral vaccination of raccoon dogs with annual
vaccinia-rabies glycoprotein (V-RG) bait vaccine. Additionally, serological
surveillance on domestic animals has been executed since 1999 to monitor
the anti-rabies antibody titers from Gangwon and Gyeonggi provinces where
the vaccination campaign has been implemented.
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Figure 1. Regional outbreaks of animal rabies in Korea (1993-2009.3).

Table 1. Status of Rabies Outbreak in Korea (AIMS)

Province Years Total
‘93 ‘94 ‘95 ‘96 ‘97 ‘98 ‘99 ‘00 ‘01 ‘02 ‘03 ‘04 ‘05 ‘06 ‘07 ‘08 ‘09

Gyeonggi 0 16 4 5 9 4 24 26 17 57 19 7 6 11 0 1 0 243

Gangwon 1 13 2 0 10 19 11 2 15 21 11 19 8 7 3 13 18 173

Seoul 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

Total 1 29 6 5 19 60 35 28 32 78 30 26 14 19 3 14 18 47
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Figure 2. Species of animal rabies in Korea.
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