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A Survey for Changed Control Policies of Hepatitis B in Republic of Korea

Ji Yoon Han, M.D., Tae Woong Jung, M.D., Dae Kyun Koh, M.D., Ph.D., and Jong Hyun Kim, M.D., Ph.D.

Department of Pediatrics, College of Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Purpose : We have tried to search all concerning data on the policies of hepatitis B vaccination or surveillance of medical
equipments that can transmit blood mediated diseases, including disposable syringe, in Republic of Korea, to propose

references to other medical professionals.

Methods : Data from domestic journals, government websites, computerized newspapers, etc, were reviewed, The data
were arranged into four categories (governmental policies on hepatitis B control, hepatitis B mass immunization program
in school, using process of hepatitis B vaccine, and policies on medical equipments surveillance, including disposable
syringes, which is considered as source of blood mediated infection), and the periodic changes on each subjects in policies

were reviewed,

Results : Due to growing social concerns on hepatitis B in early 1980s, swift introduction and production of hepatitis B vaccine
was made, After establishment of "5 year project for eradication of hepatitis B' in late 1983, number of vaccinated population
jumped up to 6 million within 2 years (1984-85). However, since the immunization targets were mainly adult, not infant,
this project was annulled in late 1985, Following this project, hepatitis B mass immunization program in school was carried
out, In year 1995, hepatitis B vaccine was included in national immunization program, The use of disposable syringe was
recommended from year 1980 but legislated in year 1985, finally,

Conclusion : The mainstay in controlling hepatitis B in Republic of Korea was coordination of prompt introduction of vaccine,
mass immunization, high vaccination coverage rate, or use of disposable syringes. However, since there is lack of official
data available, it is urgent to arrange and computerize all government data related to infectious diseases, (Korean J

Pediatr Infect Dis 2011;18:124—134)
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Table 1. Total Number of Students for Immunized
Hepatitis B Vaccine by Seoul School Health Center?”

Year 1987 1990 1991 1992 1994

199,188 56,528 18,906 174,460 174,583

Doses
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Table 2. Grasped Results of Yearly Hepatitis B Immunization from 1985 to 1994 by Korean Government*®

Year 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Doses
Free 61,123 174,895 925,795 949936 920,246 877,200 921,822 893,015 898,064 786,206

Total 4,460,403 3,974,802 5,067,307 5,217,527 5,141,967 5,962,464 6,049,739 5,506,518 5,253,901 4,650,244
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Table 3. The Policies of Usage for Utensils Available to Transmit Blood-born Diseases Such as a Disposable Syringe

in Republic of Korea

Time

Contents

October 1980*
October 1981*

A national university hospital: disposable syringes were using for all patients
Hepatitis elimination campaign in Korean Medical Association: recommendation to use disposable

syringes for all immunization and organization of campaign for immunization

December 1981*
hepatitis, especially all injection cases in infants
April 1982

Ministry of Health and Social Services: recommendation to use disposable syringes for preventing

Korean Medical Association: proposed the coverage for usage of disposable syringes in health in-

surance to Ministry of Health and Social Services because of rejection to cover its use

September 1982
salons
October 1982*
Immunization
February 1985%

pitals reuse syringes
March 1985

Ministry of Health and Social Services: obligation to use disposable razors in barbershops or beauty
Ministry of Health and Social Services: purchase 50 jet injectors to prevent serum hepatitis through
The usage of disposable syringes is recommendation, not obligation. No evidence to penalty into hos-

Ministry of Health and Social Services: punishment to reuse syringes. Stop the sales of medical insti-

tutions, cancel the permit, or suspend the certification of M.D. in cases of detection the reuse syringes

for more than 3 times

Table 4. Important Policies or Events for Hepatitis B Control in Republic of Korea

Time (year)

Contents

)

)

Late 1970s -  Raised the social interest for hepatitis B”
early 1980s
1982 First use of imported hepatitis B vaccine in Republic of Korea (July)®™”
1983 Licensure of domestic hepatitis B vaccine (September)*”
1984 Five years plan to elimination of hepatitis B: target to vaccinate 40 % of nation population (17.2 millions)
by 1988'%
1985 Legislation to use disposable syringes in medical institutions™
Cacellation 5 years plan to elimination of hepatitis B (December)'”
1986 Begin mass immunization of hepatitis B in elementary, middle, and high school (Board of Eduation)
(ApriD)®
1987 Notification chronic hepatitis B as a specified infectious disease'
Free immunization of hepatitis B for all visited neonates in public health office'”
Licensure of imported recombinant hepatitis B vaccine (October)®”
1991 Inclusion of hepatitis B vaccine in immunization table of Korean Society of Pediatrics®
1992 Licensure of domestic recombinant hepatitis B vaccine®
1995 Notification of hepatitis B as the Legal Epidemic Disease. Inclusion of hepatitis B vaccine as the National
Mandatory Vaccine?”’
1998 Cancellation the policy for booster hepatitis B vaccine with 5 years interval®
2000 Coverage of fee for antenatal care or serologic test of hepatitis B in National Health Insurance”
2002 Starting Hepatitis B Perinatal Transmission Prevention Program (July)®
2004 Quit to produce the plasma—derived vaccine™
2006 Tests for HBsAg at the 7th grade student™
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