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Background and Objectives It is well recognized that early detection and intervention are
most important for the prevention of neonatal hearing loss. The national support policy in Ko-
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Table 1. Clinical characteristics (n=353)

Characteristics n (%)
Birth place
University hospital 81 (22.9)
General hospital 81 (22.9)
Local clinic 182 (51.6)
Matemity center 6(1.7)

Others 3(0.8)
Postnatal care place

Hospital 1(3.1)

Postpartum care center 250 (70.8)

Home 66 (18.7)

Cousin's house 21 (5.9)

Others 501.4)
Birth date

Before Oct. 2018 108 (30.6)

After Oct. 2018 245 (69.4)
National Infant Health Checkup date

1st Infant Health Checkup (14—35 days of birth) 238 (67.4)

2nd Infant Health Checkup (4—6é months of birth) 222 (62.9)

3rd Infant Health Checkup (9—12 months of birth) 171 (48.4)

4th Infant Health Checkup (18—24 months 110 (31.2)

of birth)
Others 68 (19.2)
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Fig. 2. Awareness of the test time for neonatal screening and confir-
matory hearing tests. Answers to questions “All newborns must un-
dergo a neonatal screening test for normal language development
within one month of birth. Do you know about this?” (A), and “All
newborns with a refer result on either ear in the screening test must
take a confirmatory hearing test (ABR). Do you know when?” (B).
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Fig. 1. Residence of the parents and infants who participated in this survey in Korea.
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174 (49.3%) 249 (70.5%)

179 (50.7%)

104 (29.5%)
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A M No B
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201 (56.9%)

155 (43.9%)

152 (43.1%) 198 (56.1%)

W vYes
C M No D

W vYes
B No

Fig. 3. Awareness of the national policy for neonatal and infant hearing. Answers to questions “Korean national health insurance fully
covers neonatal hearing screening tests performed during hospitalization after birth since Oct. 2018. Do you know about this?” (A), “Neo-
natal hearing screening tests performed in the outpatient clinic require 5%—-20% of self-payment. Do you know about this?” (B), “Confir-
matory hearing tests after neonatal hearing screening tests are supported by sending the receipt within one year. Do you know about
this?” (C), “The Korean government supports hearing aids to infants diagnosed with hearing loss. Do you know about this?” (D).

Table 2. Reasons for not claiming outpatient co-insurance sup-
port for neonatal hearing screening tests (n=166)

Reasons n (%)
Visiting the public health center is inconvenient 5(51.2)
The amount is small (28 3)
Supported by other private insurance 1(6.6)
Others 23 (13.9)

50 (14.2%)

10 (2.8%)
1(0.3%)

2 (0.6%)
17 (4.8%)

334 (94.6%)

292 (82.7%)

Absolutely necessary

(]
Il Necessary Bl Necessary
(|

I Unnecessary Usual
I Unknowingness I Unnecessary
A B m Absolutely unnecessary

Fig. 4. Parent opinion on the national policy of neonatal and infant
hearing. Answers to questions “Do you think national guidance is
necessary for neonatal hearing screening test, confirmatory test,
and government support programs, etc.?” (A), “Do you think a na-
tional management system of neonatal and infant hearing is nec-
essary?” (B).
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[] Appendix []

Survey questionnaires used to analyze the awareness of neonatal hearing tests and national support policies in this

study (from the Research on efficiency of Newborn Screening Test linked to National Infant Health Checkup Program).
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