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Seven Cases of Decreased Serum Valproic Acid Concentration During Concomitant Use of

Carbapenem Antibiotics

Sang-Guk Lee, M.D.!, Jeong-Ho Kim, M.D.}; Jin Yang Joo, M.D.2, and Oh Hun Kwon, M.D.}

Departments of Laboratory Medicine’ and Neurosurgery?, Yongdong Severance Hospital, Department of Laboratory Medicine®, Severance

Hospital, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Valproic acid (VPA) is a commonly prescribed anticonvulsant drug for the treatment of various
forms of epilepsy. Concomitant administration of VPA and carbapenem antibiotics such as pani-
penem/betamipron and meropenem has been reported to decrease the serum level of VPA. We
observed seven cases which showed a decrease in serum levels of VPA due to concomitant use
of VPA and carbapenem from January 2002 to October 2006 in a 750-bed university hospital, the
average decrease of 70.4% was observed. Carbapenem antibiotics administrated concomitantly
with VPA were panipenem (1 case), meropenem (3 cases), and imipenem (2 cases), and in one
other case imipenem and meropenem were used sequentially. We found the VPA serum levels
were significantly decreased with meropenem (n=4) more than with other carbapenem antibiotics
(n=4, 89.3% vs. 51.5% decrease, P=0.03). Clinicians should be aware of this potential interaction,
pay attention to the failure of seizure control due to decreased serum VPA levels with concomitant
use of carbapenem antibiotics, and monitor VPA serum levels for those cases. (Korean J Lab Med
2007;27:338-43)
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"o2]. VPAE g T HAES X5t e HHEH
5 Ago] B ACE deA Stk Salicyclic acidel] 3]
VPAS d7ehillate] Agte] 7+4d 4 $13[3], phenytoin[4],
phenobarbital[4, 5], carbamazepine[6]9] &3t 7} &4 H%
(induction) 2 VPA®] €% F&7h 4% o glvk 10 Aol
+ carbapenem”| 3¥A)¢1 panipenem/betamipron([7, 8] T+
meropenem[9-15]3 ¥ AHEHUE W VPAS dEF F&7t
2 99t Bt 99 Betamipron panipenem] A%
A& Fo7] Y8l AMEEE f714E 29 AIA oIt 16]. Mero-
penem 94| panipenem¥} 7 7|HOZ IFEHE YERH
7+8 carbapenem| &A1 imipenem/cilastatin®l] B3] F-2H-&-

SEH VL FWHE M} Yol FRNAA ol 14
WS 283 B0 49F A5l o A5HIL JeHI7, 18]
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VPAS} carbapenem# 3#A] = meropenem@] A 220
Aok Has Sl 20020 EAoA A 3¢)E Hig vprt
22m[19], ol¥ell= 200218 1¥4H 200613 109714 £l
A Al 7¥A] carbapenem 7] &A%k AFE A 7o E £ AL
2 ool Bag oE3 I vn PAESITL VPAY]

AL Cobas integra (Roche Diagnostics, Basel, Switzerland) Z

AN e

fluorescence polarization immunoassay H< ARt =43}
Hal AAe] A8 VPAQ T4 (through) ol o] FA Kt

S &l

1. 38 1

574 EAF 3AZ 20059 102 #HEF $Y
.71 A% 98% WA o) 2 Aot BaaIT) 20064
79 18 712 7hdatzto]l 9lo] wiY lamictal (lamotrigine)
125 mg, orfil (VPA) syrup 900 mgg E-& AZaich U
UFY H5E 2R A W o dole 5-10% A%
o F2 7Hd HEE 33 Hol SHAR Udsidlth Y ¥
lamictal 125 mg, orfil syrup 900 mg WY A& Fof 3L
o o) 7Rk gigloy A dE Eeketel B4 X8
T g = AGujeko) A Serratia marcescens?} ¥ %FE o] 2006
d 129 1494 carbenin (panipenem+betamipron) 15 g&
| Fo] 517] A|FsISIt) Carbenin AHE: 9UA) 3-4%-712] oA
I Y e 7ol 9y, 10¢A ] VPAS] EF F
%7t 86 ug/mLE F& 3% olat® ZAHU) Carbenin ¥
oF A4 % VPAY FEE 326 pug/mL%7] Wl carbenin

& Fo=E Q3] 8% VPAS] 5L/t 4% 7HAE AS & F
. Carbening §F 114A7HA] AMS & SRR, F
9UAe] 243 VPAS FF FEE 348 pug/mLE

A Z7RETL T F O o1l 2 A e el

01—73 %UH 73/\14 o] 9]

o 3 o
3
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564 FAk AR T W FER SHTE T AR orfil
syrup 900 mgeS WY E& Folgich Al YelA Pseudo-
monas aeruginosa’} ¥lE o] 061d 129 29945E meropenem
S Fospy] AlZsth Meropenem FoF 3Y Mo &4
VPAY 8% & 369 pg/mL¥ 24 meropenem FoF 8Y
A &4 Az 24 shet 329 32 pg/mL ©J8tE 91% o)
3kt Meropenem 1747 Fo] & 02 JAAZ WA

%

I3 1 ¥ VPA BF BE 34 A AREA o
VPA E% ¥k 35 o%e & F gl3ith 3 meropenem
FoF 717 ok 7 A otk
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. 58 3

654 FAF AR T W EEE SHTE T ATHOE ofil
syrup 1,200 mg<s MY 58 Foldrh Al Y2} Kiebsiella
pneumoniae’} 2] %o] 200513 129 5UHE| prepenem (imipe-
nem) 2 g4 " Fo] A28k Prepenem FoF Ao 54
g VPAY 8% F%E 511 ug/mLYSY prepenem FoF 8
A, 1594, 297 34 A4 307 pg/mL (40% 72). 165
pg/mL (70% 7+%), 238 pg/mL (53% 7a) 2 ZAsigich
2005'd 129 26 prepenem F15 FHEAL, orfil syrup £3F
< 3 1,800 mg® F3te] H583102M, prepenem FOF F
o T 84 IF VPA B57} 421 pg/mLE IEHC 3

¥ prepenem FoF 717 F 7 w2 glqlch
4. 38 4

794 G2 A2 199499 4721 (meningioma) & FTE o] &
< WY, 1% 2001 7Pz @Aste] depakin (VPA)
1,000 mge WY 54 Foldch 200249 19 11 AFEs 9
3 sy 7HEE A 2EEA ¥3 WY 4949 VPA
% T2t 42 pg/mLE AR FE 5 BEop WA S4Ho
S 694) 3 WY orfil retard 1,200 mglE VPA &
FE Sslel BRIl o o] 7HA WA wEEA] ok
o 9 18YA] dF VPAS EE 60 yg/mLE A8
SRR 440 WY 18YAe SujYl A Pseudomonas
aeruginosa’} #2150} 1Y meropenem 2 g FS AlAEA
2, FoF49A VPAY 8F Tt 7 ug/mLE SHFAEH
0] meropenem £oF Aol B3] 88% 7+A3H Aotk Mero-
penem F2F 54A9 VPAUAl phenytoing FI3191 3, mero-

penem ARE 7|7} Sof] 7H8 w2k dojux] eghel

5. 5&l 5

=
AsInT, ¥ w2 A2 =9 (epidural hemorrhage)
A AgspEA 78wz oWk 98] orfil syrup
1,080 mgs WY B85tk &4 &3 AX o)A Pseudomo-

nas aeruginosa’} H# ¥ o] WY 49¢#HE meropenem 1,000
%

mg Y F51%th Meropenem FF A &
ETE 749 pg/mLYOY Fol 695 VPAS EF EEE 89
ug/mLZ meropenem FoF Aol H|3) 88% 7Aaslath
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S1M) @2} A2 20049 69 30U AFLINEHE 5% A7)
Y oA 0% depakin 1,000 mg MY H-& Folh A El
okl X Pseudomonas aeruginosa’} H#¥o] WY 15Y# HE
prepenem 1,000 mge " FoFslit}h. Prepenem F<F el
el 129l 343 VPAS ¥F FEv 571 pg/mLIo
prepenem FoF 494#] 4 A3} 408 yg/mLE prepenem F
ok Ao Blaf 29% 7+AET)E PrepenemS 1397F Foko] o] &
AR AR 717F Foll 7Hd RS dojupA] askth

7. 34 7

38A] Ak FAE 2001 1€ 89 ¥ #2k5 (brain chordoma)
2 e Ny T U AE B2 FOE Y 1071Y AR
B (diplopia) 574 UoHAM W 2545 B = A&H (tinni-
tus), oA HZF(dizziness) o] ol &l WHE & MRI Aljatiy
HAE A g0 20061d 3€ 7Y AFE MY wuTh £
& A&H 0 Z oltril 1,200 mgS WY AF Foukgkon 2006
99Y 59 w4l wjoko| A Pseudomonas aeruginosa H-2]% o]
prepenem 2 g MY FolatAth Prepenem Fo] 344 VPA
9] 8% 5T 383 pg/mLE SHE O] prepenem FoI (2006
A 8¢9 28%) 9] 58 ug/mLell W3 34% 74T HE FoF
1097 VPASY 8% ¥5E 361 ug/mLE A3 Zase] 9l
%Atk Prepenem< §-2H4-02 742 wzks Ao shgAo] =
2 Aol EE 20061 99 25Y prepenemS meropenem O 2
A T3l meropenemlE WA T 544 = VPAQ
T 65 ug/mL (89% 74)E prepenem AMSA] Hoh 4
Z0F VPAS 8% ¥/t Zasiglch WE B T F
HA bk ojuA] st

¢ dF ZdE E& carbapenem A% A pani-
penem¥} meropenem 181 imipenem©®] EF VPAY ¥
TEE YETE AME IR F QIS o S HioA 1

£ Eo¥ carbapenem-2 panipenem®] 19|, meropenem®] 3¢,

NOPlu ool RIOF

¢

imipenem©] 24, 18]X imipenem} meropenem& W7o} Al

Ol - S - A 9l 19l

&8 14%19m Table 1914 8.9F3l4ith. 18] 3 Meropenem<
AHE3E 309} imipenem 3} meropenem< WHZHo} ARE-3E 1o o] A
meropenem AR GA] VPAY 82 % 7FA AT E mero-
penem®] 9] TFE carbapenem| SHIAIE AFE-3E 3¢9} F71A]
SAAE Hdol AMEe oo A imipenem AMHE- YAl VPAS] @
Z 55 1A AT 5949 F + 7] Mann Whitney 774
< &3l Hlaskich 54 A2lE Skl SAS 9.1.3 (SAS Insti-
tute Inc, Cary, NC, USA)S AHE3}ith Meropenemo] W&
Fog o(n=4)dMe F VPAY FE7t Y 89.3% 7HAast
917, imipenem©]Y} panipenem®} 7+ thZ carbapenem MY
Aot BE T d(n=4)olXe HF 515% 74ask] mero-
penem©| ThE carbapenemE Tt VPAQ EF =55 1] o)
S e HERSITHP=0,03). 183 F# 7e1A4E imipen-
em©] meropenem .2 WAH T VPAS 5 L7t ¥ ®ol
asted §l9] 7HdS St

VPAE T2 1 SIS MEdlel v oIS A5G0l
ol dojp oFEoltt olHd AEAGS A A9 23
A3 o BE S4EL 907 5 Uk BME

MZE BB EPO 7 o] g AT ado] YJE oM
o A Al At He 71es & 5 A ¢

HES T ©] 7l15e ARl A9 524 VPAY ok
84 A FERUER AH|27t oF 8 4} 5 carbapenem ]
FAAZE FAlO FAHAG RS ZARIG T g2 S0l
A VPA 3% ke dA% Aste dFeAh E carba-

penem | FAA Foks TS A A& VPAS EF
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VPA$} carbapenem#] YA Alo]e] Az 22 1997
Nagai 59| 93} panipenemolA 2S-22 B8] 17

Table 1. Summary of seven cases of decreased serum valproic acid levels with concomitant use of carbapenem antibiotics

Case  Age Sex Diagnosis Carbgperjem VPA dose Effect on V.P A Clinical outcome
antibiotic concentration
1 57 M Left MCA infarction Panipenem 900 mg/day lby 74% Seizure attak at the 9th day
of panipenem
2 56 M Intracranial hemorrhage Meropenem 900 mg/day lby 91% No seizure attack
3 65 M Intracranial hemorrhage Imipenem 1,200 mg/day Lby 70% No seizure attack
4 79 M Meningioma Meropenem 1,200 mg/day L by 88% No seizure attack
5 80 F Epidural hemorrhage Meropenem 1,080 mg/day L by 88% No seizure attack
6 51 M subdural hemorrhage Imipenem 1,000 mg/day L by 29% No seizure attack
7 28 M Chordoma Imipenem 1,200 mg/day L by 34% No seizure attack
Meropenem 1,200 mg/day L by 89% No seizure attack
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Table 2. Reports of valproic acid-carbapenem antibiotics interactions

Case report (Publication year, Patient Carbapenem Effect on VPA -
_— o VPA dose . Clinical outcome
author, reference number) Age Gender antibiotic concentration
1997  Nagaietal. [8] 10 M Panipenem 8.3 mg/kg g8h 1 by 93% Seizure (day 16)
8 F Panipenem 500 mg/day 1 by 95% No seizure
10 F Panipenem 5mg/kg g12h I Not described Seizure (day 2)
1998  De Turck et al.[15] 65 F Meropenem 1,200 mg/day L by 60% No seizure
57 F Meropenem 1,200 mg/day 1 by 89% No seizure
1998  Yamagata et al.[7] 3 F Panipenem 35 mg/kg/day L by 65% Seizure (day 3)
22 M Panipenem 32 mg/kg/day lby 74% Seizure (day 2)
4 F Panipenem 25 mg/kg/day 1 by 58% No seizure
2002 Roeetal[19] 26 M Meropenem 1,500 mg/day Lby 77% Seizure (day 5)
32 F Meropenem 1,080 mg/day L by 87% No seizure
50 F Meropenem 900 mg/day 1 by 93% No seizure
2003  Llinares etal.[14] 28 M Imipenem 1,600 mg/day L by 45% No seizure
71 F Meropenem 1,500 mg/day L by 75% Seizure (day 9)
24 F Meropenem 1,000 mg/day 1 by 95% No seizure
2004  Nacarkucuk et al.[13] 14 M Meropenem 50 mg/kg/day Lby 79% No seizure
™ F Meropenem 75 mg/kg/day L by 80% No seizure
14 M Meropenem 75 mg/kg/day 1 by 88% No seizure
2005 Covert-Orts etal.[11] 21 F Meropenem 1,920 mg/day Lby 87% Seizure (day 2)
2005 Clause et al.[12] 30 M Meropenem 150 mg/hr Lby 72% No seizure
77 M Meropenem 130 mg/hr 1 by 49% No seizure
2006  Fudio etal.[9] 50 F Meropenem 1,500 mg/day L by 85% Seizure (day 5)

T 1998 d De Truck 5°] meropenem VPAS] Ao zheS 213} ratE o]&3 AdoA B VPA-G9F VPA 7H9] ul
HETH15]. Imipenemd] 93+ VPAS F Tk 7tas 2o A glucuronidation®] hydrolysis®t} $-A8ke] A2z o5
2003'd Linares ol <3 1e7} B = ATH14]. 2006'd 129 o2 wjHo] §old VPA-GE HIEo] FolAA Hrhs A
7HA] PubMed 745 A8kl VPAS} carbapenem7] 1A dobftH23]. o]l ofg] 7Hdel® B3, VPAS carba-
Atole] s akgo] HAE o E& Table 2] A3t Table penem | A 0] FT L] gk FEgt 71dE we)7] S8l
2001419} 2ol £ Yo e AAH 17+ carbapenem Al A o B A7 FEEojoF & Aojth

Z|A FE meropenem A Y BT (224 = 154, 68%) 7} o2 A7 2 lamotrigine VPAY FAFSHA glucuro-
B A2 ThE carbapenem FAET 4 23 A4 A7 nidation& F8 HAtEE k=M 27 FYAld g8 glucu-

uFolgt AZEH, o= B ZgdAE &Ft}. &H, pani- conidation®] Z7}ate] 7Hd wzke] HIT7} Z7}sithE B
mepem©|t} imipenem AL HE 7HA Z2 AW VPA [24]°] 23Tl Lamotrigine®} carbapenem# 3H3#] <] ’z}&’i}

B
A
rlo

£ BFE AL PISACER ofd| g Fo7F SHTh Goll gk Bie o} 10y carbapenem Al A 7F VPA
Carbapenemﬁ] LA 7F VPASY €2 525 A7)+ 7] 9] glucuronidatione Z7MX7]+= ACSE Ho} lamotrigineZ9)
2ol o2 FEAPES Fl AXNEU RatE o]&3 dFS F5AG 7hedel tigk Ak o Aolth I 9o &3] A
%zsﬂ/ﬁ panipenem?©] Aol FoJ=H T50 2 = o] VPA- £%+& phenobarbital, phenytoin, carbamazepine < glu-
Glucuronate (VPA-G)E deconjugation & 4 v AW Ao curonidation YL AXA o} carbapenemA YA <} A
o 4B LANUORA, VPA-GE A7 AEBS el B A9l k5ol wE AT AL,
Z VPAY g 72Nt Aol BRI EATH20], Torii =& o] B &2 VPAS} carbapenem A 7+e] Abs 2k
rat Ao imipenem X+ panipenem? AW Fojv} ALE 29 carbapenem YA 32 BFA FelEth VPALS
FoE VPAY 8% ¥k HAE FEsix ]‘j} 9 FoH VPA 7Hde] da AgA ek 2] AMEE AL 913 carbapenem A 3
o] FEE ¥HA dede A "ﬂf:—i A, ol& MO E car- A QA oAl WA O3 24 Tl Bo] AREEAL Qe BR 9]
bapenem”| &#A7F VPAS §5E 03}1 Stk 7Hd S AA] 4 ANEE T A 7 A A HAE VPAY 8% 5k
sinH21]. T 71H 22 Panipenem©] VPA$] glucuronida- 2 Qlel WAeke 1 2 Aofjel] tha) sAska Qlejok it

tiong F7HAIITH18H) &= o] rat A7 Hext22]. & o4 4= glo] VPAS} carbapenem Al 3AAS I AHddl= &
T2 7|AC & carbapenemA A7} VPA-G7} VPAE 7} Al ME VPAS 8% 2o )3l 32 @] wi=a] I
3 [}

[e}
53| (hydrolysis) 5= ¥ Wallgtth= A °] monkey 7+ X o, Zdgd A4S Hole UAlE 4 e AVt At
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gAYl WAE TEstojof 31, Tk E carbapenem Al St
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Valproic acid (VPA)E 93 $7< 79 dab A8A=Z
de] 2ole Aot VPAE
meropenem ¥ 7+ carbapenemA| A9} A AMEHIS
m dF FLvt AAEHE AR gEA Atk 750873 R
st oA 20021 1¥95E 2006 10¥7FA] carbapenemZ)
PAA ] HE FAR Qg PF VPAY At #AE T4
ZARBIAIL W 704%9 VPA BF FE #AaE HHsgh

HEe EojH carbapenem YA+ panipenem©] 1¢], mero-

paniepenem/betamipron ©] 4

penem©| 3¢, imipenem©] 2¢l|, 18] imipenem¥} meropen-
emS WZol AHEH 79 199 Meropenem (n=4, 89.3%
7+4) o] B2 carbapenemA A (n=4, 51.5% Z.}J_) Ho}

VPA? 8% 58 o Bo] WAtk (P=0.03). JAE
2 VPAS} carbapenemAl SAAE A AR u) Pii}%

l
I 0 mE VPAS] % gk HaR A% 0 24 Ao 7}
T30l el sAstal flofok st vt HE FoiE Aol
VPAY 8% o tid 54 #2o] Fsit)
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