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The death certificate is a medical document that proves the death of a person
and forms the basis of an administrative death report. It is a source of statistics
on the cause of a person’s death and the basic tool used in national health
policy and health promotion activities. This study reviews the major categories
of historical changes made to the Korean death certificate form over the
years. During the Japanese colonial period, the death certificate form was first
introduced under the Koii (public doctor) system. However, the first structurally
organized form of the death certificate was based on the “National Medical
Service Act” (June 26, 1955.); it was structurally very similar to the current
form. Since the enactment of the “Enforcement Decree of the Medical Service
Act”, the death certificate form has undergone structural changes 13 times.
The changes made to the contents or format of the death certificate during
its 98 revisions can be classified into eight categories: death certificate title,
form language, personal information, place of death, cause of death, manner of
death, information on unnatural death, and other changes (chart number, serial
number, confirmation seal, etc.). The authors hope that future revisions to the
Korean death certificate would make it easier to write.
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Fig. 1. Death certificate form was first introduced in the official
gazette (No. 601: 1914.8.3.) by Chosun Governor General in Japanese
colonial period.
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International Classification of Diseases, 10th revision
(ICD-10) AAEA A9 £l 27 Hgct. A
Q) 57 At 2o QoA AARAT T HARL A
AXRAZIF #F B AAED F3]9 F ol gsf ICD A

INTERNATIONAL FORM OF MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF CAUSE OF DEATH

Cause of death

1
Disease or condition directly ) s T
leading to death*

Antecedent causes )
Morbid conditions, if any,
giving rise to the above cause,
stating the underlying
condition last O e S R

11

Other significant conditions
contributing to the death, but
not related to the disease or
condition causing it

*This does not mean the mode of dying, e.g. heart failure, respiratory failure.
It means the disease, injury, or complication that caused death.

Approximate
interval between
onset and death

Fig. 2. International standard form
of medical certificate of “cause of
death.” Reproduced from World Health
Organization. International statistical
classification of diseases and related
health problems, 10th revision [Internet].
Geneva: World Health Organization; 2016
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Appendix 1. General view of historical changes of medical law concerning about the death certificate form from Japanese

colonial period to the Republic of Korea.
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Appendix 2. The present Korean death certificate form (2015.12.23. K14 form).
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Appendix 3. The translated contents of death certificate form under the Koii (pubic doctor) system in Japanese colonial
period.

LoAREARe] 4R, 4% 2 A4E
2. TR (EAEAA)ILLNE)
3. AN E
4 AV
5. Akl FR(HAL FF 7IE HAME)
6. Abgel dA(BE R ¥Ae] FE R A&V 4 27h)
7. 718 AAGF 2 AS7H
8. 79 Fo27 2 Feddd
9. siF=] Fa44
10. fAAke] =2 2 4%
11. 71 E}
o 3] AR(AMD T

271 G 4 <

Fo
2B FA q4 0= (D

Appendix 4. Death certificate form based on "National Medical Service Act,(1951.12.25.).
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Appendix 5. The revised death certificate form based on “National Medical Service Act” (1955.5.21.). This is the first, structurally organized form
very similar with the present death certificate form.
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Appendix 6. Historical changes of death certificate form related with “place of death”: (A) 1962.5.7.-1969.7.15. (K1-K4 form), (B) 1973.10.17.—
1989.2.28. (K5 & K6 form), (C) 1993.8.20.—2008.2.13. (K7—K11 form), (D) 2009.4.29. (K12 form), and (E) 2011.4.7.—2015.12.23. (K13 & K14 form).
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Appendix 7. Historical changes of death certificate form related with “cause of death”: (A) 1962.5.7.—1969.7.15. (K1-K4 form), (B) 1973.10.17.—
1989.2.28. (K5 & K6 form), (C) 1993.8.20.—1994.9.27. (K7 & K8 form), (D) 2000.10.21.—2008.2.13. (K9—K11 form), and (E) 2009.4.29.—2015.12.23.
(K12—K14 form).
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Appendix 8. Historical changes of death certificate form related with “ap
to death”: (A) 1962.5.7.—1989.2.28. (K1-K6 form), (B) 1993.8.20.—1994.
2000.10.21. (K9 form), and (D) 2002.7.11.—2015.12.23. (K10-K14 form).

proximate interval: onset
9.27. (K7 & K8 form), (C)
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Appendix 9. Historical changes of death certificate form related with “manner of death”: (A)
1962.5.7.—1989.2.28. (K1-K6 form), (B) 1993.8.20.—2008.2.13. (K7—K11 form), (C) 2009.4.29. (K12

form), and (D) 2011.4.7.—2015.12.23. (K13 & K14 form).
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Appendix 10. Historical change of death certificate format related with “information of unnatural
death”: (A) 1962.5.7.-1969.7.15. (K1-K4 form), (B) 1973.10.17.-1989.2.28. (K5 & K6 form), (C)
1993.8.20.-2008.2.13. (K7—K11 form), (D) 2009.4.29. (K12 form), and (E) 2011.4.7.-2015.12.23. (K13

& K14 form).
12 | 2/ | ARGHELM | A & E oH Al z
| WELAZ | z
EIHALE +
| 2Ct o A |
(A) : |
| | Al = | 1 BAE
{é.’aﬂ%”é‘ﬂé*i\ g H | 2 BIEAE
| | MHE A EaS |
1] 220AE {JéH%“:.“‘&%%V} 4 g E 2H Al z
ZIHAME " —~
H EEER
(B) ! !
| \ Al = | 2t ELZE
Ié*aH%'@."QIQ&\ =1 i | Lt HISYE
| | A & A3
13 | 2TIAR | AbDEMiAl | [E] E o Al = (20l ZHAIN 2B
FObAME | MREF | oa=An oEcl S oEs 2 eEelsl 2
I | ©etE Dol RNRTE ITET [
e | 1= &
| Atmiga
o | & 2| OFHY @IRETHE oMIUT ez (==, itE)
- | ©@FLX _©AZII2H2E, DorEE)
| v | | @VE(RHRSE &y T2 eouoE
I | & # | Ot 22S Lt. 2201212 Alzt
alanes|0EFED @ FF Q5 A=A | @ vlg=A Az
- @ A4 [ e B Y Rl =T ) B AT @8 @ o4
o | AFEAIY A a2 2 A BEeadzAld 98
(D) |~ &
A
A A == o= 71 s A)2g/0ke 9 &) = Skl OB D
9 2 | 938 @oar o AN Iaden o 8 @ TR AN 25E B
s IR SR
A [ 12+@s [ 185 [ ]5% A=d | jdelzd Abm [ ] xR
=2 ([ ]2M [ I A 176 ) of = |01 Ek ] ol
=AY
- Agjo HoE Y A = oE)
(E) |=121A —y
T
: [
A g [ 154 EEEEE [ 1 AR=AAE (=, 1o 5
M 0] 2eieem, g2 5 [ ]g=
dh | ] Y ME2AE A, Y D) [ ] okl
[ ] s3HEg, AL 943 S [ 1 7lek )

Appendix 11. Death certificate related with “qualifications of the issuer”: (A) 1994.9.27. (K8 form)
and (B) 2015.12.23. (K14 form).
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