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Scuba diving is a popular sports activity, even though it is associated with
potential hazards. When a diver enters the water for an underwater expedition,
he/she needs a series of diving gear, including a regulator, buoyancy
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Accepted: November 15,2019 encountered a fatal diving accident wherein autopsy showed the evidence of
death by drowning. The witness stated that the diver requested more weight to
Correspondence to descend into the water, and the diver wore one more weight belt, totalling 26
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Department of Forensic Medicine, kg. After a second trial of diving, he did not grab the regulator and disappeared
Chosun University School of into the water suddenly, and bubbles did not appear at the surface. Based on
Medicine, 309 Pilmun-daero, Dong- the witness statement and autopsy findings, the original cause of accident was
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concluded as an overweighted belt for descent into the water.
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Fig. 1. Photograph shows ballooning of the lungs with froth from the
bronchus.
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Fig. 2. Photograph shows the diving gear of the victim, including an
air tank, a dry suit, and two sets of weight belts.

http://www.kjlm.or.kr



166 Korean Journal of Legal Medicine | 2019;43:164-166

ovu g vA SR ¢o ANE of7|5HA "ot vt
Baol AT A0S o Helt A4 FAuE i‘%f*ﬂ‘
s

S, GA%Y 5F 0] BHOIDR &4 FHB
o U Be dIE 332 BAE 8 93, B4 14 kg
$30 29 h

B AEITL YA A o] & ol Qo]
A, olate] 4 Folo] Bt FES BLFoIT AR
g2 o) $HAN Py 2 WA SE Fls

o, g2 ol8 (&

7
=7
compensator) Y 371 28& §3

il F2ls SHA AA
3| #FOR spdste Zlol dukolu, & Zof| JlojM=

= = Gl
ZOIH(EF7) e =4 18 A 553 shdo] o] FoQ A
o

O HAt of2jgt F& spdel st B4 F Hl

ke BEd GHE FFFo] 1 AJOE ZEaAS Ao
Z SMEER, & WA PA G G4 o
o Z7tRAPE Dot B Abae] e it AxR
A&st A4 Y& Feete 90 w1, 243 g9l §lo]
Feagds sttt 49 A, F 94 44 A= ol Argst
Zlolghz AtAol H]Fo], 4RO A WA= A tigt
oJFo] EA &g 4 9l7] wiEolth 1y 1o Tek AL
7189 & 2Abo| st At FHE A Eact $8 A

AA =8 sl&dto] o3| B tiFoltt.

Denoble &[3] &4 & AFE AR ARl 178l 9
o] &9 Ql(trigger), 5 &4 29 (disabling agent), &%
£/4 2 21 (disabling injury), AFQl(cause of death)©. 2 E7
o ZAFSt= Zo] Hostrhal AQkstdrt. o EFol 2
o] b st YHET SUQQ0E TFI|E EA
FgEOIA Y] 7= Ul SRR QS =T &
£QR10 2 ARl AAIZ BFE 4 IS Aolt}. shd
o, el 28 gele A F4ne 4Y B
A7o) 228 4 k. A4 4B YHE Fo|
{480 o|aHIAE BES AOR HolY|
olgia Rl A o 4
A AY A IR ZAAo oigk dxge &

207} 9t

! —

b

o

ﬂZi

o}y

o
rE
4o,
o
S
>
)

N

o L L fo o of o rg o
.ol o ro
JL 4

ro,

|
£
M ]-m
ﬂ"v
omgl_g

oo
+
4z
N
o
¥
(g
>
oy
o
H-U .
B
o
I
in
ok
N
o
o
o
oy
>,
31_1'
r

¢

http://www.kjlm.or.kr

A& “71Z7HA] (bubble watch)”gt3l 3l=H

% 128 F AL G340 310

hiy

ol glol 4
Yol et

IFU e
o L r

fo rd Ho &0
o
2

jus)
=S

X
X

e o o

HIIME v 9 om) Q= Fro| sty
A A4 AT MRS T
= ALB| 23 ko 2 H A ZE A9
F AR AAFET LA o7
P 238 YY) B ¥
ARETY Aol = vE AAAES
A Ao TiE) 228 Dot Qi) o ro.
Aol tiste] A et HAIRAZL o] Fol A }% A
xhzﬂa} , 1 ATE v O R §AR b3 WA S
A 227 RIS GIsiof st o] EAll
4 54 250] QolE Bano) AA5E] o
%wﬂ SolN AAHOR F4EER St AES
Zo] 1 nAete] @ Ao|t},

= it

o @Z Y

10 o >
mﬁ.ﬂﬁrlr

ot
o
[o

ik
offt
rlo
FU o o
rh

.'_["L

o el
i i
rl; =
OHTT o e
oo
_>a o
2
i)

. L
E
_z

ox Ju rr it o2 ok o

oft
o I = L-l
- Eg oxl
R _l:

oMb}l 4o O | of Ok ox L

oo
o
rlr

ORCID: Youn Shin Kim: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-
7407-0421

Conflicts of Interest

Youn Shin Kim, a contributing editor of the Korean
Journal of Legal Medicine, was not involved in the
editorial evaluation or decision to publish this article.

References

1. Edmonds D, Walker D. Scuba diving fatalities in Australia and
New Zealand. Part 1. The human factor. SPUMS J 1989;19:94-104.

2. Lawrence C, Cooke C. Autopsy and the investigation of scuba
diving fatalities. Diving Hyperb Med 2006;36:2-8.

3. Denoble PJ, Caruso JL, Dear GL, et al. Common causes of open-
circuit recreational diving fatalities. Undersea Hyperb Med
2008;35:393-406.

https://doi.org/10.7580/kjlm.2019.43.4.164



