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This study provides a statistical analysis of 1,226 cases of death occurring in
Area 8, Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency (Gangseo, Yangcheon, and Guro Police
Stations) from January 1 to December 31, 2017. There were 427 postmortem
inspection cases in Gangseo, 393 in Yangcheon, 377 in Guro, and 29 in other
areas. The number of autopsy cases was 69 in Gangseo, 70 in Yangcheon, 86 in
Guro, and seven in other areas. According to the postmortem inspection reports,
there were 593 cases of natural death and 336 cases of unnatural death, while
in 297 cases the cause of death was unknown. Of the 297 unknown cases,
autopsy rates from each police station were as follows: 54 of 99 cases (54.5%)
in Gangseo, 60 of 101 cases (59.4%) in Yangcheon, 67 of 93 cases (72.0%) in
Guro, and in all four cases (100%) from other areas. Unnatural deaths included
215 cases of suicide, nine cases of homicide, and 64 accidental death, while
48 cases were undetermined. Among the unnatural deaths, the cause of death
included 138 cases of hanging, 72 cases of falls from a height, and 32 cases of
poisoning. Since this statistical study is based on actual postmortem inspection
data for 1,226 cases of death in the eight areas of Seoul (excluding deaths from
traffic accidents), it raises issues relating to the current postmortem inspection
system, and can be used as reference material for a comprehensive overview of
causes of death.
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¢F(postmortem inspection) ¥ 17 (autopsy)©] Utt.
HARZLS] ARl tiste] ¥hs]7] Y3l MW= AA
(postmortem examination)oll&= WHAMAA WHAY A] HARRL
of &< 7hetAl il & HAre dR9] A4S wpoteto]
Holshd wohg st 7St GO R WMARRLS ARlo] E
3 A9 b A0S WEur] skl s = A
o] ATHI].

Sutetol A Ak Mot "EZF7E WA o] WAy st
AET N A7, WAL B T 7]2 A AL
S EUE HARY AAE F&ehA $a 1A 29 &
o9 XMoo 7 WA AEjE wHsto], APde] tigt
23 9D AAAL ARE FALTO|A H Y AHS AA
stojof strh[2-4]. SHAIRH W2 WAARAEC] HOE AEA
of AAH A A AJAHLAN D APLATA o o] &3t
FAPZE &Y= AL, A o] TAE I e Aol Aot 2016
4 35 3% gy ARIARAY} Zo] AAASA o] AR
FEE AT Aol QA AHA)E v AE H = Helst
A ARAdo] dojE o] dojd tx A Atzdoltt. o3},
HARAL O] MAYSHH 25 A DA g A,
A% o BRI e AR A & ot

THIPAIA T NS pAA T A O RAL d
A¢talo A= 2015 3EHEE MSALAEEY FYHs5AL
SAARAMABEA, FHEEAN, TFEAZA olst A, FH,
TFE2)OIA BBt WFAL AFFAAS ALt BE WAL
AR tiste] Akl E 7t HEE W HolHat O Ao
2122 dF0E A 5t At AFRE +YeaL
o, Rio] Bost B9 FAZ|HY B He &, A
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A Fae 2 HAF @A ARsAT, 88 4%
o] ofE& A% WAIAE T BEAE dUER ¢dH =
kst

d AAow dFA%S AFsHA 20159 39 7% 837
ZA[5], 20169 1,14774[6], 201792 1,22674S et}

i el v BAH dA7E AT Y, A
I AAA =] it 294 D AT Ao Lo thst o Table 1. Number of postmortem inspection cases from 2015 to 2017
FE AET 9oy @At AN BAH ARE Year No. of cases
HH|g @Atk B ATE AL A% A (A, ¥, T 2015 Mar-2015 837
2)3} 7)Ek Aol BT BE WA o] 250l 2016 1147
de ARg B BHY ARA RYol AYHY) 4 & 2017 1.226
Table 2. Number of postmortem inspection cases in 2017

Region Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

Gangseo 31 38 32 29 33 33 26 43 41 41 40 40 427 (34.8)

Yangcheon 40 33 34 36 31 28 26 27 28 36 31 43 393 (32.0)

Guro 34 22 38 30 25 26 23 35 33 36 39 36 377 (30.8)

Other 1 1 3 2 1 0 0 0 2 2 1 16 29(2.4)

Total 106 94 107 97 90 87 75 105 104 115 111 135 1,226 (100)

Values are presented as number (%).
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(Table 1). 20179 1¥ 1¥ ¥ 2017 12¢¥ 314717 A&A]
WA FAatsteat 8d9 9 71 A9 F 1,226719]
A%t 2 A 4277(34.8%), FH 39371(32.0%), T2 377
71(30.8%), 11l 7]e} A| oA 2970(2.4%) ] EFALS
AL, A A7 ZA BEFAAA AT 7 Tk
TH(Table 2).

2.

iz

MY BAE

20179 ¥ 1,22679] A A F RAE Aee 232712
2 F18.9%9 HAES Ko, 7t A HEE A 6971
(5.6%), FA 7074(5.7%), T2 867(7.0%) L&) 7€} A
o 77(0.6%) e FZstATHTable 3). o] & AJAZMA A
gl F571 7|et 2 B0 2 WFH 4 2977 F HAo] A
YH A2 185702 62.3%] RAES BYon, A 54
7(54.5%), Fd 6071(59.4%), -2 6771(72.0%) “L&Jal 7]
E} 2|92 471(100%) = F-7A 3t Table 4).

Table 3. Number of autopsy cases in 2017 (total 1,226 cases)

3. &%t - 64X} gH|

AU o4 g &S Ak 771, oi% 4497
T B4 6YOR WAt BAe AR 1220 F oF
62.9% 2 A3t Qth(Table 5).

AR Ao dS ABEH 0-194& 2471(2.0%),
20T 357(2.9%), 30T 4771 (3.8%), 40t} 11871(9.6%), 50
o) 2177(17.7%), 60tH 19471(15.8%), 70th 25771 (21%), 80
tio]/d 32871(26.8%) 0l AL, B 671(0.4%) 0]t ¢
Popd 274 38 AL 0-1941= 177(70.8%), 20T 107
(28.6%), 30T 1071(21.3%), 40t 4371(36.4%), 50th 617
(28.1%), 60 4871(24.7%), 70t} 2871(10.9%), 80T} o] 4}
2 137 (4.0%) 01 At} AHE 449 B9+ 271(33.3%)
T 27 o] 23 Yt (Table 6).

Region Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Gangseo 5 7 6 7 6 6 9 4 7 7 69 (5.6)
Yangcheon 7 5 8 9 3 4 5 3 5 10 70(5.7)
Guro 7 4 6 8 6 9 16 5 86 (7.0)
Other 0 0 2 2 1 0 0 1 1 7 (0.6)
Total 19 16 22 26 16 15 1 16 23 16 29 23 232(18.9)

Values are presented as number (%).

Table 4. Autopsy rates in the cases of unknown

Table 5. Males and females ratio

No. Region Male Female Unknown Total
Region Total  Unknown Autopsy  Rate(%) Gangseo 263 163 1 427
cases Yangcheon 246 147 0 393
Gangseo 427 99 54 545 Guro 243 134 0 377
Yangcheon 393 101 60 59.4 Other 19 5 5 29
Guro 377 % 67 720 Total 771(629) 449(366)  6(05) 1,226 (100)
Other 29 4 4 100 Values are presented as number (%).
Table 6. Number for age and autopsy rate
Age (yr)
0-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 >80 Unclear
No. 24(2.0) 35(2.9) 47 (3.8) 118 (9.6) 217 (17.7) 194 (15.8) 257 (21.0) 328(26.8) 6(0.4)
Autopsy 17 (70.8) 10 (28.6) 10(21.3) 43(36.4) 61(28.1) 48 (24.7) 28(10.9) 13 (4.0) 2(33.3)

Values are presented as number (%).
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ANAZARMA 2 Age] /e 3A AL QA=A o
B 2 ERAL H QA ALaL vlA), Vet W BAOR BE
stelom WA 5937(48.4%), $JQAF 33671(27.4%) 1)
3 7] 9@ BARS 29771(24.2%) 0.2 AAE AT} AR
= 24 21574(17.6%), BFE 974(0.7%), HIQ) =3 ALl 647
(5.2%), SIQAFARE mAko & wehE AL 4871(3.9%) 0] A
T}(Table 7).

6. EX AflolM HHE

W2 1387 F A4t 1307, BHAF 37 18|l u)d 57408,
H7lo] A3w AL A 1304 & 571, e 34 224 1
g3 u)A 574 F 1710] A= ATH(Table 8).

FEe 727 F A 457, v 187 181 H| Y= A
A= 970 o] E BAo] AyH AL A 457 F 17,

HO = Atal 97 & 67, 181 vA 187 F 4710] W3
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Table 8. Autopsy rates in the cases of handing, fall from height, and
poisoning

E It (Table 8). Manner of death Total Autopsy rate
TEARE 32708 ditEtea F50| 177er VY B Hanging
XL, % T2 74, dE 55 54, REVIA 5, EE Suicide 130 5(3.8)
7hA, SR QS FEIIAR AR ]'@ bl ZH 11w, o Undetermined 5 1(25.0)
24L& S48 oE F5 4 17, Mo EA 5o Homicide 3 2(67.0)
2= 24174, §]-ZH01] O3t 8=l A Flo 9% AP =H Fall from height
175 24 X3Pt At (Table 8) Suicide 45 122)
Undetermined 18 4(22.2)
7. A2k EA ol ot XhA Accident 9 6 (66.7)
Poisoning
AP A2 BRRE 2AX7} 8397(68.4%), Welo] 211 co 17 1659
7(17.2%), LEA Aol 2571(2.1%), 1L 7]EF A Ho] 151 Agrochemicals 7 1(14.3)
A(12.3%) 2 7|8 Ao o2 Zeto |8 LAto|L} ofat & Drug 5 1(200)
W 5 %2 okelolH A ¥ WA ACKTable 9). Aok 3 _ Other 3
Values are presented as number (%).
Table 7. Number for each manner of death
Manner of death Jan Feb Mar Apr May  Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Unnatural
Suicide 12 18 20 12 12 28 12 28 28 15 18 12 215(17.6)
Homicide 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 4 0 9(0.7)
Accidental 5 5 2 1 3 3 3 6 2 22 64(5.2)
Undetermined 8 8 5 6 0 1 6 4 3 3 48 (3.9)
Natural 57 39 46 50 44 38 43 46 47 63 52 68 593 (48.4)
Unknown 24 29 27 27 27 18 16 21 19 27 32 30 297 (24.2)
Total 106 94 107 97 90 87 75 105 104 115 111 135 1,226 (100)

Values are presented as number (%).
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Table 9. Place of death and postmortem inspection

Place Residence Hospital Salutarium Hospital and funeral halls Other
Death 839 (68.4) 211(17.2) 25(2.1) - 151(12.3)
Postmortem inspection 649 (52.9) - 469 (38.3) 108 (8.8)
Values are presented as number (%).
AEAL, REAZAN B e2uet 3 A2 a2 dd ol o & Aoz Uestod, 7]& 201593 20161 Ates
H 1.7% 7kt oH, 80Al ol/de] ArA7E A AbgAte] A A5 9F HIAL Aloll= & &l & HolA] GYUTH5,6]. A

44 8%% AA &AL
o}

2017 A Aot ALE B 7HA 42774, $H 39374,
T2 3777, 718 A9 29749 Ao &2 20154 (5], 2016
[6]T HI=E FAACH € Folg B4 Al & Ao
Hol x| oFQtth(Table 2). 2017\ A& HAAAL 5,269
0% BAEL 1,6497(31.3%)0]2L[7], o] & A, &H,
T2 A 7|E A H(E3 14, T2 27) TF M
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