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Since March 1, 2015, the National Forensic Service Seoul Institute has
commenced postmortem inspections at the death scene in agreement with
the Korean National Police Agency. Included regions were mainly Seoul
Metropolitan Police Agency Wide Area 8 (Gangseo, Yangcheon, Guro police
stations), and several other areas. In total, 837 postmortem inspection cases
from March 1 to December 31, 2015, were analyzed statistically. Of these, 168
were autopsy cases, and the rates were 20% (67 cases) in Gangseo Police, 14.5%
(30 cases) in Yangcheon Police,and 22% (57 cases) in Guro Police stations. For
269 cases of “unknown cause of death”, the autopsy rates were 44% in Gangseo
Police, 36% in Yangcheon Police, and 47% in Guro Police stations. For 82 cases
of fall from height, autopsy rates were 17% (n=14). Of the 133 cases of hanging,
121 cases were classified as suicide at the scene with a 2.5% (n=3) autopsy
rate. Twelve cases were classified as an undetermined manner of death at the
scene with a 33% (n=4) autopsy rate. The distribution of the “manner of death”
was natural death for 29% (n=250), unnatural death for 38% (n=318), and other
and undetermined manner of death for 32% (n=269) of cases. Proportions of
dispatch times were 49.2% (412 cases) during work hours (09:00-18:00),15.7%
(n=131) during evening hours (18:00-21:00), 13% (n=110) at night (21:00-
24:00), 10% (n=88) at dawn (24:00-06:00), and 11% (n=96) during morning
hours (06:00-09:00). The male to female sex ratio was 1.96:1 (556:281). These
statistics are valuable for evaluation of postmortem inspections by experts.
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Table 1. Number of postmortem inspection cases
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20154 3YEE 129717 8379 S AL O F P
168702 AA BAEFL 20%01Q3, BZEAEE Aoty
BAEL ZAAZAT} 21%(3187 A F 6774 BA), &
ARZEM7E 14.5% (2417 7 & 3570 BA), F2AFZEA7}
231% (24670 7ot = 5771 BA)o| Ut (Table 2).

3. At 7

Aol 22 XA ZAFY AR BaEsle A

A L JAAHAL,

ERAL, T, ALAR, B WA el Al

Region Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Gangseo 43 40 27 29 29 34 37 31 21 27 318
Yangcheon 21 28 21 29 31 19 28 21 17 26 241
Guro 21 26 25 14 19 27 27 28 30 28 246
Other 0 3 3 0 13 1 1 0 0 2 32
Total 85 97 76 72 92 81 103 80 68 83 837

Table 2. Number of autopsy cases

Region Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Gangseo 5 1M 5 10 4 4 8 8 6 6 67
Yangcheon 7 6 4 5 2 1 3 5 1 1 35
Guro 6 5 5 5 0 3 7 7 8 1" 57
Other 0 2 1 0 0 1 3 0 0 2 9
Total 18 24 15 20 6 9 21 20 15 20 168
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A7t AN E 09:00-18:00 Ato]7}F 49.2% (412
cases), 18:00-21:00 Ato]7} 15.7% (131 cases), 21:00-
24:00 Ato]7} 13.4% (110 cases), 00:00-06:00 Ato] 7}
10.5% (88 cases), 06:00-09:00 A}o]7} 11.2% (96 cases)

o]ttt FE A 7ol AL A o]|& QA 9A7HA] ATt &
3, 2R AHAS7L 7 wektH(Table 4).
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Table 3. Number of each manner of death

i 7}7to] Wik, 7t AZAE R diu] &2 1A 2.09:1, FH
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3 A AtH(Table 5).

6. EH ARIOAM EHE
(1) ;'cEI-
F 8271013l 1 F BAL 4AE AFst RAES 17%
o] At AL 42710]1 ST/ o] H|/FQl A7t 347 0|
T}(Table 6).
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Manner of death Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Unnatural
Suicide 18 36 28 16 24 22 14 20 14 1 203
Homicide 1 1 3 0 1 0 3 0 4 13
Accidental 0 1 3 14 2 10 1 6 1 38
Undetermined 1 6 3 6 4 7 10 9 64
Natural 25 22 18 27 23 28 34 24 21 28 250
Unknown manner of death 30 34 20 23 24 25 35 25 23 30 269
Total 85 97 76 72 92 81 103 80 68 83 837
Table 4. Dispatching time
Region 09:00-18:00 18:00—-21:00 21:00-24:00 00:00-06:00 06:00-09:00 Total
Gangseo 155 56 39 31 37 318
Yangcheon 108 35 37 33 28 241
Guro 142 36 24 24 20 246
Other 7 4 10 0 1 32
Total 412 131 110 88 96 837
Table 5. Male and female ratio
Region Male Female Total
Gangseo 215 103 318
Yangcheon 145 96 241
Guro 169 77 246
Other 27 5 32
Total 556 281 837
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Table 6. Classifications of suicide (fall from height, hanging, and intoxication) and unknown cause of death

Fall from height Hanging o .
— - - — - Intoxication suicide  Unknown cause of death
Suicide  Undetermined  Accident Suicide  Undetermined
No. of cases 42 34 6 121 12 36 269
Autopsy 1 10 3 4 115
Autopsy rate (%) 238 29.41 50 3333 42.75
Table 7. Autopsy rate of unknown cause of death 7N o] @l E&3sto] S A3t
Region Total  Unknowndeath  Autopsy  Percent MEA & st 8HY A QoA LS HARAL
Gangseo 318 102 45 44 A F AFTAL APLS A9l BE HARAS #7FeH
Yangcheon 241 71 26 36 SFAIL, T3 7 A (FEA) A B FoAIE 8F
Guro 246 91 43 47 o] & Aol AFALE At HAAE F A3t
other 32 5 1 20 of Hol A TFet APGADEA (A A HEA) M ALY F
F71 WA 0919l Aol EEHt
20159 387E 27 AEH AN g we
Table 8. Number of death due to poisoning #7710 80570 W F|EFARA 32A4L HAskeT) o] 7|gf
Carbon monoxide Heliumgas Drug  Alcohol 2 (AZA) AL A o] BRI 94o] Sole 2QA}
No. of cases 33 1 5 1 Aoltt.
Autopsy 2 0 1 0

2 5%0]AtHTable 6).

(3) ARIZH AlZlje]| BZHE

83770 F ARIEEL 269740190, I F BAL 115
Alete] BAEL 42.7%0| U tH(Table 6). BZAEE
BEA7} 1027 F 457 RAste] BAE 44%, FH7
7} 717 F 2671 BAste] BAE 36%, T2 EA7E 914
Z 437 BA3FA 47%0| 9 tH Table 7).
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