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CASE REPORT

A Case of Cholesterol Granuloma in Pancreas

Chan Woo Jung, Bong Jae Kim, Sung Oh Park, A Ra Jo, Jong Kun Ha, Seung Keun Park and Hye Sook Kim*

Departments of Internal Medicine and Pathologyl, Maryknoll Medical Center, Busan, Korea

Cholesterol granuloma is a histological term used for the description of a tissue response to a foreign body such as cholesterol
crystals. Cholesterol granuloma is histologically characterized as fibrous granulation tissue containing cholesterol crystals within
surrounding giant cells. Cases of cholesterol granuloma of the pancreas are very rare. We report a case of a 47-year old
male who had a cholesterol granuloma of the pancreas. Abdominal CT showed 24 mm-sized cyst in the pancreas and peri-pancre-
atic regional mass infiltrating to the stomach. PET-CT revealed increased 18F-FDG uptake at the cyst and peri-pancreatic
mass. Thus, Whipple's operation was done. The disease was confirmed by surgical pathologic examination of the tissue. Pathologic
examination of resected specimen showed numerous cholesterol crystals surrounded by multinucleated foreign body giant
cells. We report on this case and give a brief review of the literature. (Korean J Gastroenterol 2011;58:353-356)
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Fig. 2. PET-CT showed increased 18F-FDG uptake in the rim of the
cystic mass and peri-pancreatic mass.
FDG, fluoro-deoxy-glucose.
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Fig. 1. (A) Non-enhanced abdominal
computerized tomography showed ro-
und cystic mass on the pancreas body
portion with multiple peripheral rim
calcifications. (B) Enhanced abdomi-
nal computerized tomography, 4
months later, showed diffuse thicken-
ing of the wall on the pancreas and the
invasion of soft tissue mass to
peri-pancreatic region (black arrow).

Fig. 3. Gross specimen showed fibrous encapsulated cyst and dark
brown colored hard materials in the cyst and peri-pancreatic region.
FDG, fluoro-deoxy-glucose.
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Fig. 4. Microscopic finding of resected specimen. It showed a large number of spindle shaped cholesterol crystals (cholesterol cleft) surrounded
by multinucleated giant cells and hemosiderin deposits (A: H&E, x40, B: H&E, x400).
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