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Journey through the Fight against Ovarian Cancer: Finding the Existence Value with being
Tied to the Bridle of Death
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Purpose: The specific aims were to identify the process of fight against ovarian cancer and how the women interact
with other people. Methods: The subjects included 12 women who were higher than stage Il epithelial ovarian
cancer. Data were collected with an in-depth individual interview from July 2017 to April 2018. The specific analysis
process followed the grounded theory method of Corbin and Strauss. Results: The results show that the core cat-
egory was “finding the existence value with being tied to the bridle of death”. The outcomes were “fighting cancer
in loneliness”, “life compromised with death”, and “social sublimation”. The women with ovarian cancer experi-
enced the collapse of existence value while they reached the phase of implicit maintenance through the phases
of chaos, active seeking, and desperate coping by using various strategies. Conclusion: The results of this study
indicate psychosocial problems due to the collapse of women's existence value in the process of ovarian cancer
treatment, which have an important effect on the entire treatment process. Thus, it is important to develop nursing
strategies based on the characteristics of the process of treatment in ovarian cancer and health providers should
support them to rebuild the value of the existence through it.
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Table 1. Paradigm, Categories, and Subcategories of the Findings

Components of the paradigm Categories

Subcategories

Causal condition Recognition of a desperate

crisis situations

Central phenomenon Collapse of feminine existence
values
Context Attitudes toward prognosis

- Causal attribution for late diagnosis
- Perceiving bad prognosis

- Limited situation of treatment

- Threat of death

- Inability of social role as a woman
- Negative self-awareness

- Consider the possibility of treatment failure
- Change of attitude according to conflict situation
- Resistance to the possibility of treatment failure

Intervening condition Support system - Empathetic support
- Financial support
Action/interaction Getting out of the gloom - Blocking negative thinking
- Changing recognition
Taking survival strategies - Readjusting daily life
- Exploring therapeutic resources
Being against repeated failures - Strengthening life beliefs
- Finding new hope
Redefining relation networks - Strengthening new trust relationships
- Reducing existing relationship
Repairing the rest of life - Reflecting on past
- Recognizing the finitude of life
Recovering self-esteem - Expressing self-attachment
- Controlling shame
- Becoming a worthy person
Consequences Fighting cancer in loneliness - The ambivalence of relationship
- Getting out of being troublesome existence
Life compromised with death - Acceptance of impossibility
- Reconstructing of life meaning
Social sublimation - Seeking a generous life
- Expanding interest for women's health
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Figure 1. The journey through the fight against ovarian cancer.
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