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A Case of Parachute Mitral Valve in an Adult
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ABSTRACT

Parachute mitral valve is a rare congenital cardiac anomaly in which the chordae tendineae of both leaflets of the
mitral valve insert into a single papillary muscle. We diagnosed a 54-year-old adult with dyspnea after upper res-
piratory infection, who was proven to have the parachute mitral valve. To the best of our knowledge, this is the
oldest patient reported with this congenital anomaly. The clinical, echocardiographic and MRI findings are described.
We recommended surgery for anomalous lesion, but the patient refused. After medical treatment, the patient reco-
vered uneventfully and remained asymptomatic during a follow-up of 13 months. (Korean Circulation J 2003;

33(12):1161-1164)
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Fig. 1. Parasternal short axis view of LV at the mid-papillary

level. The anterolateral papillary muscle is invisible and
the arrow( | ) denotes the underdeveloped posterome-
dial papillary muscle. LV : left ventricle.

Fig. 2. Apical two chamber view of LV. Mitral valve shows
the restricted motion of mitral leaflets with mild thickening
of valvular structure. The arrow () denotes the stenotic
mitral valve. LV : left ventricle.
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Fig. 3. Apical five chamber view of LV. Regurgitant motion
of anterior and posterior mitral leaflets during systole was
seen. The arrow () denotes the mitral leaflets and aste-
rix(x) denotes the aneurismal change of left ventricular
septum.

Fig. 4. Cardiac MRI short axis view showed underdevelo-
ped posteromedial papillary muscle (arrow) .
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