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A Case of Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura Associated with

Acute Myocardial Infarction

Tae-Hee Lee, MD, Jin-Hyuk Kim, MD, Wan-Jung Kim, MD,

Ji-Young Park, MD, Heung-Sun Kang, MD, Chung-Whee Choue, MD,

Kwon-Sam Kim, MD, Jung-Sang Song, MD and Jong-Hoa Bae, MD

Division of Cardiology of Department of Internal Medicine, Kyunghee University Medical School, Seoul, Korea

ABSTRACT

Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura (TTP) is an unusual syndrome characterized by a clinical picture of micro-
angiopathic hemolytic anemia, thrombocytopenic purpura, neurologic symptoms, renal disease and fever. Although
widespread vascular thrombosis is common in TTP, the evidence of cardiac involvement is less clear. We report
the first Korean case of a 22-year-old woman with TTP associated with acute myocardial infarction. With continued
plasmapheresis, the clinical status of TTP improved markedly and was stabilized. Serial echocardiograms showed
improvement of the cardiac wall motion. (Korean Circulation J 2003:;33(11):1048-1052)

KEY WORDS : Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura ; Acute myocardial infarction ; Plasmapheresis.
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Fig. 1. Peripheral blood smear on admission, showing
fragmented RBCs (red blood cells).
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Fig. 2. Electrocardiography on admission, showing ST segment elevation on lead |, aVL, V2, V3.
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Fig. 3. Electrocardiography after recovery, showing loss of ST segment elevation onlead |, aVL, V2, V3.
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