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ABSTRACT

Background[J Recently, the amiodarone has emerged as a promising antiarrthythmic agent and its efficacy
and safety has been widely accepted with many literatures. But there was no general agreement regarding the
dosage and indication of intravenous (IV) amiodarone in acute myocardial infarction with life-threatening
refractory ventricular tachyarrhythmias. Method[J From October 1995 through October 1997, we recruited
retrospectively 9 patients of acute myocardial infarction who had received IV amiodarone for life-threatening
refractory ventricular tachyarrhythmias and analyzed the initial response, adverse effect, and loading dose.
Results[] 1) Acute efficacy[] Eight of 9 patients promptly restored normal sinus rhythm immediately after
intravenous amiodarone administration. 2) In-Hospital Mortalitydd One patients died due to ventricular
tachyarrhythmias refractory to aggressive management and 5 in 8 patients who had responded promptly with
IV amiodarone discharged alive and other 3 patients died due to cardiogenic shock with normal sinus rhythm.
3) Immediate adverse effects] Five patients experienced immediate adverse effects after IV amiodarone] 3
patients of hypotension, 1 patient of first degree AV block, and the other of Morbitz type 2 AV block. 4) Long
term follow-uplJ Among 5 patients discharged alive, one died as unexpected consequence. Other 4 patients
have been still alive without maintenance medication. Conclusion[] The IV amiodarone for suppression of
life-threatening ventricular tachyarrhythmias in patients with acute myocardial infarction seemed to be an
effective second-line therapeutic drug and have acceptable adverse effects. In the future, the large scale study
regarding the dosage and indication might be warrented. (KKorean Circulation J 1998528 (8)*1314-1321)
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Table 1. Baseline clinical characteristics of the study
patients

Study patients 9
Age (mean years) 58+ 18
Gender (M/F) 7/2
Risk factors
smoking 3 (30%)
hypercholesterolemia (=200 mg/dl) 1.(10%)
hypertension 4 (40%)
diabetes 3 (30%)
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Table 2. Description of 9 patients with myocardial infarction with life threatening ventricular tachyarrythmias

Age . Ventricular arrythmia . X X
Case Infarction ~ Peak EF Prior  Cardioversion(N)
/ Sex Onset*  Morphology N
1 45/M  Inf 648 0.62 9hr VF 3 Lido 3
2 77/M  Sep 1889 0.60 2hr20min VT/VF 2 Lido 2
3 47/M  Inf 11605 0.48 1hr40min VT/VF 9 Lido 9
4  71/M  Ant-lat 3711 0.20 1hr30min VT 10 Lido 2
5 36/M  Ant-sep 23530 0.61 Thr17min VF 6 Lido 8
6  51/M  Ant-inf 8273 0.65 45min VF 6 Lido 3
7  50/M  Subendo 40 X 3hr VT 6 Lido 4
8  62/F Inf 1183 0.44 éhr VT 10 Lido 2
9 79/F Inf 2142 0.30 40min VF 3 Lido 2

*denotes the onset time after initial symptom develops. InfO Inferior, Sepd septal, Ant-latd anterolateral, Ant-
sep O anteroseptal, Ant-infO anteroinferior, Subendo O subendocardial, CKO creatinine kinase, EFO ejection
fraction, VFO ventricular fibrillation, VIO ventricular tachycardia, LidoO lidocaine and NO number

Table 3. Dose and response to treatment with intfravenous amiodarone and long term outcome

Case Initial  Repeat Total Maintenance Dgroﬁon of A;ufe Outcome* Long-term Side effect
bolus bolus bolus dose maintenance efficacy outcome

1 300 mg X2 600 mg 1200 mg 11/2 hr no F
2 150 mg 150 mg 600 mg 3 days yes S F 1 AV block
3 150 mg 150 mg 600 mg 5 days yes S S
4 300 mg 300 mg 800 mg 3 days yes F hypotension
5 150 mg x3 750 mg 600 mg 1 days yes S S
6 150 mg X2 300 mg 600 mg 2 days yes S S
7 300 mg 300 mg 600 mg . yes F 2 AV block
8 300 mg 300 mg 1000 mg 3 days yes F hypotension
9 150 mg 150 mg 600 mg 3 days yes N S hypotension

Hypotension was defined as reduction of systolic blood pressure more than 40 mmHg from baseline promptly
after amiodarone administration
*denotes in-hospital mortality. FO die, SO survive and AVO atrioventricular

1316 Korean Circulation J 1998;28(8)-1314-1321



00 150 mgd 0 0000 100 00000 200
000 00,100 0000 600000 20 O OO
0000, 300 mgl 0000 000 100 0000
0 2000000 00 00000.0 00000 3
0 150 mg, 40 300 mg, 200 OO 600 mgd 750
mg, 0000 0000 000000 000 600 mg
00 1200 mgDO OO 300, 00 500 0000
0.000000 000 000 000 4000800 mg
0 0000 000 000 000 00 000 000
00000 00000 (Table 3).

4k
[T

000000 OO0 amiodarone OOOO OO
00 200 OO0 OOOOoOooO boodo o obooo
gob oobooo, bbobbo oboo booo
goooo.

00 0OobO oboobo bobo 2000 4000
U0 100 bo0db boobooo.

2 1

ZJ|X2&n

0000 900 8000 amiodarone OOOO
5000 200 OO0 OOOOOO OO OO
88.8%0 O0O0O0OOOO OOOO, 150 mgOOO
oooo ooo 500 3000 oooooo ooo
00 200 000 amiodaroned 10 OO 20 O
gooood boboobo 0bo ooo b god.
00 000 00 100000 oo ooooooo
0 wi OO0 000 OoOoob ooo ooo oo
0 0odooo oo oob oo o boob.400 oo
000 OOOO0OO 300mgd amiodaroned OO0O0O
300 0000 oboooo ooo obooooo, O
d0oo0o oodo Oobo oo oobo oboo oo oo
0 0oooooo oo wiooo ooo ooogo
000 0doo Oobo obob obobooo oo
U0 0bdb 0b0obo bobo bobob oobo
000 ODooooo boboooo oo bobo ooo
0O 00000. 000 amiodaronell JOOOO OO
goo 0oobd 00 0b Ooboo bobo oboo,
gooo ooo ooo.

0000 900 U000 O 0o ooog ooo
0000 U0 200 OO0 000 OO0 1oooag,
O00000OD 000 soo ood ooooo od
00 0O0O0OO OO 0ooOoO OooOo sooog. ooo
000 0000,00 000 000 100 0O oo
000 00000 ooooo 20000 ooooo
(cardiac pumping failure) 00 OOO0O, OO0O0O
00 000ooo oooo, oo ooo gooo
000 amiodaronell OO OO0OO OOOOO OO
000000 Oo0oO OO pDoooo, 0 0D 1o
0 000000 OO0 ODOO00 amiodaronel OO
00 0O0O0O0O Oooooo, 00D 000 ogoogo.
000 100 44%000 000000 oooao, O
00 000 000 ooo goood.

Al
=}

LR

00000 amiodaronel OO 500 0OO0OO
amiodaronel 00O 0000 OO0 O O0O0OO, O
00000 40 mmHQO D 0O0OO OO0 3000 O
000, 000 amiodaroneC 0000 OO0, amio—
daronel 0000 OO OOOOO OOOOO, O
0 200 OO0 OO OD0ODOOO OO0 oooo od
0O00. 00 00000 o0ooo ooo 200 O
000 000 100000, 000 000 Morbitz
type llO 20 O0O0O0O0 OO0 O OOO.

gk
=
0f0

HZA

1000 d0odooo 00 0O 00O 0o s00 1
OO0 O0O0O0OO0. 0 000 OO0 amiodarone 100
mgUd OO 000 DO0O00.000 400 0Od
gob ooooooo.

1

o ¢

0og ooooo oooobo oooo ooboo oo
U goobo toob booo ooboogo ooo
0 000 ooboo oobo 0o b oo oboo.
oo boo ooob ooooo boo oooo
O primary PTCAO IABP OO 0O0O0OO0 OO0 O
0 ooo oob ooo, ob booo bogo o

1317



U0 b0Dodb oobobo 0obo Oobb ooboo
00ood 0ob 0o0 Oobo oboobo boo ooo
goobd, oo oob oo 0b bob booo
gUob 0b0d OO0 OO0 obboo. o goboo
000 0oooo ooo oobo oooo oboo
00000 900 00000 000 amiodaroned O
00 0ob 0bo oo oo, oboooo booo
U0 0ob 0ob 00O 00 00 o0 0bodo oo o
00 oooobo boo oog od.

00 0ooo oo ooooooo, oo aood
000 0000 00 00000 000 ooo® 2
o0 oobo ooooo ob bobo booooo
000 OO0 000D oo oo, 198900 Ood
Cardiac Arrhythmia Suppression TriaI(CAS'D35)I]
O class—Ic drugd encainided flecainidel OO0
gob 0bdbob bbobbob oboobo, oo
o0o0 0o oo boob oobo oobooo oo
gob odb oobo Oobb 0o obobo boo
0 0000 oob boo oob booo boo o
oo ob 0oo.0,b00b0 oo obg ooo o
00 00OO0Oo obooob 0 obbobo ooo oo o
00 0000 0000, amiodaronel OO0 OO0O
0 0db 000 0bdU0 0Ob 0o oobo oo
0 0odd oooboo oo boobo oo oboo
oooooo oo,

000 amiodaroned O0OO0O0O0O OO0 OOO
0 00 booboo 0obo ooboob, 0o oo
g0 bdd 00O oobobbo oboo oo o
000 class lll agentd OOOOO, class 100 1vO
0 0ob 0oob 000 00 0U0o bbo ob oo
0 00 O 000 000 000 00 oo¥ . g
gobd bd0o oob boobdo oo gg am—
iodaroned] OO0 0000 OO OOOODO OOO
0 ODO0O00 000 OoOoO0O gd. Ceremuzynski
00% 0o 0000 000 0O 00,00 00 00
00 000 00 000 0OoOo oog od ami—
odaronel 0O0O0O0O OOOO OOOO OO OO0
0 000 000 00000. Burkart 00 00O
Basel Antiarrhythmic Study of Infarct Survival(BA—
SIS)0 000 00 0Ooooo oo ocoooo o
00 Oodo 100 300 ooboodo oog go

1318

000. 000 10@oo0)o oooo ocooooao,
200(980)0 OODODO amiodarone OO, 30(1140)
0 0ododb 0obod 0o oo bob oo
00 1000 0000 10000 10%, 20000 5%,
000 30000 13%0 000 amiodaroned OO0
0 61%0 000000 000, boboo oOd
66% 0000 0000 ooood.

OO0 OO0 amiodaronell O0O0O0O OO OO 72
000 OO OO0 OO0 amiodaronell OO0 OO
0 0obo oodbo ooo ooooo. 199300 O
OO0 European Myocardial Infarct Amiodarone
Trial(EMIAT)*?0 Canadian Amiodarone Myoca—
rdial Infarction Arhythmia Trial(CAMIAT)*?0 O
00 ooooo ooo obodob oo ooooog,
goduod 0odb ooobob 0ob obob oo
o0, 0dbd 0obob0o 0bo oo boooo.

00 amiodaronel OO0 OO0 OOO OOOO
goboobo Ubo 0 obobo oboo oo
o000 00 ODoooo oobo oo oooooo
OO0 OO0 0000 O0. 00 amiodaroned 00
0 0Oodd OO ooboboo ooooo oo oo
000 oobooodo oo oob ooo ooo
0, 000000 00 000 000 0000 O
00 0000 000 0000%7* amiodarone O
g0db0d 00 0bo o0bo obbo bob oo o
000000 00 oo oobo oo ooa,ooo
g, 0ooo, bdd boob 00 oo oo oo
gob 00 00 0obo 0o obog, boo oo
o000 00 booobo oobboo oobo ooboo.
4600 0000 O Helmy 0?0 00 0OOO 27
00 0000 O0O000 amiodaroneD 0000 0O
U0 oobdoob 0boo b oo gobooo, o
ooobdo oo ooo ooo.

0 0oodo oobo boo boob ooooo
000 000000 OO0 amiodaroned 0000 OO
0 00 ooooooo oobooo o o ogog, O
o0 0Dooodb obodb oo ooobob oo
0 888% 000 OO OO OO0 OO0 O oooo,
000 OO0 200 OO0 OOO0 Helmy OO OO
gobd 0ob oobood 0o oboob oo o
000. 000 amiodaroned0 0000 OOOO lid—

Korean Circulation J 1998;28(8)-1314-1321



ocainel] U0 JO0OO0OOOD OO0 O OOO. am—
iodarone0 00 0000 OO OO OO0 OOOO
000000 5mg/kg, 000000 10 mg/kg/24hr
0000 OO0 OO0 UOg, 0OoD oo ooo o
000 000 000 000 00 amiodarone OO
0O 000 00 000000 0000 Ooooo oo
00 000 00 000 000 O00o0oo oooo
0000 0D O0000 000 0O 0O 00 0gd o
0 000 0000 0000. Scheinman 0220 do-
seranging studyl O0O0O0O 125 mg/24hr, 500 mg/
24hr, OO0 1,000 mg/24h0 3000 OOO OO
00 00 DOO0O amiodaronel OO0 OO0 O
00 000000 000 0 0o oooo ooo o
00 0000 0000 0000 ooooog oo
00 0000 0o0oo g god.

0 00000 00000 150 mgd ODOOO am—
iodaroned] OO0 500 0OO0OOO 300 OOOO
0000 OO0 OO0d((cardioversion)OOd OOO0O0O
00000 0000 0 000 ooo o oooo o
0000 000 OO 200 OO0O0O OOO0 oo
0000 000000 000 ooo o oo oo o
000 150 mgdd OOOO OO0 OO0 OO0
0000 ODODODO 0000 00 000 0o ooo
00 DO0D0O. Pfisterer 0*°0 BASIS 0000 O
00000 OO 000 0O 00 OOOoooo ooo
(EF>40%) 00000 amiodaroned OO0 O0OO
0 00000 O0OD D00000 000 (EF<40%)
000000 D000 U0 oog ggood.

O 000 000 O 800 amiodaronedd OO0
000 0000 OO0O0O 0ooooo 300 ooo
00 800 40000 OO 0OOO OOOO OOOO
0000000 U000 ooooo, 0000 ooo
000, 000 40000 O OO0 OoOoO oooo
000 OO0 OO0 0000 oooo. oo oo o
000 OO0OO OOO0O0O Doooobo ooooo
0000 0000 ooog, oood oooooo
000 ODO0ODO 000 0000 00 Oooo ooo
0O 00 OO0 ooOOO. 000000 oooooo
0O 00 000 0000 0000 boooooo o
0O 0000 0000000 0000 ooog oo
00000 OO0 0000 OO0 OoOooo ooo

00 0000 amiodaronel00 OO0 OOO0OO.
0 OO0 OO0 amiodaronel 0 OO0 OOO O O
00 00000 0000 ooo, oooooooo
TIMI IO 0000 0000O00,000 00O O 30
0O 000 000 000 ooooo ooog oo
IABPO 0000 OOO.

Amiodarone] 000 OO0 O0OOOO0O OOOO
00 OO0, 00 OO0 OO0 oooooo ooo
00 0000 000 000 Oooo, 000 0o 10
030% 000 000 00 0 00000 000
00 000 000 300000, 00 amiodarone
00 00000 OO0 000, 0oooo oo goo
00 000000 OO0 OOo. ooO amiodarone
00 000 OOOO Ooooo ooo od o ami—
odarone 0O0O0O0O OO 00000 0O0OOOO O
0O 0 20000 000 OO 00000 0o ogd
0000 OO 00 00000 ooo ooo ooo
0000 OD0O0O0O0 Joog.oooo 200 ooo
0 OO00O0OCA-V block)d OO0 amiodarone O
00 00000, dd 00 ooooo ooo ooo
000 0ooo oood.

0O 0000 0000 0ooooo ooo ooog
0000 0000 0o00oOddd ooo amiodarone
0O 000000 000 000 OO0 oooo oo
0O 000 000 O 000.0 000 oo ogd
00000 OOoo oooo o, oooog, oooo
00 000 000 0000000 oo ooo oo
(arrhythmic substrate)d 00O OO0 OOOO0O O
0O 00 00 0 0000 0000 ooooo oo
0000 OO0, 00 000000 OO0 amiodaroned
000 00 000 OD000 000 00 0o oo o
00 0000 O 000 000 ODoboo oood.

o of
0 =

R

000 amiodaronell 00000000 OOO O
000 00O, 00 Oooo oooo ooo oo o
000 U0 0ODODO O0. 000 oooogog oo
000 ODOOoOoOo0oO oooo pooooo ooo
0 amiodarone0 0000 OO0 OO0 OD0OO O

1319



0O 000 000 0ogg good.

SR

19950 10000 19970 10000 OOOO OO
00000 J000oooooo oooo oo O, o
0 2400000 0000000 0000 ooooOo
0O 000 0000 000 000dod oooo o
0O 00 90@O 70,00 20,0000 57.50)0
0000 amiodaronell 000000, 0000, OO
0,000 0000 ooooo.

2

1) 00oooo

0000 90O 8000 OOOOO amiodaroneld
0000 5000 200000 DOOOOO OOO O
0 88.8%0 OO0OOOOO OOO.

2) 00 OOoOo

0000 100 0 000 0000 oo 200 oo
0O OO0 OO0 10000, ooooooo ooo
800 000 0OOOOO UU0O0 oooo oo o
00 000 sooo0o00, 000 300 0ood oo
0O 0ooooo.

3) 00 OO0

AmiodaronedJ 000 500 OOO0O amiodarone
0 00 0000 000 0O oooo, oooo 3g,
100000 10,000 000 Morbitz type 20 2
0 00000 0ooo o god.

4) 000d

1000 000000 00 O 00D Ood 5001
00 0000ddd, 0oob 400 000 00 OO O
oooo.

7z

000000 000 O00o0oooo oooo o
00000 OO0 amiodaronel OO0 OOOO
000 0000 000 U000 OO0 o oooo,
000 0000 000 0O 000 O 00 oooo
000 O 00O0. 00 ODOoO0ooo od amiod—
aroned] 000 OO OO0 0O0O0OO OO0 OO
00 OO0 O0O0O 0000 O 000 oo ooog
OO0 oooo.

ZAM Co{OO000 amiodarone: OOOOOOO- O
oooo.

1320

REFERENCES

Heger JJ, Prystowsky EN, Jackman WM, Naccarelli GV,
Warfel KA, Rinkenberger RL, et al. Clinical efficacy
and electrophysiology during long-term therapy for recu-
rrent ventricular tachycardia or ventricular fibrillation.
N Engl J Med 1981;305:539-45.

Heger JJ, Prystowsky EN, Zipes DP. Clinical efficacy of
amiodarone in treatment of recurrent ventricular tachyc-
ardia and ventricular fibrillation. Am Heart J 1983;106:
887-94.

Nademanee K, Singh BN, Hendrickson J, Intarachot V,
Lopez B, Feld G, et al. Amiodarone in refractory life-
threatening ventricular arrhythmias. Ann Intern Med 1983;
98:577-84.

Morady F, Scheirman MM, Hess DS. Amiodarone in the
management of patients with ventricular tachycardia and
ventricular fibrillation. PACE 1983;6:609-15.

Flaker GC, Alpert MA, Webel RR, Ruder MA, Sanfe-
lippo JE, Tsutakawa RK. Amiodarone and sustained ven-
tricular arrhythmias: statistical evidence of drug effecti-
veness. Am Heart J 1985;110:371-6.

Heger J1J, Prystowsky EN, Miles WAMA, Zipes DP.
Clinical experience with amiodarone for treatemtn of rec-
urrent ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation.
Br J Clin Pract 1986;44:16-27.

Aneeasen F, Agerback H, Bjerregaard P, Gotzsche H.
Pharmacokinetics of amiodarone after intravenous and
oral administration. Eur J Clin Pharmacol 1981;19:293-9.
Watt AH, Hutchings A, Stephens MR, Routledge PA.
Plasma amiodarone concentrations during intravenous
infusion. Br J Clin Pharmacol 1986,;21:525-8.

Wellens HJ, Burgada P, Abdollah H, Dassen WR. 4 co-
mparison of the electrophysiologic effects of intravenous
and oral amiodarone in the same patient. Circulation 1984;
69:120-4.

Hariman RJ, Gomes JA, Kang PS, El-Sherif N. Effects
of intravenous amiodarone in patients with inducible rep-
etitive ventricular response and ventricular tachycardia.
Am Heart J 1984;107:1109-17.

Saksena S, Rothbart ST, Shah Y, Capello G. Clinical
efficacy and electropharmacology of continuous intrave-
nous amiodarone infusion and chronic oral amiodarone
in refractory ventricular tachycardia. Am J Cardiol
1984;54:347-52.

Morady F, Dicarlo LA Jr, Baerman JM, Krol RB. Rate-
dependent effects of intravenous lidocaine, procainamide,
and amiodarone on intraventricular conduction. JACC
1985;6:179-85.

Morady F, DiCarlo LA, Krol RB, Baerman JM, deBu-
itleir M. Acute and chronic effects of amiodarone on
ventricular refractoriness, intraventricular conduction and
ventricular tachycardia induction. JACC 1986,7:148-57.
Installe E, Schoevaerdts JC, Gadisseux P, Charles S,
Tremouroux J. Intravenous amiodarone in the treatment
of various arrhythmias following cardiac operations. J
Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 1981,81:302-8.

Chapman JR, Boyd MJ. Intravenous amiodarone in ven-
tricular fibrillation. Br Med J 1981,;282:302-308, 951-2.
Morady F, Scheinman MM, Shen E, Shapiro W, Sung

Korean Circulation J 1998;28(8)-1314-1321



17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

2)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31)

3)

RJ, DiCarlo L. Intravenous amiodarone in the acute tre-
atment of recurrent symptomatic ventricular tachycardia.
Am J Cardiol 1983;51:156-9.

Leak D. Intravenous amiodarone in the treatment of refr-
actory life-threatening cardiac arrhythmias in the critic-
ally ill patient. Am Heart J 1986;111:456-62.

Alves LE, Rose EP, Cahill TB Jr. Intravenous amioda-
rone in the treatment of refractory arrhythmias. Crit Care
Med 1985;13:750-2.

Levine J, Massumi A, Scheinman MM. Intravenous am-
iodarone for recurrent sustained hypotensive ventricular
tachyarrhythmmias. J Am coll Cardiol 1995,;27:3264-72.
Scheinman MM, Levine JH, Cannom DS. 4 doseranging
study of intravenous amiodarone in patients with life-threa-
tening ventricular arvhythmias. Circulation 1995,92:3255-63.
Kowey PR, Levine JH, Herre JM. A randomized, do-
uble-blind comparison of intravenous amiodarone and
bretylium in the treatment of patients with recurrent, he-
modynamically destabilzing ventricular tachycatrdia or
fibrillation. Circulation 1990,92:3255-68.

Risk stratification and survival after myocardial infarc-
tion. The Multicenter Postinfarction Research Group. N
Engl J Med 1983;309:331-6.

Bigger JT, Fleiss JI, Kleiger R, Miller JP, Roinitzky LM.
The relationships among ventricular arrhythmias. left ve-
ntricular dysfunction and mortality in the 2 years after
myocardial infarction. Circulation 1984,;69:250-8.
Mukharji J, Rustle RE, Poole WK, Gustafson N, Tho-
mas I, Strauss HW. Risk factors for sudden death after
acute myocardial infarction; Two-year follow-up. Am J
Cardiol 1984,;54:31-6.

Eldar M, Sievner Z, Goldbourt U. Primary ventricular
tachycardia in acute myocardial infarction: Clinical cha-
racteristics and mortality: The SPRINT Study Group.
Ann Intern Med 1992;117:31.

Morady F, Scheinman MM, Shen E, Shapiro W, Sung
RJ, DiCarlo L. Intravenous amiodarone in the acute tre-
atment of recurrent symptomatic ventricular tachycardia.
Am J Cardiol 1983;51:156-9.

Klein RC, Machell C, Rushforth N, Standefur J. Efficacy of
intravenous amiodarone as short-term treatment for refrac-
tory ventricular tachycardia. Am Heart J 1988;115:96-101.
Helmy I, Herre JM, Gee G. Use of intravenous amioda-
rone for emergency treatment of life-threatening ventr-
icular arrhyhmias. J AM Coll Cardiol 1988;12:1015-22.
Schmidt A, Konig W, Binner L, Mayer U, Stauch M.
Efficacy and safety of intravenous amiodarone in acute
refractory arrhythmias. J Am Coll Cardiol 1988,11:481-5.
Ochi RP, Goldenberg IF, Almquist A. Intravenous ami-
odarone for the rapid treatment of life-threatening vent-
ricular arrhythmias in critically ill patients with coronary
artery disease. Am J Cardiol 1989,;64:599-603.
Schutzenberger W, Leisch F, Kerschner K, Harringer W,
Herbinger W. Clinical efficacy of intravenous amiodar-
one in the short term treatment of recurrent and sustained
ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation. Br
Heart J 1989;62:367-71.

Williams ML, Woelfel A, Cascio WE, Simpson RJ Get-

33)

34)

35)

36)

37)

38)

39)

40)

41

42)

13)

44)

45)

tes LS, Foster JR. Intravenous amiodarone during prol-
onged resuscitation from cardiac arrvest. Ann Intern Med
1989;110:839-42.

Mooss AN, Mohiuddin SM, Hee TT. Efficacy and tole-
rance of high-dose intravenous amiodarone for recurrent,
refractory ventricular tachycarda. Am J Cardiol 1990;
65:609-14.

Nalos PC, Ismail Y, Pappas JM, Nyitray W, DonMichael
TA. Intravenous amiodarone for short-term treatment of
refractory ventricular tachycardia or fibrillation. Am He-
art J 1991;122:1629-32.

The Cardiac Arrhythmia Suppression Trial (CAST) In-
vestigators. Effect of encainide and flecairide on mortality
in a randomized trial of anhythmia sppression afier
myocardial infarction. N Engl J Med 1989,321:406-12.
Greens HI. The efficacy of amiodarone in the tretment of
ventricular tachycardia or ventricular fibrillation. Prog
Cardiovasc Dis 1989;31:319-51.

Morady F, DiCarlo LA, Krol RB, Baerman JM, de Bui-
tleir M. Acute and chronic effects of amiodarone on vent-
ricular refractoriness, intraventricular conduction and
ventricular tachycardia induction. J Am Coll Cardiol 1986,
7:148-57.

Mostow ND, Vrobel TR, Noon D. Intravenous amiodar-
one; Hemodynamics, pharmacokinetics, electrophysiology,
and clinical utility. Clin Prog Electrophysiol Pacing 1986,
4:342-57.

Ceremuzynski L, Kleczar E, Krzeminska-Pakula M,
Kuch J, Nartowicz E, Smielak-Korombel J. Effet of
amiodarone on mortality after myocardial infarction: A
double-blind placebo-controlled, pilot study. J Am Coll
Cardiol 1992;20:1056-62.

Burkart R, Pfisteter M, Klowski w, Follath F, Burc-
khardt D. Effect of antiarrhythmic therapy on mortality
in survivors of myocardial infarction with asymptomatic
complex ventricular arrhythmias: Basel Antiarrhythmic,
Study of Infart Survival BASIS) J Am Coll Cardiol 1990;
16:1711-8.

Camm AJ, Julian D, Janse G. The European Myocardial
Infarct Amiodarone Trial EMIAT) Am J Cardiol 1993;
72:95-8.

Cairns JA, Connolly SJ, Roberts R, Gent M. Canadian
Amiodarone Myocardial Infarction Arrhythmia Trial
(CAMIAT): Rationale and protocol. Am J Cardiol 1993;
72:87-94.

Hohnloser SH, Kleingenheben T, Singh BN. Amiod-
arone-associated proarrhythmic effects: A review with
special reference to torsade de pointes tachycardia. Ann
Intern Med 1994;121:529-35.

Pfisterer M, Kiowski W, Burckhardt D, Follath F, Bur-
kart F. Beneficial effect of amiodarone on cardiac mor-
tality in patients with asymptomatic complex ventricular
arrthmias after acute myocardial infarction and preserved
but not Impaired left ventricular function, Am J Cardiol
1992;69:139-402.

Kowey PR, Marinchak RA, Rials SJ, Filart RA. Intrav-
enous Amiodarone. J Am Coll Cardiol 1997;29:1190-8

1321



